
Students Make the Difference in a Career Changers New Life 

In a prior career changer article (March 13, Career Changers to Teachers: An Investment) I listed 

the benefits of having employees change careers to become teachers.  In this article, I discuss 

what brings career changers to teaching and what keeps teachers teaching – the students. 

 

In 2006, as part of my dissertation research, I developed and conducted a survey with career 

changers who became teachers. I was told by a representative in the school system where I was 

doing my research, not to expect too many returns since that school system did not have a large 

number of career changers, so I planned for 50 completed surveys.  At the end of one week, I had 

reached that 50, and by the time the survey closed two weeks later, I had 218 completed surveys 

from career changers relating information about their transition into teaching and what had 

helped them make that transition.  It turned out that many career changers had made the move to 

teaching prior to coming to the school system, and no one knew this. 

  

Four open-ended questions were included on that survey, and in answering those questions, the 

career changer teachers had taken time to write not only to me but to individuals like you, future 

career changers.  They described their transition to teaching, explained what they had needed, 

and offered advice to future career changers.  I had approximately 50 pages of written comments, 

so what I share with you here about the joy of teaching, is some of that advice from career 

changers who became and remained teachers.  

 

One hundred forty-six respondents replied to a question asking about interactions with students 

and teaching.  The number one comment was that positive student interactions lead to 

satisfaction with one’s position as a teacher; these interactions make a teacher feel as though he 

or she is doing something right. These career changers say it much better than I, so read on to 

discover what they said will make your transition to teaching easier and help you make an impact 

on the future: 

 

I find that I am more compassionate. I look for the good in people and am more 

creative. I find I am also more resourceful and enjoy the fact that family and 

friends often seek my advice when learning has become an issue. This boosts 

my confidence and helps me strive to be my best. 

 

I have always felt like a teacher. I always wanted to be a teacher. I have been 

told by several colleagues and grad professors that I have a very professional 

approach to teaching. That has been important to me, but the success of my 

students in the classroom has had the most impact on making me identify as a 

teacher. 

 

The in-class student interaction is the most important thing that impacts my 

identity as a teacher. I enjoy when students say "this is nothing against you 

because I think you are a great teacher, but this class is really difficult." That 

lets me know that I am approachable as a teacher and am still challenging my 

students and keeping expectations high every day. 

 



I feel respect goes in all directions…… My students are well behaved, and that 

is because I treat them with respect, but they know what my expectations are. I 

feel extremely confident when interacting with students, teachers, and 

administration. 

 

The interaction with the students is central to my decision to make a career 

change. I try to introduce elements of life skills into my class to prepare them 

for college life and independence beyond preparing them for college classes. 

 

The interaction with students has made me aware of my strengths and 

weaknesses as a teacher. Assessing how students react to lessons and evaluating 

their learning shows me what my own strengths and weaknesses are. 

 

If you are interested in a new career as a teacher, contact Sheila Allen at 

sheila@ccteach.org.  The Center for Career Changer site at http://ccteach.org/teaching-

certification will also provide information about becoming a teacher in your state and 

programs available for career changers.   
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