
From The House 
 
I hope you all had a happy Thanksgiving surrounded by family and friends and that you 
enjoy the remainder of the holiday season as we close out 2015. 
  
The holiday season is always a reminder of the generosity and commitment of Hartford 
residents to helping others.  For example, Foodshare successfully met its fundraising goal 
and was able to provide a Thanksgiving meal for hundreds of Connecticut 
families.   Longtime Hartford resident, Peter Chenette, quietly goes about raising money 
every year from friends and neighbors for Foodshare.  His spirit of giving is exactly what 
this season is all about. 
  
I was also particularly moved by the togetherness of the Asylum Hill community that was 
on display at the November NRZ meeting.  The NRZ and The Hartford worked together to 
have a mural designed by an Asylum Hill artist which will be painted on a new parking 
garage structure on The Hartford's campus in the coming years.  This type of cooperation 
between the business community and the neighborhood is a model for our City.  
  
Finally, since it is the season of holiday shopping,  I want to offer some gentle reminders 
about gift cards because many of you will purchase or receive them over the coming 
weeks.  Please note that Connecticut law prohibits retailers from imposing expiration dates 
or inactivity fees on gift cards.  Therefore, your cards will never "go bad."   
  
However, the Connecticut Department of Consumer Protection (DCP) has issued some 
helpful tips to keep in mind about your gift cards.  DCP recommends trying to spend the 
entire balance as soon as possible, as you are more likely to use all of the card’s value. 
According to CNBC, more than $41 billion in gift cards in the U.S. went unused between 
2005 and 2012. 
  
DCP also recommends spending the entire balance quickly, as it will reduce the chances of 
you losing the card or the store going out of business. Also try and keep track of your card 
balance. Some gift card issuers will give you this information online or can inform you of 
the balance upon request. 
  
I hope you find this information helpful as you shop for gifts this holiday season. 
  
Please feel free to contact my office if you have any questions about this or any issue. 
Capitol Phone: 860-240-8500, Home Phone: 860-519-5685, Email: 
matthew.ritter@cga.ct.gov. 
  
Happy Holidays! 
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