
Sleeping Beauty Ballet at Mortensen Riverfront Plaza 
It was a beautiful if slightly warm afternoon that gradually morphed into a beautiful if slightly 
cool evening during the course of the Hartford City Ballet’s production of Sleeping Beauty. 
The sun provided the stage lighting 
for most of the performance and it 
was a steady, slowly changing warm to 
cool as the afternoon went to evening. 
This is to say that the performance 
was truly enchanting. Not that there 
weren’t challenges from the wind and 
a few difficulties with the sound, but 
the dancing that we all came for was 
beautiful. 
It’s been several years now that 
Hartford City Ballet has been in 
Asylum Hill and they are clearly 
maturing as a dance school and as a 
company. The students that began 

with them years ago are now polished performers, 
ready to go on to college or possibly professional 
companies.  
It is really heartening to see this classical ballet school 
and company performing in Hartford, providing this 
very difficult art form a place in the community. It’s 
especially heartening to see the 4 and 5 year olds with 
their simple walk on parts there as well. They are the 
future that will allow this culture to continue. 
At a time when we are immersed in crude, crass 
expressions in politics, and unspeakable violence in a 
steady stream in our media, it is wonderfully 
refreshing to experience this art form founded on a 
centuries old tradition of refined graceful movement. 
It is based on a careful study of pleasing form moving 
to pleasing form in harmony with pleasing music. It 
stands out all the more dramatically in a world so 
oblivious to pleasing.  

For photos of the event go to: https://goo.gl/photos/hQro7ondyDD9u9YA6  
For more information on future performances or to sign up for their four week summer 

intensive program begins July 5th, go to: http://www.hartfordcityballet.org/eventscalendar.html  
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