
Asylum Hill Zoning Meeting held Feb 18th 
 
About a dozen residents and concerned citizens met with Sara Bronin The Chair of 
Hartford’s Planning and Zoning Commission at Asylum Hill Congregational Church on 
the morning of 2/18 to review possible changes to the City’s Zoning map as it applies to 
Asylum Hill. The discussion was quite detailed, mostly focused on efforts to reduce density 
where possible, in order to encourage more homeownership. This is something that 
AHNA and many of the residents have had as a top priority from AHNA’s inception and 
before. With the lowest homeownership rate of any neighborhood in Hartford, a city with 
notoriously low homeownership rates overall, the need could not be greater.  
Fortunately, for Asylum Hill, the neighborhood has seen significant new homeowner 
opportunities created by non-profit groups such as NINA, Habitat for Humanity and CIL 
over the last dozen years, but even with nearly 40 new owner-occupied homes, the rate for 
this demographic remains well below 10%.  
It’s expected that the new form based zoning code recently adopted by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission will foster more cohesive development that makes the City a more 
livable and desirable location. At a minimum it will prevent any further conversion of 
existing single & two family homes into rooming houses or denser development. 
Those in attendance were clear that the changes being proposed would likely not have any 
immediate consequence as all existing structures are “grandfathered” or allowed non-
conforming uses. But in the past 20 years, a number of older boarded up apartments have 
been demolished, and most have been replaced by owner occupied new homes or open 
space.  
The hope is that in 20 or more years, the legacy of our decisions today will have fostered 
more owner-occupied homes, and a better quality of life for a diverse Asylum Hill 
population.   
The current zoning regulations and map are available at 
http://www.hartford.gov/planning/current-projects/zonehartford  
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