
Opportunity High School becomes Opportunity Academy 
 
Back in October the goal at for Our Piece of the Pie (OPP) was to continue to serve the 
over aged under credit students in the Hartford School System. They are statistically most 
likely to fail at school and at life, and they need the most help to succeed. Then the plan 
was to purchase the Veeder Place building where they have already been a tenant for many 
years, to become a magnet school and to increase the number of students they serve. Since 
then the State budget deficit and other factors have taken the magnet school model off the 
table. But just when it was looking like Opportunity HS was in jeopardy of no longer 
existing, a way was found and an agreement was reached with Hartford Public Schools and 
the Board of Ed to create an Opportunity Academy to be run by OPP.  
What this will mean for the 90+ students currently enrolled, but not ready to graduate, is 
that they will continue with their studies at Veeder Place. There will still be room for about 
50 new students to replace those graduating this year, and all of the programs in place last 
year will be available again this August. The expansion that they had hoped for will have to 
wait for more funding, but when programs both City-wide and State-wide are being cut, 
Opportunity HS students will still have the opportunity to realize their dream. 
Programs at OPP include blended learning and competency based progression so that no 
two students follow the same curriculum. Each student is 
given not just the HS degree but the skills needed to go on 
to employment and/or further education. Special training 
is available in music recording and production, carpentry 
and boat building; and fine art including murals, 
embroidery and ceramics. 
Additionally they offer the Pathways to Careers program 
for the high school graduates in Manufacturing, Insurance 
and Allied Health fields. For more information contact 
Hector Rivera COO of OPP  at hector.rivera@opp.org   
For photos of the murals, picnic tables and other things 
the students have made, go to 
https://plus.google.com/photos/117499619673139668693/albums/61410571902604443
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