
A Treasure at Our Door Step 

                     The Virginia Capital Trail            

  

The Virginia Capitol trail is a bicycle and pedestrian trail that sort of links 

Jamestown, Williamsburg, and Richmond, the three capitols that our state has 

known. Actually it doesn’t go all the way to Jamestown, it really doesn’t go to or 

through Williamsburg, and only recently does it reach to the outskirts of Richmond.  

But what is there is indeed a treasure if you like to ride a bike or walk or jog for 

exercise.  When it is fully completed it will be 54 miles in length largely parallel to 

Route 5. 

    There are two completed phases of the trail that constitute our treasure here at 

Patriots Colony.  One is the Greensprings Phase that is three miles in length and was 

opened in 2006.  It begins at the Jamestown Settlement museum near the ferry on 

Route 31 and extends to a wooden bridge over Deep Creek just to the west of the 

Patriots Colony entrance. The second phase, the Chickahominy Phase, was 

completed in 2007 and extends from Deep Creek westward for five miles to the 

Judith Dresser bridge over that river.  It’s an eight to ten foot wide paved path that, 

with the exception of only a few modest hills, is fairly flat.      

The start of the Greensprings section is a small gazebo at Milepost 0 near the 

Settlement parking lot.   

  

  

  

  

  

              



    

                               

The path parallels Route 31 for a short way and then crosses the highway to run 

parallel to Greensprings Road.  It works its way past the horse farm at Drummonds 

Fields and then skirts a large corn or wheat field (depending on the year) for a mile 

or so. 
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The path then reaches a long wooden bridge across the wetlands and the Beaver 

Pond that is located behind Jamestown High School until it makes a sharp turn onto 

Route 5. Mileposts 1 and 2 will have been passed and about 1 more mile leads to 

the entrance to Patriots Colony. The Chickahominy River phase begins here with a 

hill up to the Deep Creek wooden bridge and then along a fairly straight  path that 

is parallel to Route 5. 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 



It passes the junction where Monticello Road begins its trip to the big shopping 

centers and to New Town. Next along Route 5 west is the entrance to Governor’s 

Land (at Milepost 4) and then the intersection where Brick Bat Road (Route 613) 

comes in.  Shortly thereafter, Milepost 5 will signal only a mile to go before the 

Capitol Trail crosses Route 5 (amid a bunch of caution   signs   and passing vehicles)   

and makes its way   sharply   down to    the    Chickahominy River and the Riverfront 

Park. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riverfront Park is an excellent turnaround point for several reasons: there are 

restrooms, water fountains, shady rest areas, and nice views of the river.  More 

importantly, the Dresser Bridge means a steep climb along its separate “shared use 

path” over the river to the Charles City County line and the westward continuation 

of the bike path. 

  

The full round trip of the Chickahominy portion of the trail is about 14 miles and 

the entrance to Patriots Colony is almost exactly half way.  Some of us go one way 

on one day and the other eight or nine miles the next day.  It’s easier on the “Old 

Body” and lets you enjoy the animals, the birds, and some interesting scenery. 

  

 



And the frosting on the cake is the others who use the trail.  They are courteous, 

friendly, and offer pleasant greetings.  If you stop along the trail and look like you 

are having trouble, they stop and ask if you need help.  It all adds up to good health 

and an excellent way to please your selves and your doctor. 

                                                 —— Lee Hirsh — 

  

  

 


