
IMMANUEL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH WELCOMES DYNAMIC NEW SENIOR MINISTER 
 
The Reverend Kari Joy Nicewander begins her ministry as the new senior pastor at Immanuel Church 
beginning on Palm Sunday, March 29.  The congregation unanimously voted to call her after an 
international search.   
 
Rev. Nicewander and her family come to Hartford directly from a three year ministry in the southern African 
country of Zambia. 
 
"Moving from Lusaka, Zambia back to the United States as a young, transracial family posed serious concerns 
and challenges." said Rev. Nicewander.  "We wanted to be in a diverse community, where we could find 
others who care about racial justice, who embrace a global perspective, who affirm people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. Our deep desire to live in a community where our children will grow up to 
celebrate difference and feel comfortable in their own identities led us straight to Hartford and straight to 
Immanuel Congregational UCC." 
 
The Immanuel congregation is actively involved in the Asylum Hill Neighborhood Association, including 
ongoing work with the South Marshall Interfaith Coalition. 
  
Reverend Nicewander noted, "Asylum Hill has long been home to authors, activists and reformers, to people 
who have significantly impacted the world. The churches of this neighborhood are called to continue this 
legacy, impacting the world for racial justice, social reform, structural change, and peace-filled communities. 
Our history teaches us that this is not only possible, it is our calling and our privilege." 
 
"During my time living in Zambia, I learned an African proverb: 'If you want to walk fast, walk alone. If you 
want to walk far, walk together.' It is my hope that we can walk together, as people and congregations of 
Asylum Hill, and I can't wait to see where this journey leads us."    
 
"Kari Nicewander brings a rare combination of prophetic preaching and authentic pastoral care for every 
individual," said Search Committee chair Mike Rion.  "The congregation enthusiastically embraces her 
opportunity to lead us into deeper faith community and outward into justice ministries." 
 
Rev. Nicewander noted, "'No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.' 
These words begin worship every Sunday at Immanuel Congregational UCC, and these words reflect the 
reality of life in this vibrant, justice-focused community. Immanuel practices radical hospitality along with 
dynamic worship. I was drawn to Immanuel because I see a church full of people who want to be together in 
courageous, adventurous love, and I am thrilled to be able to walk with this congregation as we work for 
justice, build community, and trust in a spirit that enlivens and uplifts." 
 
Rev. Nicewander grew up in Michigan, attended the University of Michigan and Harvard Divinity School.  
Before traveling to Zambia, she served congregations in Massachusetts and Michigan.   
 
Immanuel Congregational Church is an Open and Affirming, Just Peace Church of the United Church of 
Christ.  For more information about the congregation, please visit our website at www.iccucc.org. 
 


