
                                                         Hartford Blooms Bus Tours 

On December 15th  and 16th  there were two tours each day, one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon to explore Hartford’s religious heritage.  On the 15th the Catholic heritage was explored 
and on the 16th the Protestant heritage.  The historical context was provided by Mark Saur for the 
Catholic tours and William Hosley for the protestant tours.  Each tour visited three sites, stopping 
at each one to tour the buildings and hear the historical context and background about the 
facilities and their faiths.  The tours were very well attended and greatly enjoyed by all in 
attendance.  Everyone especially enjoyed the detailed historical information provided by the guides 
and how it impacted the city as it developed over the last three hundred plus years.  We are 
looking forward to tours that will be organized in the coming year for a variety of topics and events 
including the Hartford Blooms event in June.  A double-decker all-season bus is in the works for 
this year which should enhance the whole experience.  Keep your eyes open for announcements in 
the AHNA Newsletter and other publications. 

The first church visited on the Catholic tour was St. Anthony/St Patrick Cathedral on Church 
Street.  This facility has burned down twice under suspicious circumstances, but has been rebuilt 
into the wonderful facility we now enjoy. 



 

 

 

The second church was St Peter’s Cathedral on Main Street near the South Green.  The church 
has a very large congregation serving many of the Catholic immigrants that have come into 
Hartford.  One curious note about the building was the incorporation of the Star of David in the 
large stained glass window to honor the support from a Jewish Rabi in a nearby Synagogue. 



 

 

 

The final stop on the tour was St Joseph’s Cathedral the home of the Archdiocese of Hartford 
County.  This building too, was rebuilt after a tragic fire destroyed the beloved original iconic brick 
and brownstone building.  The current building is amazing and overwhelming in its scope and 
beauty.  A place everyone should visit at least once.  Little expense was spared in making it a very 
special place for prayer and contemplation. 



 



The first church visited on the Protestant tour was Center Church on Main Street in the center of 
downtown.  This church is the first Church of Christ church organized in Hartford and has a long 
and interesting history which is interwoven into Hartford’s founding and history for the past 384 
years, having been founded in 1632.  As you can well imagine the history of this church and its 
members is an integral part of how Hartford came to be what it is today.  You could spend an 
entire day and not cover the history offered by this compelling icon of Hartford.  Some of the 
stained glass windows are Tiffany originals and treasured pieces of Hartford arts heritage. 

 



 

  

 

The second church visited on the Protestant tour was Christ Church Cathedral at the corner of 
Main and Church Streets.  This church dates back to the colonial days of Hartford and the current 
building dates to 1827, one of the oldest Gothic-style churches in the United States.  One curious 
connection to Asylum Hill is a plaque in the sanctuary dedicated to Lydia Sigourney. 





 

 

Final stop on the Protestant tour was the Church of the Good Shepherd built at the direction of 
Elizabeth Hart Jarvis Colt, widow of Sam Colt.  As would be expected the church is full of history 
of that period which directly relates to the Colt family.  The tour had the pleasure of a detailed 
and informative presentation given by Senior Warden, Jack Hale.  It was a fascinating and 
informative ending to the tour.  There are many poignant features of the church including a 
baptismal fount dedicated to three of the Colt children lost in childhood or infancy.  The stained 
glass windows are superb and also tell an interesting story related to Sam and his family. 

 



 



 

  

 


