
“Kevin’s Kourt” a new addition to AH Boys & Girls Club 
 
UCONN Head basketball coach Kevin Ollie had a dream, one that he was awake for. He 
witnessed a team mate from his days as a UCONN player suffer paralysis from a car 
accident, and it opened 
his eyes to the special 
challenges that people 
with similar conditions 
face. He also was 
inspired by the 
determination and 
drive that so many 
people with special 
challenges have. He has 
wanted to do something 
to help, and on June 
6th, his dream became 
reality. 
A new basketball court 
with 10 specially 
designed baskets of 
varying heights and with variously configured backboards was opened to the press.  They’re 
intended to make this sport that has been so important in the life of coach Ollie available 
to those who otherwise would be left out. Coach Ollie has said that he’s inspired by those 
that he’s met that accept this challenge in their lives and keep on striving to win.  
This court, intended to be the first of several around the state is his way of calling attention 
to this special minority, by giving them the tools they need to enjoy a sport they love and to 
succeed. What may have not been as intentional, but is just as certainly a reality is the 
awareness that it raises among the dozens of neighborhood youth playing there this week. 
These hoops and backboards weren’t designed for them, but they’re kids, and they will play 
wherever they can. So while children everywhere else in Connecticut will have to wait to 
see what special hoops and boards are like for those with special needs, the kids at Asylum 
Hill Boys & Girls Club have the chance to learn first hand. 
For more pictures of the courts being used on a beautiful summer day, go to: 
https://goo.gl/photos/oY1MLrfpyi8GRVqh7  
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