
Over $23K paid to local teachers this year through new after-school program for 

kids 

35 first-of-its-kind "ThinkerKids!" programs incorporated into local schools 
 

 

(New Orleans) — As the 2014-2015 school year wraps up, teachers in Greater New Orleans will have earned more than 

$23,000 in additional income through Thinkerella, a local startup that provides interactive learning programs for children 

ages 3-13. Thinkerella focuses on STEAM-related (science, technology, engineering, art, math) activities that encourage 

learning through firsthand experience. 

From September 2014 through May 2015, a dozen area schools partnered with Thinkerella (mythinkerella.com) to launch 

a total of 35 ThinkerKids! after-school programs for their students. Teachers acting as program facilitators for their 

respective schools earned approximately $21,000 while certified teachers who wrote the curricula earned approximately 

$2,700. 

 
"This is a way for Thinkerella to continually reinvest in the community and to also give teachers an easier way to earn 

extra money," said Cherie Melancon Franz, Thinkerella's founder. "Teachers work so hard. We just want to make sure 

they know their efforts are always appreciated." 

 

Thinkerella's ThinkerKids! after-school program offers 12 one-hour, weekly sessions every semester, with each consisting 

of three separate experiments. Curricula and lesson plans are written by certified teachers while additional teachers guide 

the sessions. Every session includes a lab coat and safety goggles for the child to wear at the workshops and to keep at the 

end of the semester. ThinkerKids! is available to all public and private schools, tailored to service the student population. 
 

Schools that hosted the 35 after-school programs for this academic year include: St. Clement of Rome, Holy Rosary, St. 

Andrew The Apostle, St. George's Episcopal, St. Matthew The Apostle, St. Catherine of Siena, Ursuline Academy, Trinity 

Les Enfant, Hynes Charter School, Holy Name of Jesus, Cathedral Montessori and Visitation of Our Lady. Starting this 

the fall, Thinkerella aims to double the number of classes offered while also adding more participating schools. 

 

"The response from both students and teachers for the first year of our ThinkerKids! program has been incredible," said 

Cherie. "The kids love the hands-on approach and the teachers truly enjoy seeing them light up with wonder." 

 

Thinkerella, a first-of-its-kind educational program in New Orleans with STEAM activities geared toward girls and boys 

in elementary and middle school, aims to inspire the next generation of makers, builders, shapers, doers and inventors. 

 

The hands-on Thinkerella program, founded in 2014, has made its way into almost two dozen New Orleans area 

elementary schools and has expanded from its Uptown location to now also include one in Mandeville. Thinkerella's 

workshops, camps, scout sessions and birthday parties tackle complex material by making it fun and exciting for children 

through interactive learning experiences.  

 

Anyone interested in having Thinkerella come to their child's school can email myThinkerella@gmail.com or additional 

information can be found at mythinkerella.com. 
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