
    So , What is the Trailblazer Ski Clinic Program?


At last Saturday evening's cocktail party at Whiskey Dick's this question kept coming up, especially from folks new to the club. After thinking about this yesterday, I thought I'd write an info piece for an email 'blast'.


The Trailblazer Ski Clinic program, hereafter referred to as the clinic or program, is a cooperative program between the Trailblazer Club and Stratton Mountain. Members of the club have the opportunity to join the program for a very nominal fee. In return they ski with like minded friends and select coaches from the Stratton Ski School. Clinics are held every Monday, Wednesday and Friday(minus holiday blackout dates) from 9:30 AM until 11:30 AM. Classes are small, usually 5 or 6 but we try to have no more than that. 


Here are some Q & A's that might help:


Q. What is the purpose of the program?


A. To ski in a safe friendly environment. You will ski with a coach and 
other folks approximating your skill level. The main emphasis of the 
program is to have FUN!


Q. What is it not?


A. It is not a learn to ski program. The clinic is for folks that can ski at a 
moderate rate on blue trails.   


Q. But what about coaching?


A. You will ski with a select coach from Stratton's ski school. While the 
emphasis is to have fun and enjoy the mountain experience, you will be 
encouraged and yes, maybe challenged, by your coach. I usually 
explain the class as sort of a bridge between just free skiing and a 
formal ski school class.


Q. But I get intimidated by others that I think ski better and learn faster 
than I. How do you deal with me then?


A. As I said, you will be skiing with select coaches from the ski school 
who are very aware of this concern. You will also be amazed as to how 
understanding and supportive the other clinic members in your group 
are. Your inhibitions in this area will soon be in the rear view mirror.


Q. But on many days, when the snow and the weather and me are all 
feeling perfect, I just want to ski. What then? 


A. Make your desires known. More than likely others, including the 
coach, are feeling the same way. Remember, this is a ski  program 
emphasizing the fun factor first. But don't you worry, your skiing will 
improve.


Q. What else?


A. On several occasions throughout the season there will be 'specialty' 
days. We bring in guest coaches and you will have the opportunity to 
take part in tree clinics, race clinics and bump clinics. The normal 
groups still go out on these days so you do whatever you desire.


Also, new this year, after you sign up for the program you will get a 
welcome letter. Included in that letter will be a coupon entitling you for 
a free ski boot stance/analysis session at the First Run ski shop.


Also, new this year, there will be a new ski demo day in cooperation 
with the folks at First Run ski shop. This will happen on Friday Dec. 11.


The different groups will ski in and out of First Run all morning trying 
different skis. Your coach will also help you as you assess your fun 
factor. Also, yes it keeps getting better, if you buy skis you will 
receive a $75.00 discount on any ski/binding package. Note that this 
offer is good for SKI CLINIC MEMBERS ONLY and is for skis for 
you personal use only. Sorry, you can't set up your grand kids on this 
deal.


Also, we will be including some video sessions throughout the year.




Sounds pretty good,eh?




Now it gets off the charts good!




All this for $349.00!!




Also available is a 3 day ticket pack for $99.00


Q. I am not retired and I can only ski weekends. What about the 
Saturday program that I keep hearing about?


A. There is also a similar program that runs on Saturdays. It's the same 
but different. It runs for 10 Saturday mornings from 9:00 AM until 
11:30AM. You are expected to be able to ski the mountain top to bottom 
but that does not mean non stop or that you need be an expert skier. Just 
so you can comfortably ski the whole mountain, but again, not the 
gnarly stuff.


This year the first session will be on Jan. 9. Because it is on Saturday 
we can't offer the 'specialty day' events because of manpower needs in 
the ski school. We will, however, be working on a ski demo day for you 
folks also. Also the boot analysis session still applies. Many of the 
Saturday folks view this as a 'line cutting' program as the group 
accesses the lifts through the ski school line.


The cost for this program is also $349.00.


A 5 session pack is offered at $200. and a 3 session pack for $120.00


I hope this helps you to understand what the Trailblazer Clinic Ski 
program is all about. Fell free to email me with further questions.


Stan Achey, Stratton Ski School 




   Trailblazer Clinic guru




   Trailblazer Club Ski Clinic point person

