
  
 

Horizons summer youth theology program set for 

June 12-17 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

April 19, 2016 

Contact:  Kathleen Farnham, Director of Church Relations 

865.981.8217; kathleen.farnham@maryvillecollege.edu 

 

Do you know a high school student who loves to lead in his or her youth group, youth 

council or school? Someone who likes to be around others who want to think more deeply about 

faith and the challenges of the world – and ask hard questions? Someone who wants to learn, 

serve and make the world a better place?  

 Horizons, Maryville College’s weeklong summer youth theology program, is designed to 

give rising 10th, 11th and 12th graders of any faith background the opportunity to live on campus 

in a small group setting while exploring how Christian faith connects to modern challenges and 

discovering how to make a difference in the world. The program emphasizes personal growth, as 

well as developing leaders for the church, school and community. 

During this year’s program, scheduled for June 12-17 on the Maryville College campus, 

Horizons will explore how to live out Jesus’ command to love our neighbor in a world of 

diversity. The title for the 2016 program is “Peoples of the Books: Reading the Bible/Reading 

the Qur’an.” Dr. Phillip Sherman, associate professor of religion, and Rev. Dr. Anne McKee, 

campus minister, will lead conversations about how Christianity and Islam differ and where they 

overlap. Through worship, Bible study, outdoor adventures and discussion, participants will 

grow in faith and gain leadership skills for their home groups.  

http://maryvillecollege.edu/about/community-education/horizons/


“Young people are growing up in a world of diversity, and they are usually excited to 

build relationships across boundaries,” McKee said. “The Bible also came out of a world where 

cultures rubbed up against each other, and people had to figure out how to live together. I am 

excited to learn more about how to be neighbors by reading texts side-by-side with our Horizons 

students and exploring faith together.” 

 Throughout the week, participants will have the opportunity to experience life on a 

college campus – they’ll stay in campus residence halls, eat in the dining halls and explore 

discussion topics in a group setting. To sharpen their leadership skills and to foster a sense of 

community, students will come together for team-building activities such as a low ropes course, 

a hike in the Smoky Mountains and a climb up the Mountain Challenge Alpine Tower, a 55-foot 

vertical obstacle course. 

  “Horizons students continue to become faithful leaders in their churches and 

communities,” said Kathleen Farnham, director of church relations at Maryville College. “Each 

year, a diverse group of young people come together to learn and share, worship and serve, and 

explore their own ‘horizons.’ Mix in fun, adventure and spending a week on a college campus, 

and it is a recipe for life-long friendships and exciting possibilities.”  

A limited number of spaces are available and will be accepted on a first-come, first-

served basis. The cost for the week is $225 per student, which covers the program, as well as 

food and housing. Some scholarship assistance is available. Registration and payment can be 

completed online at maryvillecollege.edu/horizons.  

Horizons participants who later enroll at Maryville College are eligible to receive the 

Horizons Leadership Award, worth $500 in aid annually. 

“Through the Horizons program, we hope students develop a deeper sense of faith, a 

deeper understanding of their own faith, a deeper commitment to love our neighbors, a deeper 

compassion to help their faith communities and love God and the world,” McKee said. 

 For more information, please contact Kathleen Farnham at 865.981.8217 or 

kathleen.farnham@maryvillecollege.edu.   

 

Horizons is centerpiece of MAST youth theology program 

Horizons is the centerpiece of Maryville College Adventures in Studying Theology 

(MAST), a new program that aims to cultivate youth leaders for the church and world by helping 

http://maryvillecollege.edu/about/community-education/horizons/
mailto:kathleen.farnham@maryvillecollege.edu


them discover and embrace the traditions of Christian faith, put their faith into practice, and 

explore – through the lenses of Bible study and theology – important questions of our time. 

Maryville College recently received a grant of $433,152 to establish the program. The 

grant is part of Lilly Endowment Inc.’s High School Youth Theology Institutes initiative, which 

seeks to encourage young people to explore theological traditions, ask questions about the moral 

dimensions of contemporary issues and examine how their faith calls them to lives of service. 

Maryville College is one of 82 schools participating in the initiative. 

The grant, which allows for an expanded Horizons program, has a number of 

components. Since Maryville College is a three-hour drive from the closest theological 

seminaries, the larger mission of MAST will be to serve as a year-round resource for theological 

education and youth ministry in the East Tennessee area. The program will include fall and 

spring youth retreats for Horizons participants and other interested youth, as well as continuing 

education opportunities for youth leaders. 

While the program is open to high school students of all religious backgrounds, Maryville 

College has a particular partnership with the Presbytery of East Tennessee to support youth 

ministry initiatives and leadership training with the Presbytery’s Youth Council, with the hope of 

expanding to other church bodies. 

 

New program administrator hired to lead program 

The grant also allows for the hiring of Jordan Conerty, a new full-time program 

administrator, who will serve as the chief organizer of the MAST program. He will begin his 

duties at Maryville College on June 1.  

He earned bachelor of arts degrees in religion, geography and political science from 

Augustana College in Rock Island, Ill. In May, he will complete a master of divinity degree from 

Yale University and earn an educational leadership and ministry certificate from the Berkeley 

Divinity School at Yale. Previously, he served as a teaching fellow in Yale University’s 

Department of Economics; a library and resources intern at Grace Farms Foundation in New 

Canaan, Conn.; a student teacher at The Taft School in Watertown, Conn.; and island 

commissioner, island mate and chaplain at the Boy Scouts of America’s Florida Sea Base. 

 

---------- 



Maryville College is ideally situated in Maryville, Tenn., between the Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park and Knoxville, the state's third largest city. Founded in 1819, it is the 

12th oldest institution of higher learning in the South and maintains an affiliation with the 

Presbyterian Church (USA). Known for its academic rigor and its focus on the liberal arts, 

Maryville is where students come to stretch their minds, stretch themselves and learn how to 

make a difference in the world. Total enrollment for the fall 2015 semester was 1,213. 

 

 


