
Zunner Building Grand Opening 
 

On a beautiful May 11th, NINA and their many supporters and partners gathered to 
celebrate the completion of their most ambitious project to date, the transformation of the 
former Ashley Café into the 
new Zunner building.  
Fifteen years ago they began 
the effort to take possession 
of and completely renovate 
this important property on 
the corner of Ashley and 
Garden Sts. It wasn’t easy. 
Patience and persistence 
were the strategy that finally 
bore fruit. After acquiring 
the building, terminating 
the lease with the Ashley 
Café owner, bringing in an 
architect and lining up 
funding, they finally began the construction project a little over three years ago. 
All of this finally brought us to this long awaited grand opening celebration. Linda Godkin, 
the chair of the NINA Board of Directors, was the MC for the event that included words by 
Governor Malloy, Mayor Bronin and Representative Matt Ritter as well as David Robinson, 
General Counsel from The Hartford, Tom Dorsey  Manager, Government Affairs at 
Eversource Energy and Andrea Pereira,   Executive Director of Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation (LISC) 
 The audience of more than a hundred well-wishers, many of who played a role in the 
project, savored the moment of success.  
For those who remember conditions on Ashley St before, the difference could not be more 
stark. And soon, Hartford Community Loan Fund will move into their third floor offices, 
the second and first floor apartments will be rented and occupied and tenants for the two 
remaining retail openings will be found. The vision that began 15 years ago will be realized.  
As Ken Johnson, the Executive Director of NINA explained, The Zunner building is named 
after George Zunner, the most prolific architect in the history of Hartford, and the designer 
of this building who is rarely remembered today. It is emblematic of Asylum Hill and NINA 
that through a broad coalition of partners, with planning and persistence, this building that 
for so long represented the problems of Asylum Hill has been brought back to it’s former 
beauty and utility as an anchor of commerce, housing and business. It can also serve as a 
template for the challenges that Asylum Hill and Hartford still face.  
to see photos of the event along with a copy of the program, go to: 
https://goo.gl/photos/MWNMjEe4w44UNHWZA  
For information on rental opportunities contact David Corrigan at  david@ninahartford.org 
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