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Biblical Text 

 22 So the men turned from there and 
went toward Sodom, but Abraham still 
stood before the LORD. 23 Then 
Abraham drew near and said, “Will you 
indeed sweep away the righteous with 
the wicked? (Gen 18:22-23 ESV) 
 



Outline 

 
Abraham Stood before the Lord 

 
Abraham Drew Near to the Lord 

 
Abraham Said to the Lord 



Introduction 

 Intercession 
The act of petitioning God or praying on 

behalf of another person or group  
Abraham speaks to God on behalf of 

Sodom and Gomorrah  
His plea is compassionate; he is concerned 

with the well-being of others   
Such selfless concern is the mark of all true 

intercessors (NNIBD) 



Introduction 

Who was Abraham? 
One of the Bible’s most significant 

personalities, the “wandering Aramean” 
(Dt 26:5)   

God called him from the city of Ur to 
become patriarch of God’s own people  

He was called a “friend of God” (2 Chr 
20:7; Jas 2:23) 

 



Introduction 

Who was Abraham? 
God changed Abram’s name to Abraham (Gn 

17:5) 
The new name, meaning “father of a 

multitude,” was a statement of God’s 
promise to Abraham  

It was a significant test of his faith in God—
since he was 99 years old at the time and 
his childless wife was 90 (Gn 11:30; 17:1–4, 
17) 
 
 



Introduction 

Sodom and Gomorrah 
Genesis 18 and 19 recount the total 

destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah found 
in the Jordan plain 

God takes Abraham into his confidence 
about Sodom and Gomorrah (Gn 18:17–19) 

Already we can see the relationship which 
is being built between God and Abraham 
 
 



Introduction 

Sodom and Gomorrah 
Sodom is mentioned in Genesis—36 times   
Sodom became known in biblical literature 

as the supreme example of a wicked city 
(19:24) 

Sodom was judged by God for a variety of 
sins, including failure to care for the poor 
and needy despite incredible wealth (Ez 
16:49) 



Introduction 

Sodom and Gomorrah 
Sodom was used as a warning of judgment 

on those who sinned against God in other 
biblical passages (Dt 29:23; Is 1:9, 10; Jer 
23:14; 49:18; Lam 4:6; Am 4:11; Zep 2:9) 

We note that in another instance, Abraham 
interceded on behalf of Abimelech (Gen 
20:17, 18) 
 

 
 



Abraham Stood Before the Lord 

Three actions (stood, drew near and 
said) 
ָעַמד(amad)- to go up before, stand in 

position or respectfully before, be 
motionless; (Hi.) to bring to halt, set up, 
set forth, arrange (Landes) 

Although the others had left, Abraham 
stayed in the presence of the Lord 
 

 
 
 



Abraham Stood Before the Lord 

 Initial relationship  
Abraham’s intercession begins with just 

being in the Lord’s presence 
It demonstrates humility 
It demonstrates submission and patience 
The patriarch stands in waiting at the 

presence of a superior as in other situations 
(Ex 9:10; Lev 9:5; Dt 4:10) 
 
 
 



Abraham Drew Near 

 Increasing relationship 
נָגַׁש (nā·ḡǎš)- come near, approach, present, 

i.e., make linear movement to the presence 
of another (Swanson) 

By drawing near to the Lord, there is a 
growing sense of intimacy and rapport 

Abraham has not yet petitioned the Lord 
  



Abraham Drew Near 

 Increasing relationship 
The last NT exhortation to “draw near” is 

Hebrews 4:14-16 which shows Jesus as the 
great high priest 

The role of the high priest was that of 
interceding before God for the people  

Abraham is getting ready to intercede for 
the wicked people of Sodom and Gomorrah 

Abraham is now ready to entreat the Lord  



Abraham Said 

 Intimate relationship 
Abraham now has the confidence to ask 
The petition is according to God’s justice 
Abraham is moved by compassion for his 

nephew Lot 
Lot had previously been rescued by 

Abraham’s intervention (Gen 14) 
Lot would now be rescued by Abraham’s 

intercession before the Lord  



Abraham Said 

 Intimate relationship 
Abraham begins his appeal before God 
God will spare the cities if there are fifty 

righteous 
God will spare the cities if there are forty-five 

righteous 
God will spare the cities if there are forty 

righteous 
 



Abraham Said 

 Intimate relationship 
God will spare the cities if there are thirty  

righteous 
God will spare the cities if there are twenty 

righteous 
God will spare the cities if there are ten 

righteous 
Finally, only Lot and his two daughters are 

spared 
 



Abraham Said 

 Intimate relationship 
Ten believing persons living in Sodom 

could have saved it (18:32) 
The presence of righteous persons acting 

as salt and light can preserve places where 
evil runs rampant 

God spared Zoar, for the sake of one 
righteous man—Lot (19:16–22; 2 Pet. 2:6–
7) 

 
 



Outline 

 
Abraham Stood before the Lord 

 
Abraham Drew Near to the Lord 

 
Abraham Said to the Lord 



Conclusion 

 Interceding for the lost and for needy 
saints is a high and holy privilege that we 
must not neglect 

God’s decision to destroy four cities of 
the plain but to preserve the fifth, Zoar, 
shows that He is ultimately in control 

 In the midst of judgment, God shows His 
mercy and grace 

Let’s pray! 
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