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THE COVENANT
The intent of the covenant 

relationship is to encourage 

mutual understanding 

and mutual support such 

that both parties may be 

enabled to better serve the 

mission of the church, the 

well-being of society, and 

the glory of God. 
– Excerpted from the “Covenant 
Between Maryville College, the 
Synod of Living Waters & the 

Presbytery of East TN”

THE COVENANT 
IN CONTEXT  

Faith & Learning  
at Maryville College

Maryville College takes 

its church-relatedness 

seriously, as it recognizes 

and affirms its role in 

the formative endeavor 

of spiritual, intellectual 

and moral development. 

By engaging students 

both inside and outside 

the classroom, and by 

providing them with a 

nurturing community  

and environment, 

Maryville College seeks to 

equip students with the tools 

that will help them build a 

mature and credible faith 

for an increasingly  

complex world.

— from Maryville College 
Faith & Learning Statement
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•  MC receives Lilly grant to establish new 
youth theology program. Maryville College is 
honored to be selected as one of 88 colleges 

to work in partnership 
with Lilly Endowment, Inc. 
in an initiative designed 
to increase the depth 
of theological reflection 
and learning among high 
school students. Maryville 
Adventures in Studying 
Theology (MAST), a program 
that aims to cultivate youth 

leaders for the church and world by helping 
them discover and embrace the traditions of 
Christian faith, put their faith into practice, and 
explore – through the lenses of Bible study and 
theology – important questions of our time. 
Lilly’s High School Youth Theology Institutes 
seek to encourage young people to explore 
theological traditions, ask questions about 
the moral dimensions of contemporary issues 
and examine how their faith calls them to lives 
of service. A key factor in Maryville’s selection 
as a grant recipient was the support of the 
Presbytery of East TN’s Equip Committee, 
Youth Committee, and John Knox Center. In 
partnership, we will strengthen youth ministries, 
and provide leadership for youth and the 
volunteers and staff that support them.

     The MAST program has a number of 
components, with the College’s weeklong 
summer youth theology program, Horizons, 
as its centerpiece. Horizons gives rising 10th, 
11th and 12th graders an opportunity to 
explore their faith, plunge into service, build 
friendships and gain confidence – all with 
the end goal of preparing future leaders for 
the Church. The dates for Horizons 2016 
are June 12-17. Visit maryvillecollege.edu/
horizons for more information. 

Greetings from Maryville 
College! In 2012, when 
Rev. Judd Shaw, Rev. 
James McTyre, members of 
the MC Board representing 
the Presbytery of East 
TN and the Synod of 

Living Waters and I signed a newly revised 
Covenant that envisioned an authentic and 
energetic mutually beneficial partnership 
between the two entities, we hoped for the 
kind of partnership we’ve experienced in the 
last year. I hope as you read the news items 
below, you will celebrate your work - the work 
of the Presbytery of East TN and the Synod of 
Living Waters in the life of Maryville College, 
and notice, in particular, that our partnerships 
have and will continue to impact the lives 
of middle school, high school and college 
students; women who hope for a better 
future; and people in another country for 
whom clean water is a luxury. As we live into 
the Covenant and into MC’s 200th birthday 
in 2019, may we continue to work in bold and 
creative ways that change lives and make a 
difference in the world. 

Thanks be to God!

COVENANT COMMITMENT

Foster the development of 
understanding of religious faith

COVENANT COMMITMENT

The Synod will provide 
opportunities for partnerships 
with the College
•  New Opportunity School for Women.  

Thanks to the Synod of Living Waters’ 
endorsement, Maryville College’s New 
Opportunity School for Women received 
a $33,470 Thank Offering from the 
Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). The generous grant 
from Presbyterian Women provided 
funding to support the three-week, on 
campus, summer program for 10 low-
income, under-educated women who 
wanted to change their lives and realize 
sustainability. 

Maryville College & The Presbytery of East Tennessee



Encourage the College and the Church to 
reflect on issues of faith, meaning and value
•  2015 Board of Church Visitors. In February, the MC Board of Church 

Visitors met for a short and snowy meeting to discuss Intersections 
& Crossroads: Meeting at the Corner of Church and College, to hear 
Canon David Porter, Director for Reconciliation for the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and to honor Mr. Gary Luhr, retiring executive director of 
the Association of Presbyterian Colleges and Universities. 

Maryville College Bonner Scholars at 
PC(USA) Office of Public Witness.

Provide opportunities for the exploration of vocation
 

•  Seminary Trip 2015. Each fall, 
campus minister, The Rev. Dr. Anne 
D. McKee, takes a group of students 
considering a vocation in ministry 
on a seminary trip where they can 
become acquainted with a variety 
of types of seminaries and divinity 
schools. For 2015, the destination 
was Chicago with visits to the 
University of Chicago, McCormick 
Seminary and The Lutheran School 
of Theology.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

about these and other programs 

and partnerships, please contact 

Kathleen Farnham at 865.981.8217 

or kathleen.farnham@

maryvillecollege.edu.

MC students, Anne McKee and Zane Dukes pictured at the University of Chicago Divinity School.

Maximize opportunities to work with the Synod in 
specific projects, such as Living Waters for the World
•  MC travels with Westminster, Knoxville for Living Waters Project. In August, 

Dr. Doug Sofer, MC Associate Professor of History 
with expertise in Latin America, joined members of 
Westminster, Knoxville in their trip to the Dominican 

Republic. The purpose of the trip was to 
assist in the re-location and repair of a 
water purification system and to explore 
the possibility of further partnerships with 
MC faculty and students in future Living 
Waters projects.

For the third consecutive 
summer, the Montreat 
Middle School Conference 
brought more than 500 
middle schoolers plus their 
leaders from more than 60 
churches in 12 states for 
a fun and faith-filled week 
of “Find and Seek.” The 
2016 conference, Work in 
Progress, will be held on 
campus July 20-24.


