
AHNA Gets Help From Higher Ed Institutions 
 

This has been a really busy Fall semester for AHNA as our partnerships with local Colleges 
and Universities bear fruit. It started with Trinity College, first with our intern Rachel 
Rossetti who has been working with Jennifer Cassidy and the Welcoming Committee. Also 
their Community Learning Initiative program, with student researchers:  Kaitlyn Sprague 
& Emy Farrow-German under Faculty Sponsor:  Rasha Ahmed took on the task of 
assisting the Welcoming Committee’s Multi-cultural Center Committee to find other 
places in the US where similar projects were undertaken in order to learn what might work 
and what should be avoided. They’ll be presenting the results of this research on December 
15th from 5:30 -7:00 pm at Hallden Hall North/Gallows Hill Commons Room at Trinity 
College. The public is welcome. 
Also from Trinity, Madelaine Feakins, Andrew Fishman, Dalton Judd, Molly Mann, Callie 
McLaughlin, Rick Naylor, Emma Tani, and Georgie Wynn, are the students of The Digital 
Image of the City course at Trinity College. Under the direction of Jack Gieseking 
Assistant Professor of Public Humanities, American Studies Program, they have worked 
with community partners and gathered mental maps of Hartford residents and commuters, 
as well as created computerized maps, in order to explore technological solutions for urban 
issues of inequality. The aim of the course is to tap into some of the issues facing Hartford 
today with community partners and to think through, using interviews and maps as 
research, how apps, websites, or technological infrastructure can lessen or alleviate social, 
economic, and/or political issues. Some topics that students--all seniors in the American 
Studies Program--have decided to focus their papers on includes issues of access to fresh 
foods, patterns of and responses to urban crime, community event sharing, and public art 
and graffiti as a form of tourism. Students will publicly present their research at Trinity 
College in Vernon Hall, Room 103, on Monday, December 14th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. All are welcome!   
A team of approximately eight students (both undergraduate and graduate) will carry out 
an assessment of the air pollution impacts from the commuter buses that idle in the 
Asylum Hill Neighborhood as a class project from August 31, 2015–December 20, 2015.  
The students will produce (1) a written report; (2) a brief policy memo; and (3) a 
presentation at an AHNA board or open meeting, date & time yet to be determined. 
  
 
 
  
 


