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Gilead Project: Restoring Broken Relationships 
 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 

(American Spiritual) 

 

Statement of Need: 

A need exists for Catholic people to have a spiritual and physical response to the shame and 

disgrace we have endured, and indeed, been responsible for, in some measure.  We are a 

sacramental church and need physical manifestation of this rising from the ashes.  Thus the 

Gilead name which invokes the universal cure, "balm", for all.    

 

The site at 226 Summit Ave. housed the Chancery building wherein the Archdiocese of Saint 

Paul and Minneapolis made disastrous decisions and choices that failed to impede abuse; 

perpetuated abuse; and failed to adequately meet the needs of primary, secondary and tertiary 

victims.  To re-purpose the Chancery site helps restore our dignity in the world and offers the 

society we have harmed a great gift.  It is critically important that we have a monument, as 

permanent as the Cathedral itself, to this tremendous failure, and necessary that it be located 

across from our mother church.  We wish to return the Chancery building to the purpose for 

which it was originally constructed; to serve the common good. 

 

Sexual abuse is a systemic problem that requires a systemic solution.  This is true both for the 

Catholic Church and society at large. We need everyone in the room: victims (primary and 

secondary); offenders; persons who provide healing services to victims and offenders; 

community resources for accountability (e.g. courts and corrections); community leaders both 

secular and religious; members of religious communities and society at large.   

 

An adequate systemic solution will address multiple aspects including: awareness of and 

intervention on the social and cultural factors that undergird sexual abuse and the misuse of 

power; prevention of abuse by individuals; accountability for offenders; effective healing 

services for victims of abuse; effective healing services for offenders; restoration of all persons 

affected by sexual abuse (victims, offenders and community) to right relationship. 

 

Mission Statement: 

The Gilead Project promotes healing and prevention of sexual abuse and abuses of power that 

harm children, families, communities and society. The result of prevention and healing of abuse 

is the restoration of right relationship for all members of society.   
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Core Strategy: 

Gilead creates a public space to leverage efforts by individuals, organizations and faith 

communities to develop best practices for healing and preventing sexual abuse and abuses of 

power that harm.  Gilead’s physical and public presence creates a space in which to address the 

societal scourge of abuse. 

 

What Will Gilead Do? 

1) Be a center for multiple programs and organizations engaged in various aspects of the 

sexual abuse issue. In some cases Gilead may provide space for an organization’s offices 

and programs.  The center will foster collaboration among multiple organizations. 

2) Research and implement strategies for effective restoration of victims and offenders.   

3) Provide educational programs and conferences to address prevention, healing and 

restoration. 

4) Support and engage in models of restorative justice that seek to hold offenders 

accountable; promote healing for victims and offenders; and create possibilities for 

reconciliation. 

5) Hold regular (monthly) Uncommon Conversations. 

6) Provide gathering/meeting spaces for individuals harmed by abuse who seek healing. 

7) Provide spiritual and religious services on a regular basis. 

8) Create opportunities for persons to participate with their resources and involvement in a 

positive and hope-filled effort that responds to the crisis of sexual abuse and fosters 

systemic change. 

 

Funding: 

The Gilead Project will require funding for the purchase of the Chancery site at 226 Summit 

Ave.; renovations to adjust the use of the site for the purposes of the Gilead Project; reparation 

of deferred maintenance; an endowment for long-term programming; and program specific 

funding. 

Sources of funding may include: large gifts by individuals and foundations; memorials and 

tributes; planned giving; and crowdfunding.  

Uncommon Conversation and the Gilead Project are joint endeavors of Susan Pavlak and Gil Gustafson who seek to 

transform the environment of Church and society regarding sexual abuse and abuse of power.  Susan and Gil have 

shared their experiences, strength and hope with various audiences including prisoners who have committed sexual 

offenses, Department of Corrections classes, denominational officials and seminarians. If you have any questions or 

suggestions you may contact Uncommon Conversation at uncommon.conversation@yahoo.com or 651-387-0106. 
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