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Greetings!
We would like to share with you the first issue of the newsletter of the Center for Governance and Sustainability at
the University of Massachusetts Boston.
We launched the Center in March 2011 with the mission to bring academic analysis and rigor into policy processes
in environment and development governance and sustainability. The Center will serve as an information
clearinghouse, a brutal analyst, and an honest broker. As of January 2012, the Center is home to three core
initiatives: the Global Environmental Governance Project, the Green Boston Harbor Project and the Readers'
Guide to the Global Redesign Initiative of the World Economic Forum, which will be launched later this year.
We wish you a healthy and prosperous new year and look forward to engaging with you!
Maria Ivanova and Craig Murphy, Co‐Directors

Center Events

Global Environmental Outlook (GEO5) Production Meeting

UMass Boston initiates
a new PhD program in
Global Governance and
Human Security
The new PhD program
in Global Governance
and Human Security will
equip students with the
skills needed to address
a number of global
concerns, including
sustainability, public
health, and human
rights.
Applications are due
February 15, 2012.

In November 2011, the Center for Governance and Sustainability hosted a production
meeting for the policy chapters of the Global Environmental Outlook (GEO‐5). GEO is the
flagship environmental assessment by the United Nations Environment Programme
that aims to facilitate interaction between science and policy to inform environmental
decision‐making globally. As the culminating event of the meeting, on November 3rd, the
authors and collaborating scholars engaged in a roundtable discussion on "Trajectories to
Sustainability: People, Planet and Prosperity." The panelists included
Ivar Baste of UNEP
Fatoumata Keita‐Ouane of UNEP
Trista Patterson of the U.S. Forest Service
Laszlo Pinter of the Central European University
Bernice Lee of Chatham House
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For more information
click here.

In the Media
University Sources
Fatoumata Keita‐
Ouane

Close to a hundred students, academics, and professionals attended the roundtable. To read highlights from
the event click here.
Nordic Council of Ministers Discussion on International Environmental Governance
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On December 14 2011, the Nordic Council of Ministers organized an event spotlighting system‐wide
strategies and frameworks for international environmental governance at the International Peace Institute in
New York . Maria Ivanova, Co‐Director of the Center for Governance and Sustainability, presented on
financing for environment. Over sixty representatives from states and UN agencies participated in the
seminar and engaged in discussing reform of the UN system through improved coordination and coherence.
Participants also deliberated on the challenges and opportunities that Multilateral Environmental
Agreements (MEAs) provide at the country level and the need for bridging the normative and operational
functions in international environmental governance. To read the full article click here.
Go to top

Center Publications
Summary Report for Bern Workshop

The Center published a summary report for the Workshop on International
Environmental Governance: Grounding Policy Reform in Rigorous
Analysis held in June 2011. The Center co‐organized the workshop with the
Federal Office for the Environment of Switzerland (FOEN) and the World Trade
Institute (WTI) at the University of Bern. Forty participants from academia,
national governments, international organizations and think‐tanks attended the
workshop. The outcomes include a research agenda seeking to bring policy
makers and academics in closer communication and collaboration and a new
Governance and Sustainability Issue Brief Series (see below).
To view the full report click here or for a downloadable version click here.
To see participant biographies click here.
Governance and Sustainability Issue Brief Series
The Governance and Sustainability Issue Brief Series was launched in November as an outcome to the Bern
workshop. It is a series of short policy papers which provide analytical input to contemporary political
discussions on institutional reform for environment and sustainable development. Submissions are peer‐
reviewed by both academics and government officials and distributed to policymakers. We would like to
thank the editorial board for their guidance in the production process.
Brief 1: Financing International Environmental Governance: Lessons from the United Nations Environment
Programme
October 2011
by Maria Ivanova
Financing for the global environment is scattered among many
institutions and, without an overview of total financial flows, often considered scarce. This
issue brief begins an analysis of the financial landscape by focusing on the anchor institution
for the global environment, the UN Environment Programme. It examines the relationship
between institutional form and funding and offers insights into innovative financing.
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Brief 2: Overcoming Fragmented Governance: The Case of Climate Change and the MDGs
November 2011
by Oran R. Young
Fragmented governance hampers efforts to address tightly coupled challenges, like coming to grips with
climate change and fulfilling the Millennium Development Goals. The way forward is to
launch programmatic initiatives focusing on adaptation to climate change and the transition to a
green economy that appeal to many separate
bodies as win‐win opportunities.
To inquire about submitting an issue brief, please contact Barbara Shepard at barbara.shepard@umb.edu.
For downloadable versions go to our publications website.
Go to top

Center Fellows
The Center welcomes its initial cohort of Senior Fellows, Faculty Fellows and Fellows. We are delighted to
have several of our GEG Emerging Leaders join the Center. All fellows share their expertise with the Center
via joint projects and publications and lectures on campus or through webcast. In addition, they actively
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via joint projects and publications and lectures on campus or through webcast. In addition, they actively
participate in the Center's network and may represent the Center at various conferences and events.

Photo Galleries
Sustainable Durban

Our senior fellows are

Durban Harborwalk

Araya Asfaw, Director of Horn of Africa Regional Environment Center/Network (HoAREC/N) and Dean of
the Science Faculty at the University of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Durban ‐ the Wider
Community
Center Documentaries

Harris Gleckman, Director of Benchmark Environmental Consulting

Quest for Leadership

To see a full list of fellows click here.
Go to top

Quest for Symphony
Way Ahead Not Closed

Highlights from
Center Fellows and Emerging Leaders
Updates from the Center Community

Joe Ageyo, in collaboration with the Center and the Horn of Africa Regional
Environment Centre/Network at the University of Addis Ababa University,
is working on a new documentary. The working title is Global Environmental
Governance in Africa: Search for Solutions. In December 2011, the Center
sponsored part of his trip to the Conference of the Parties in Durban, South
Africa.

Joe filming in Nairobi, Kenya

Negusu Aklilu spent September
through December at Yale University as a World Fellow. The
program brings to Yale 14‐18 highly accomplished men and women
from a diverse set of countries around the world. The Fellows
spend an intensive semester exploring critical issues and
undergoing leadership training, with the full resources of Yale
University at their disposal. The Fellows prepare for greater roles
of leadership, expand their professional and personal horizons, and
contribute to a deepening of international awareness and dialogue
within the Yale community.

Village scene in the Central
Highlands of Vietnam

Negusu speaking over dinner with
undegraduate students at Yale.

Jason Morris‐Jung recently wrapped up more than two years of field work in
Vietnam on a public campaign against bauxite mining projects that produced
one of the most significant affronts to the single‐party state since the Vietnam
War. His research examines the broad political potential of social movements
that mobilize around environmental issues in semi‐authoritarian states and
the role of environmental politics in reconfiguring long‐standing state‐society
relations. To read more about his research click here.
Go to top

Faculty Highlights

Professor Anamarija Frankic
Anamarija Frankic is the project director of the Green Boston Harbor Project
(GBH). She was instrumental in the selection of the University of Massachusetts
Boston as a partner in the Urban Waters/Mystic River University Collaborative
with the Environmental Protection Agency New England Office. In addition,
Anamarija Frankic represented the Center at the Global University Partnerships
on Environment and Sustainability (GUPES) in Santiago, Chile and at the climate
change conference in Durban, South Africa. She spoke at the COP17 Climate
Change Awareness Side Event.
The panel, Green Economy: Powering Climate Solutions, hosted by UNEP,
UNESCO, UNICEF, and the World Bank, brought together youth and youth
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UNESCO, UNICEF, and the World Bank, brought together youth and youth
educators from around the world to share insights, strategies, and hopes for
educating the next generation of climate activists.
To learn more about the Green Boston Harbor Project click here.
To read Anamarija's bio click here.
Go to top

Prof. Anamarija Frankic and
Chris Schillaci taking water
samples in Quincy Bay by
UMass Boston

Center Collaborations

Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
The Center for Governance and Sustainability has partnered with the
Horn of Africa Regional Environment Centre/Network at Addis Ababa
University in Ethiopia. Through this partnership the Centers develop
research, teaching and community engagement initiatives on
environmental governance and sustainability in Ethiopia and the Horn of
Africa Region more broadly. Dr. Araya Asfaw visited UMass Boston in
September 2011 to initiate a broader collaboration between Addis Ababa
University and UMass Boston. To read more about this collaboration
Araya Asfaw's Visit to UMass Boston
click here.
From Left to Right: Maria Ivanova,
Connect4Climate Initiative at the World Bank

Eunsook Hyun, Provost Winston
Langley, Araya Asfaw, and Connie
Chan

Connect4Climate (C4C) is a campaign, a competition, and a community
that cares about climate change. The goal of C4C is to raise awareness about climate change issues around
the world, with an initial focus on Africa. With the help of a broad coalition of partners, both big and small,
Connect4Climate has started an interactive dialogue on climate change issues amongst African youth and
global social media users. With roughly 70% of Africa's total population under 30, the Connect4Climate
campaign will tap the rich potential of African's youth as powerful agents of social change. The Center has
been designated as a knowledge partner and participated in C4C events in Durban, South Africa. Carol
Amollo of Kenya, Research Associate at the Center and student at the McCormack Graduate School for Policy
and Global Studies, contributed to Connect4Climate's blog.
Global University Partnership on Environment and Sustainability
The Global Universities Partnership on Environment and Sustainability (GUPES) is UNEP's primary facility
for increasing the quantity and quality of environmental and sustainability practices and curricula in
universities. Consisting of over 100 universities worldwide, the main aim of GUPES is to promote the
infusion of environmental and sustainability concerns into teaching, research, community engagement and
management of higher education institutions. The University of Massachusetts will be showcased as one of
twelve examples of best practices for its work with local communities on the Boston Harbor.
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, New England Region
UMass Boston's College of Science and Mathematics led the university through a competitive process that
resulted in the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's
New England Region. UMass Boston will work with the EPA to promote urban water restoration and
monitoring, water quality awareness, research, and environmental education. The effort was spearheaded
by Professor Anamarija Frankic of the Environmental, Earth and Ocean Sciences Department and Director of
the Green Boston Harbor (GBH) Project. The Center will participate in related research and outreach
activities engaging its global network of experts. For more information click here.
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