
Park(ing) Day Downtown Hartford 
 

Following a tradition that began in San Francisco 10 years ago, Hartford organizers 
including Hartford BID, Knox Inc., Greater Hartford Arts Council and Charter Oak 
Cultural Center among others have joined with more than 1000 other cities around the 
world to convert parking spaces on downtown streets into small short term Parks complete 
with grass (sod), benches sometimes, art and whatever else makes the statement that cities 
need more green public space and less parking for single user cars. 
This is Hartford’s 
third year 
participating in 
this annual event, 
which takes place 
on the 3rd Friday 
of September. So 
it was only fitting 
that Louisa 
Barton-Duguay 
should be invited 
to participate and 
bring along a few 
pieces of Pallet 
furniture that 
they have been making at Grace all summer and that Louisa, among others has been 
painting. The furniture itself is dual-purposed, making something out of discarded wood 
pallets and employing people who have been chronically unemployed by teaching them 
while doing. The decorative painting of the various pieces, which started out as an 
afterthought has become a integral part both of the process and the popularity of the sold 
products.  
The Parking spot assigned to Louisa from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm was prime real estate, right 
in front of the Main Branch of the Hartford Public Library. Before everything was 
completely set up she was getting compliments. Stacie said “I just love this furniture! The 
way it’s painted is really cool!”  
Adding to the charm were the six “Peace Poles” that were decorated with words of Peace in 
various languages from around the world including one in Cherokee.  
Adding to the efficiency of the whole operation is the fact that these pieces next showed up 
in Bushnell Park as part of Envisionfest. For more photos of both go to  


