
Teens In Cultural Spaces In Hartford 

By Michelle R. McFarland 

Lauren Cross, Stacy Queen and I planned a Teen Night at the Wadsworth Museum 
in May 2015. We initially thought we would be the only attendees. We were wrong. 
Instead we made history. This was the first event specifically for teens. 
Approximately 40 teens participated in art activities, tours of the galleries, and an 
open mic event. Members of the Wadsworth Board of Directors donated food. 

 Students gave feedback about the event and commented that they felt welcome and 
the museum was their space. We listened and decided to act. 

 Lindsey Fyffe of Real Art Ways partnered with the Wadsworth, the Amistad 
Foundation and the Owl Enrichment Center and sent out a call for teens to join a 
teen advisory group at Real Art Ways. 

Teens 4 Real has been meeting for 5 months with great success. The teens attend 
schools in Hartford and surrounding suburbs. 

They meet twice a month to discuss a “Teen” event that will take place in Spring of 
2016. 

The students manage the meeting with minimal adult facilitation, keep accurate 
minutes and manage the group activities. 

This group has acted as a catalyst and inspiration for other venues that are presently 
creating youth advisory groups as well. 

Hartford Stage has also created a Teen Advisory group. This is thrilling because now 
teens will have an opportunity to be a part of multiple cultural activities taking place 
around the City. 

All too often events overlap and attendance becomes an issue. With this influx of 
teens, there is great opportunity to plan ahead to capture this energetic group and 
create art patrons of the future. 

We are currently discussing the possibilities of a more comprehensive collaboration 
that will ultimately support and benefit teens who are interested in the arts. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


