
Urban League Employment Empowerment Expo 
On May 5th months of preparation culminated in the 16th annual Urban League of Greater 
Hartford Employment Empowerment Expo. Each year since 2001 they have brought 
together employers and employment specialists for one day to allow anyone needing a job, 
a career or a change in their life to meet with the people who can help make that happen.  
For the second year in a row, the 
event was held at The First Cathedral 
in Bloomfield where more that 200 
people came to talk to more than 20 
employers in the fields of healthcare, 
financial services, construction, 
entertainment and more. They also 
were able to bring their resumes and 
have a professional resume writer 
review it and make suggestions for 
improvement.  
Preparation for this year’s event 
began last fall, lining up the date, venue and sponsors. The challenge of an annual event 
focused on employment is that the goal is not to have repeat business. Ideally both the 
employers and those looking for work last year should be all set with last year’s success. But 
life is not perfect, and the nature of some industries and individuals is that it takes 
repeated effort to achieve success. 
Still every year a few core employers along with some new sponsors reach out through the 
Urban League to try to find the talent and human resources necessary to make their 
companies successful. And each year, the Urban League with its reputation of successfully 
assisting job seekers to improve their prospects, reaches out to a largely new group of 
people to help them “Become a Better You” as their motto says. 
In speaking with Yvonne Matthews, Job Developer at ULGH, many people assume that 
their efforts are only focused on first time entry-level jobs. “Not true” says Yvonne “we help 
many people who are underemployed or dissatisfied with their current job or career 
transition into something that makes them happier.” Nothing makes a person more 
productive that looking forward to going to work, and that includes Yvonne herself. 
“I love my job, I love helping people” she says and it shows in the work that she does. 
For more information on employment services at the ULGH or any of their other 
offerings, go to http://www.ulgh.org  to be included on their mailing list reach out to 
kjimenez@ulgh.org  and for more photos of this year’s event go to:  
https://goo.gl/photos/pCgrrAbjxrMcJjMo9  
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