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The Feast of All Saints
Johwn 11:32-44

When _]csu:; found out that his friend Lazarus was dead, he started hisjourncy
toward “unbinding” him. Jesus had been teaching and showing his followers
the abundance of living in God’s realm. God gives life, not takes it. God releases
resources, not buries them. God eXpects us to circulate and “fow” our gifts,
not bind and restrict them. Perhaps Jesus was “greatly disturbed in spirit”
because of the way the people around him resisted his movement toward
showing God’s abundance. First they declared Lazarus dead and buried him;
there was no hope and there was nothing anyone could do. Then they blamed
JCSUS for his death: “[,urd, ifyuu had been here, my brother would not have
died.” When Jesus insisted that they take away the stone, they complained:
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”

How often do we use the same techniques to resist giving and releasing our
resources ! We might say: How can we give when we are still grieving our
loss. We blame it on the bad economy. Some of us blame God for not doing

sumething to turn our economy around. In fear of losing more, we lock up our
resources. And yet, we complain that it might smell really bad if we open it
siNce We instinct[v:]}r know that l‘!}f s‘tupp‘[ng the How u‘l‘_rl_"suur{:c:ﬁ’ th ey will
:l::n::af and turn rotten. Resources are like water: When it doesn't ﬂuw, 1t turns

rotten and smells and becomes opportunities for destructive things to grow.

_]1:‘.1'“5 finally confronts us by nam{ng the heart of the 1ssue: “Dhid | not tell yoll
that ii'jmu h::]'[l::'lr'l:'d, you would see the glory of God ™

D You believe in God the E’I-.\"t'l'? D You believe in the abundance that _]tﬁIJs
had shown us? Do you believe in the resurrection ! When we believe in the
abundance of God, we can have the courage to open and unbind our resources.
In doing so, we join Jesus, with all the saints in the past and in the future,

in h-:cuming the extension of God the Giver caus.{ng resources to flow and

n:jl.l'lr'tnatt olr ]i'lr't‘.i‘ communities and creation.
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Reflection Questions:

In what WEYE do you resist gj\ring and rdmsing your resources?

How has giving in the past opened your heart to God and others?

What steps might you take to “unbind” your spirit of generosity and abundance?
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