
Exploring Asylum Hill: 207 Garden St Looking for Tenants 
 
It’s been more than five years since the building on the corner of Garden and Ashley Sts. 
began its transformation from “the Ashley Café” to “The Zunner Building”. That single 
tenant, gave the whole building and even that general area a crippling reputation that had 
plagued it for more than 20 years. Drugs, prostitution and other crimes were synonymous 
with the name. So when NINA was finally able to take title to the property in 2010, the 
first thing it changed was the name. Today the Zunner Building is nearing occupancy. The 
four residential apartments, (3 1-
bedroom and 1 3 bedroom), are 
seeking applications for tenants. 
The third floor office space is 
being fitted out for the buildings 
new owner to occupy, and the 
new Kent Pizza is doing a good 
business in the middle first floor 
retail space. Two other retail 
spaces on the first floor are 
available as well. While the 
project has taken much longer 
than originally planned or hoped 
for, the determination to see the 
project through to completion 
has never wavered.   
Even without the economic benefit of the new tenants and the “feet on the street” that 
they will bring, crime in the area has dropped dramatically and optimism is in the air.  
But this project has not happened in a vacuum. In these same five years NINA has 
completed 4 other home renovations in the area, and in 2012 Ashley Street hosted a 
“Pocket Park landscaping challenge” that brought beauty and solidarity to the street. The 
Hartford has recently demolished the Garage across the street that they acquired, and 
replaced it with a new surface lot, after completely rehabilitating the historic main 
building, re-landscaping the grounds and of course leading the charge to remove the eye-
sore that was Capitol West. The transformation could not be any more evident that from 
the living room of the 3 bedroom apartment that looks South-East across the campus and 
into downtown. 
Did I mention that NINA is taking applications for these apartments? If interested, contact 
David Corrigan at (860) 244-9390 or david@ninahartford.org  
More photos can be found at; https://goo.gl/photos/HB2hT4frWiGLzSeq6  
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