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Your students are about to embark on a wonderful learning experience
through the DC Collaborative’s Arts for Every Student program! Field trips to
arts and cultural venues are a great way to take learning out of the classroom,
and into the world. Arts and humanities education is a vibrant and engaging
way to make learning fun, and to reach a variety of learners. This guide is
designed to be a helpful tool for you to make the most out of your cultural visit
and to help you utilize pre- and post- trip instruction to maximize the impact of
out-of-classroom learning.

PREPARATION
A key element to ensuring a successful and rich learning experience is good
preparation! This includes preparing your class, preparing yourself, and
preparing your colleagues and administrators for the trip. Here are some tips
to get you started:

Maximizing
the impact of
out-ofclassroom
learning:

Top Ten
Tips for an
Eﬀective
Fieldtrip!

Preparing Teachers, Staﬀ & Administration
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(1) Establish a lesson plan/unit plan or learning outcomes for
the trip. Think about what you want to get out of the
experience and what you want the students to learn. Ideally,
the experience is part of a lesson or unit of study for your classroom;
if this is not possible, select outcomes speciﬁc to the trip. As an example, for
“Spot’s Birthday Party” at Adventure Theatre, the learning outcome might be
that students are able to recall the story events in correct sequence, or be able
to answer questions about the story’s plot (PK.LT-U.1 and PK.LT-U.2).
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(2) Familiarize yourself with the content of the event to
ensure your outcomes are met. As an example, for the Washington
Bach Consort’s “Bach in Time” performance, learn basic facts about
Bach, about Baroque music and the Baroque period.
• How did people dress during the Baroque period?
• What technologies existed during this time?
• What did people read?
• How could any of this relate to the lives of your students?
• Familiarize yourself with a few pieces of his music.
Visit the venue before you take your class there. If this is not possible, visit the
organization website to get a sense of the place you will be taking your
students. Many of our providing organizations have great websites, some with
pages speciﬁcally dedicated to their education programming or school events.

3

(3) Conﬁrm logistics at least two weeks prior to the trip. Speciﬁcally:
• Know the address of the venue and where it is located in relation to your school.
• Know the name of the transportation provider and the pick-up time, or if travelling by
metro, make sure you have received the necessary number of metro passes.
• Know the return time to the school building.
• Make any necessary meal arrangements with your school cafeteria staﬀ. Be sure
students have a meal or snack available before or after long trips out of the building.
• Make sure permission slips have been disseminated and collected.
• Conﬁrm required number of chaperones.
• Make sure you have no other testing or school calendar conﬂicts with your planned
trip date.
• Inform colleagues about the trip, especially if students will be absent from their
classes, and inform any school building staﬀ about trip logistics. Especially important is
providing front-oﬃce staﬀ with transportation and venue details.
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(4) Collaborate with colleagues if possible, such as specialists that might be able to reinforce
the arts content of the trip. As an example, students attending the “Seeing Through Writing”
tour at the National Museum of Women in the Arts could learn about portrait, landscape and
narrative paintings. Be sure to connect these lessons to all relevant content standards including
in the arts discipline as well as to sequential learning in the arts.

Linking Your Fieldtrip to Learning Standards
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The Following Chart is based on the “Art of the Story: Jacob Lawrence’s The Migration Series”
presented by the Phillips Collection. This event is part of the 2011-2012 AFES oﬀerings.
This event relates to the following strands in the TEACH domain of the Teaching and Learning
Framework:

Teach 3: Engage all students in learning.

Teach 4: Target multiple learning styles.
Teach 7: Develop high-level understanding
through questioning
Teach 9: Invest students in learning.

Above: Student Artwork

* Based on the OSSE Standards for Visual Arts
**Based on the Common Core Standards in Language Arts
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The Following are examples of Content Area Standards applicable to “Art of the Story:
Jacob Lawrence’s The Migration Series”
OTHER RELEVANT
CONTENT AREAS**

VISUAL ARTS*
6.4.3 Identify and describe
ways in which culture is
reflected in current works of
art

TEACHING AND LEARNING
FRAMEWORK

Language Arts
Reading Standards for
Literature

Teach 3

Grade 6

Teach 4

Craft and Structure

Teach 7

6. Explain how an author
develops the point of view of
the narrator or speaker in a text.

Teach 9

* Based on the OSSE Standards for Visual Arts
**Based on the Common Core Standards in Language Arts

