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Sigourney Square Park is a piece of the original design of the Asylum Hill neighborhood when it 
was first laid out in 1895.  It has been and continues to be a critical piece of the social network of 
the neighborhood.  The park recently went through a complete redesign and renovation in 2013 
and celebrated a grand re-opening in June of that year.  The park is a magnet for neighborhood 
children and their families.  There is a loyal contingent of older residents who use the park on a 
daily basis and it is the site of several major entertainment events along with other smaller events 
spring through fall.  It continues, after 120 years, to serve as a vital part of the neighborhood 
infrastructure and social fabric that supports residents on Asylum Hill. 

 

The following is an excerpt from the Hartford Courant dated April 5, 1895. 

                              Sigourney Square 
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It Will be Handsomely Adorned With Trees and Shrubs. 

The new west side section of the city which has recently been opened up by the Garden and Ashley 
street trolley line, will be the first in the city to derive a marked benefit from the new order of 
things made possible by the park department amendment to the city charter.  It has been a part of 
the plan of the old town farm committee in dividing up that tract into resident streets and lots to 
reserve the square some 350 feet on all sides, bounded by Sigourney, Ashley, May and Sargent 
streets, as a park or square.  Now that the laying out of such a square in an ornamental manner is 
justified by the care that the square will receive at the hands of the new park commissioners, it has 
been decided to make it a forest garden of trees and hardy shrubs. 

The old town farm committee has made a contract with the Shady Hill Nursery Company of 
Boston, whereby its landscape engineer, Mr. Parker, will lay out and develop the square in an 
artistic and beautiful manner.  Melvin H. Hapgood, the architect, has been greatly interested in 
this matter and it is largely at his suggestion that the square will take the form of a forest garden 
instead of a mere square plot of lawn as at first proposed. 

The scheme as outlined provides, in addition to the usual sidewalks about the square, for the 
setting of a row of English lindens, a tree but little know in this city, although there is one 
beautiful specimen on Bushnell Park, on the entire outer edge of the square, the trees to be twenty 
feet apart, with the ultimate intention of cutting out alternate trees as they grow large enough.  
The natural rise of the ground on the west side of the square will be embellished with a growth of 
hardy native trees, maples, tulips, elms and paper birch, with a clump of poplars, rapidly growing 
trees, to furnish an effect until the other trees have more or less matured. 

The arrangement of the corners of the park will be something entirely different from that of any 
park in the city, the northwest corner having been provided for in the scheme of the forest trees 
mentioned above.  The southwest corner will have two beds of handsome Japanese evergreen 
shrubs and the ground underneath will be planted with a low, running evergreen vine.  The 
southeast corner will have beds of rhododendron and mountain laurel, the ground underneath 
being covered with purple flowering myrtle, while just north of the corner will be a garden of 
deciduous shrubs, including Japanese roses, hydrangeas, snowballs, spirea and other well-known 
hardy blooming shrubs.  The northeast corner will be adapted for a winter exhibit of color in 
shrubs and will be planted with red dogwood, the Russian golden willow, the blue willow, the 
white willow and shrubs that bear heavy clusters of bright red berries. 

The square will have two winding paths from corner to corner, which will pass gracefully through 
the section devoted to the lawn. Although the contract for the trees and shrubs and general design 
has been let to Boston parties, the work will be done by local firms. It is to be completed by June 1. 

 


