
Sarah’s Coffee House Opening Soon 
Good news for Asylum Hill coffee drinkers, Sarah’s Coffee House is about to open. While 
it’s not strictly in Asylum Hill, it’s only 7 minutes walking East of Capitol View 
Apartments, at the corner of Asylum and Ann Uccello Streets. What should make the walk 

worthwhile is knowing that it’s now the only coffee 
house in Hartford. Also it’s not just an alternative 
to Dunkin’ Donuts for a cup of coffee, but it will be 
selling fresh roasted beans, single sourced, direct 
from the farmers, both whole and ground.  
This is just for starters. When I spoke to Uyen Mai 
(pronounced like Ween My) about this enterprise it 
just kept getting more interesting. For example, 
some of the coffee that she will be importing will be 
coming from Haiti. She’s already been there and 
they really do grow coffee there, and as you might 
imagine, the coffee farmers could use the business. 
Her plan is also to use the profits to help the people 
of Haiti.  
She began life in Vietnam and came to the US at 
the age of 8. She graduated from Penn State with a 

major in Biology and an interest in global health, thinking to get an advanced degree either 
from UCONN or Yale. Circumstances intervened, and she began to see the connection 
between poverty and health as more important and less in need of the degree. And so 
began Sarah’s Coffee House as a way to strengthen the social fabric of Hartford with a 
proper place for people to meet and enjoy good coffee and company and also as an engine 
to generate capital for places that need it most.  
You might think that one coffee house really won’t generate enough capital to make a 
difference. Uyen would agree, that’s why her goal is for this to be the prototype for a 
franchise. Once the model is worked out, the plan is to replicate. Like a cross between 
Starbuck’s and Partners in Health.  
There’s more to this story than can be told here and I feel like it’s just beginning. Maybe 
we could meet at Sarah’s sometime in May over a good cup of coffee and I tell you the next 
chapter. for more info go to www.sarahcoffeehouse.com  or Facebook Sarah’s Coffee 
House.     

http://www.sarahcoffeehouse.com/

