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May 12, 2016 
 
The Honorable Jared Huffman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Representative Huffman: 
 
The California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) writes in strong support of a number of 
provisions contained in the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA). For 60 years, CASA has 
been the leading voice for public wastewater agencies on regulatory, legislative and legal issues, 
representing 90% of the state. We are an association of local agencies, engaged in advancing the 
recycling of wastewater into usable water, generation of renewable energy, and other valuable 
resources.  
 
As you and your colleagues on the Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure consider 
provisions to reauthorize WRDA, we write to encourage you to address a number of important water 
resources matters that, if adopted as part of WRDA 2016, would help local agencies implement 
innovative and effective solutions to our water resources management needs.   
 
First and foremost, any WRDA reauthorization must support programs that would encourage the 
use of innovative water supply and treatment technologies, enhance funding of water quality needs, 
and use of best science to manage our water resources. These matters are vital to ensure that we 
can respond to our nation’s changing water quality and supply conditions. A priority must be given 
in any bill to reinvigorate our core water infrastructure programs, including the State Revolving 
Fund (SRF) program. The committee has a tremendous opportunity using WRDA to break through 
years of inadequate funding of water resources infrastructure by providing for meaningful federal 
contributions to local efforts that address water infrastructure needs.  
  
Another approach that we believe would assist our efforts to address the impacts of drought in the 
arid west is the leveraging of federal and nonfederal investments in federal facilities. The Senate 
WRDA bill, S. 2848, contains a provision to help achieve that goal: Section 1012. This provision 
would allow for nonfederal entities to request the review and approval of the use of reservoirs to 
capture stormwater flows. Utilization of this excess capacity could, in turn, help provide for a 
sustainable water supply. It is this kind of revenue neutral policymaking that can lead the way to 
innovative and effective solutions to address both flood protection and water scarcity. 
 
Finally, we also urge you to consider including language that will encourage greater coordination 
among all levels of government addressing water resources management. Many communities in 
the arid west struggle to find sufficient water supplies to keep pace with increasing demand, and 
some municipalities, including CASA members, are developing plans for stormwater capture and 
management, water reuse, and aquifer recharge. Enhanced coordination between the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) and local stormwater agencies could help all parties find cost effective 
solutions to address changing hydrologic conditions. The opportunity to engage local stormwater 
management efforts in order to complement efforts like those in S. 2848 would lead to improved 
water resources management. As such WRDA 2016 should include a provision requiring enhanced 
coordination between the ACOE and municipalities. This is a commonsense provision that will 
encourage local and federal officials to manage water as one resource with multiple purposes.  It 
enjoys bipartisan support in the Committee and we ask that it be included in the introduced WRDA 
bill.   
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Again, we hope that the issues we identify will be addressed in any committee developed WRDA 
2016. We look forward to working with you as the legislation progresses through the committee 
and Congress. 

Sincerely, 

Roberta L. Larson 
Executive Director 


