
I-84 Project Update 
 

CT DOT engineers continue reaching out to the public for ideas and opinions as to how 
best to replace the stretch of I-84 that cuts through the middle of the City from Sigourney 
St to Asylum Ave. From the beginning many have voiced the desire for a “little big dig” to 
bury the highway as a way to reduce it’s effect especially on the residential areas of the City. 
It was always understood that this would be the most expensive approach, especially since it 
would require relocating much of the underground “Park River”.  
The last time DOT presented they were talking about various configurations of an at grade 
highway as the most reasonable and cost effective solution, but proponents of the tunnel 
kept bringing them back to thinking about how to make this piece of the highway as 
unobtrusive as possible.  
At Open Planning Studio #7 at the Lyceum on Thursday and Friday the 25th & 26th  a 
team of DOT 
engineers and 
consultants led  by 
Rich Armstrong  
showed a new proposal 
that would save 
substantial money and 
effectively “bury” this 
stretch of I-84. They 
could lower the at 
grade path in some 
places and at the same 
time cap over various 
sections for anywhere 
from $400 million to about $1 billion extra depending on how much was done. 
Considering that the entire project at grade is estimated to be $4.5 - $5 billion and the 
tunnel option is estimated to be in the $10 – 12 billion range, it makes the deck over 
worth looking into. Many questions came up from those in attendance, such as what the 
capped over area could be used for or how it might be accessed, especially from the north 
since most of that area belongs to Aetna. The question was even raised about driving 
through a half mile of covered highway only to suddenly be faced with either a rising or 
setting sun.  
It’s becoming increasingly clear that designing this new section of I-84 is going to require a 
lot of thought to get it right, and the more help the DOT gets now from the public with 
these Planning Studios the better the results will be for everyone. 
If you haven’t been to one yet, it’s not too late. Fresh ideas and points of view are welcome, 
Open Planning Studio #8 is scheduled for Wednesday, April 20, 2016 and Thursday, April 
21, 2016. In the mean time you can go to 
http://www.i84hartford.com/i84alternatives/index.html to look at the options and also 
enter your opinions.  
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