
From The House 
 
 

 Dear Neighbors: 
 I have received many calls and emails over the past few weeks about the shocking violence gripping 
our country.  We have all seen videos of American citizens gunned down in their cars or on the street - 
some shot by police officers, and police officers being shot.  President Obama may have said it best 
when he remarked recently that "it is so important that everyone: regardless of race or political party or 
profession, regardless of what organizations you're a part of, everyone right now focus on words and 
actions that can unite this country rather than divide it further."  As an elected official I am often 
asked and often find my myself asking others: how can we unite? There is likely no single answer, but I 
do think a few things would help here in Connecticut.  For starters, we must ensure that all 
interactions between police officers and citizens are videotaped.  Although video cameras are not a 
panacea and they are costly, (the storage of the data is the most costly aspect of this, not buying the 
cameras themselves) video cameras do help us to better understand both sides of the story.  And we are 
more likely to get it "right" legally when we can see how events have truly unfolded and we do not rely 
solely on eyewitness accounts.  I also think that video cameras tend to lead to restraint on both sides 
because both parties are aware that their words and actions can be reviewed by others.  Another issue 
of course is trust.  Community policing is an often-used buzzword and it must continue in our City 
and State.  When officers and residents know each other outside of the law enforcement arena we 
develop better relationships.  The Hartford Police Association League ("PAL") is a great example of 
that, as is National Night Out, which will be on August 2nd this year.  The BBQs held across our City 
are attended by police officers and citizens alike and are great events for bringing people together and 
breaking divides.  I know I will be with the Upper Albany NRZ on that date and it is always a well-
attended.  Ultimately though this situation is bigger than Hartford and a few interactions.  Racial 
issues obviously and frustratingly still exist in America. I saw this sad reality up close and personal just 
2 years ago when my neighbor was racially profiled in his own driveway, an incident that made 
national news. I also know that as a 34-year old white male, I have never been afraid of a police officer 
in my life.  If I am pulled over, (yes, I have gotten a speeding ticket before) I am never afraid of being 
injured or arrested.  I know I may get a ticket, but nothing more.  That is not the same reality for many 
of my friends of color.  They tell me stories all the time about their fear and the constant warnings 
they get from their parents about how to behave when stopped by a police officer.  I also know that we 
would all call 911 if someone broke into our homes.   Which brings me to this conclusion:  We can 
pass laws next session about video cameras, police training, better recruitment of minority police 
officers, tighter gun restrictions, amending our "open carry" laws, etc.  However, no laws will ultimately 
solve every problem.  We have to tackle it one day at a time.  One interaction at a time.  One 
conversation at a time.  Multiply these improved outcomes over days and weeks and maybe things get 
better.  I promise to always be available and to always listen as we build a less divided City, State and 
country.  I just cannot promise that government can solve this alone. 
  Sincerely, 
 

   
Matt Ritter 


