
Have you ever wondered why officers in uniform are not permitted to carry umbrellas? 

  Picture this scenario: 

March, 1918, on the Western Front.  Its 4:59 am, and raining. It's very dark, and cold. The rumble 

of artillery can be heard in the distance. There's a whiff of chlorine in the air. 

The trench is on the edge of no man's land. The rattle of machine gun fire can be heard to the front, 

and close. An occasional star shell gives a few moments of illumination. There are no trees, brush, 

or grass. Just mud, and shell holes. The shell holes are full of water, and some have the telltale 

sheen of mustard. Thick coils of barbed wire can be seen a couple of hundred yards ahead, all 

along the front. 

                

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   The men, gathered in the trench, know what is coming. They wait, determined but fearful.  The 

lieutenant climbs up on the fire step. He turns to face his soldiers, and looks at his watch. 

   "All right, men, this is it!" he exclaims. "Follow me!" 

    He leaps up onto the top of the parapet, unfurls his umbrella, and strides off across no-man's 

land.  Now do you understand why officers do not carry umbrellas? 

    (The real reason for this venerable rule, I’m told, is that opening an umbrella scares the horses.) 

                                                    —Bob Wilson 

  

  

 


