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Stewardship was not a word that I grew up with, but globalization is making it
a more popular word. | came into the Episcopal Church through the Haitian
community, and in my comm unity we used the phrase “obligatiun missionaire”
(missiunary ob]igation), not stt:wardship, to talk about our support of the
Church. My perspective on the story is a little different from many sermons
that | have heard.

Step back from reading this passage from a dominant point of view where the
Pharisees, scribes, and persons with economic status hold all the power. From
the widow's perspective, we see the simplicity of the act. She put in her coins
because 1t was part of her ritual, the way she relates to her God. She fulfilled
her obligatiun but not to have a rc]ationship with God or to fulfill the law as
the Pharisees might do. In the early Church, in the new covenant under Christ,
we are called to share of what we have for the betterment of the community
and to grow the church ochsUs Christ. Under the new covenant we share
what we have in order to have a relationship with the entire community.

The widow did not give of her surplus. She did not give for tax credic or
h:n::ugnitiun. The widow shared what she had. Our "uhligaﬁun misslonalre” 15
about shar'[ng, whether 1t 1s two pel'll'li::s or several billions. E_'!.r sharing Wi stay
engaged with each other and our community. As members of the Christian
CcOMMUNItY 1t 1s our “missionary obligation” to share, not give. God did not
gl-.\"l: to a small group the fruits of creation for us to amass and distribute. God

Eave all of creation to all of us as stewards.

God shared with us His being. We are created in the image of God. God
shared His Son Jn:sl.lei with us. God remains enpaged in our lives. Do not E,-‘i'l-‘::
but share with pﬁdt whatever you have. That 1s the power of the widow,

The widow was proud of her two pennies, and her commitment and
engagement with her entire community. Maybe this is the selfgiving act
that Jesus wanted his disciples to see.

The Rev. Judith Alexis most recently served LE
TE piphanic in Stamford, the H aittan Ministry of the
zgf Connecticut, and ar the Hattian ml:!ﬂ-dlfl't‘!"ﬁr the discese

uniil 2074, Currently, she emjoys her new minisdtry ar a court
mferfreter for the judicial gifem and a aepply pried for
comgregation in fer area.

Reflection Questions:
HCHN' dﬂ }'DUT un:'v:rstand }'DIJT “ubligaﬂcm rnissiunaj FC”E

Do you think of your offering of financial support as “giving” or “sharing™?
What is the difference ?
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