Preparing Your Students

half
way
there
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(5) Use the materials the providers send. All AFES providers are required to make availablepreparatory materials to schools attending their events, so be sure to use them to prepare your
class. Take the initiative to gather the relevant teaching materials in advance either by directly
contacting the institution or by contacting the DC Collaborative at info@dccollaborative.org.
Use these to build your lesson plan. These materials should contain event descriptions,
resources, pre and post lesson ideas or prompts, and information about the speciﬁc art form.
Many preparatory materials will also include the national or state standards of learning applicable to the event.
(6) Generate prior knowledge in the following ways:
• For a performing arts experience, talk with your students about the story they will see
and hear. Read the story in class and ask about the scenery and costumes they can
expect, and establish an understanding of the characters. As an example, PreKindergarten students attending “Spot’s Birthday Party” at Adventure Theatre could
prepare by reading “Where’s Spot?” the story upon which the performance is based.
Students could be prompted to look for their favorite character from the story, and
remember one detail about this character in the play. The detail could be as simple as
their costume (Theatre Standards PK 3.1) or a speciﬁc part of the play in which they
appear.
• If they are going to a museum, or other visual experience, talk with your students
about the biography of the artists whose work they will see, and the kinds of art they
might experience. Introduce vocabulary, and talk about ways of appreciating and
reacting to art.
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Creatively Integrate the Experience
Across the Curriculum
and Measure Outcomes
Think artfully about how you can prepare your students. In addition to reading the story
“Where’s Spot?”, consider activities as simple as having the students create their own
tableaux (living still image) of a part of “Where’s Spot?”; ask them to use movement or
actions to demonstrate vocabulary words from the story; or make costumes as a class for
their favorite characters from the story. Build social studies, geography, history and math
lessons into the experience and prepare to measure the outcome through portfolio
development, journal writing, and quizzes among other assessment tools after the trip.
Develop a system for noting the ways in which your students are engaged before, during and
after the trip – are they asking more questions and initiating activities as a result of the ﬁeld
trip?
Generate prior knowledge about the art form and the speciﬁc content of the event as well as setting. Talk

about the footwear used (ballet), instruments they will see (music), type of stages (theatre) or time periods and
types of art mediums used (visual art). For example, describe the setting in which they can expect to see the
performance: Will they experience a traditional theater with a proscenium and curtain, or will they be in a theatre
in the round? Can they describe the diﬀerence?
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(7) Be clear about behavior expectations. Remind students that they represent their school and
their families, and should be sure to choose appropriate public behaviors at all times. Be clear about
consequences for inappropriate behaviors.

Here are some standard rules of etiquette for arts and cultural venues/events:
• Arrive on time.
• When you enter the venue, remember to use inside voices and behaviors.
• Do not eat or drink in the venue.
• Use the bathroom before or after a performance or tour. If the performance oﬀers an intermission, it is
also appropriate to use the facilities then.
• Remain seated during performances, unless encouraged to participate by performers.
• Do not talk or whisper during a performance.
• Applaud to show appreciation at the end of a performance or tour.
• Always thank the providing organization upon leaving.
• Leave the venue as clean as you found it.

I

good behavior!
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DURING THE VISIT: ACTIVE LEARNERS
During the visit, prepare your students to be
active learners for both seated performances
and interactive tours. Prompt your students to
look for speciﬁc concepts or themes during the
performance, and to remember examples of
them.
Arts For Every Student: Performance at Imagination Stage
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(8) Prepare students with the following approach, based on the scientiﬁc method of
observing, analyzing, and reﬂecting.

Students Observe:
• Consider how the artists are communicating with the audience through their art form.
• Allow yourself to like new things!
• Be present and listen actively when watching a performance, viewing a painting, or touring
a historic home or museum.

Students Analyze:
• Students should be encouraged to connect what they are seeing and hearing to the lesson plan
you have developed as well as to other lesson plans in the classroom. [Teaching & Learning Frame
work, Engaging All Students in Learning, Teach 3]
Does the performance contain ideas or concepts learned in math, science or language arts?
As an example, do the dancers create patterns on stage? Do the actors use vocabulary
you’ve learned?
• Compare or contrast what you’re seeing or experiencing to your life. How it is similar? How is it
diﬀerent? [Teaching & Learning Frame-work, Invest Students in Learning, Teach 9]
• Take this opportunity to teach to individual learning styles - encourage students to act out
scenes, for example, to reach your kinesthetic learners. [Teaching & Learning Frame-work, Target
Multiple Learning Styles, Teach 4]

Students Reﬂect:
• Reﬂect on what you saw. Did you like it or dislike it? Why? Did you understand what the artist
was communicating? Why or why not? Think of questions you
might want to ask, or thoughts you’d like to share if given the
opportunity (but wait to be asked to share!). [Teaching & Learning
Frame-work, Teach 7]

Right: Alvin Ailey dance performance at the Kennedy
Center, photo by: Andrew Eccles
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(9) Follow-up Activities: It is important to reconnect with students after the trip, to
check for understanding and learning. Adult chaperones can ask simple questions and
answers on the ride back to the school. Students can meet in small groups to discuss a
question prompt about the experience. Students can write reﬂections or responses on a
large poster paper after the trip.

Post Visit: Following Up

...and

10!

(10) Assessment and Evaulation: Were your outcomes met? Ensure that the
experience is part of a larger unit of study. Post-visit lessons and assessments should
incorporate concepts learned during the trip. Students can write reflections, or
complete an Exit Slip or quiz upon returning to the school. Students can be assigned
homework, such as a journal entry, or a fictitious letter to a friend describing the trip.

Also, Please complete an evaluation form provided by the DC Collaborative and send it in to
info@dccollaborative.com about your experiences with entire ﬁeldtrip process.

Cultural Fieldtrips Support Content Mastery and Advance the Following 21st Century
Learning Skills:
Creativity and innovation
Critical thinking and problem solving
Communication
Collaboration
Global Awareness
Media and Technology Literacy

Top Ten Tips for an Eﬀective Fieldtrip!
About the DC Arts and Humanities Education Collaborative:

More than 70 members strong, the DC Arts and Humanities Education Collaborative
(DC Collaborative) provides equitable access to quality arts and humanities education
for all DC public and chartered public schools for the growth of the whole child. Working
with its partners, since its founding in 1998, the DC Collaborative produces such
exemplary programs as Arts for Every Student and the Arts Education Initiative.
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