
 

                                            

 

Teachers Rock – You Can Too! 

The National Association for Alternative Certification (NAAC) held its annual conference in downtown Chicago the week 

of March 16. This organization advocates for career changers and preparation programs that serve candidates 

who teach while participating in, or immediately after participating in, the route to certification.  Each year, 

NAAC awards three scholarships to career changers who are either still in a program or graduates in the past year.  

Their stories, and the stories of many other career changers, provide the reasons for alternative certification and the 

motivation for work of the organization does.   

 

One of the scholarship recipients this year was David, who came to teaching after a 20 year music career in Los Angeles.  

David first worked for record companies who signed deals with names like Guns N’ Roses and Aerosmith and then 

worked for a public relations company with stars like Michael Jackson, Van Halen, and Black Sabbath.  All the time, he 

had his own secret desire to be a rock star but knew he lacked the big time musical talent to go the route of the groups 

and individuals for whom he worked.  Then David realized that he could be a rock star – by becoming a teacher.  He 

explained to conference attendees that a rock star is someone that others look up to and admire.  A rock star is 

someone who leaves a mark on people.  David realized that a teacher does the same with his students.  So he entered 

an alternative program in the Los Angeles Unified School District Intern Program and is now teaching English to special 

education students in a high school in California.  One of David’s scholarship references comes from one of his 11th grade 

students.  This student explains how David is the kind of teacher who explains the information in ways that the students 

understand and makes students want to learn because it’s fun.  He gets to know his students on a personal level.  David 

“roots for us to succeed and helps us get jobs,” writes this student.  “For a lot of boys without dads, he’s the guy you can 

talk to about stuff; he’s the guy that will show you how to tie a tie, or how to ask a girl out on a date, and how we should 

respect women and work hard and take care of our responsibilities.”  And this same student begins the letter of 

reference by saying “Here he goes again, asking me to do something I’ve never done before.” 

 

The record business was flashy, but it didn’t satisfy David.  He was looking for more; he was looking to be his own rock 

star.  David has fulfilled his dream. 

 

If you have been thinking about teaching as your next career, go to http://ccteach.org/teaching-certification, and choose 

your state in the drop-down menu.  Click on the Requirements and Pathways arrows to see what is required for a 

teaching certification in your state.  Then use the drop-down menu to choose an area you want to teach and view the 

alternative programs available to you.  Click on any one of them to find information about the program as well as 

contact information; you could be the next rock star!   

 

If you are interested in supporting the National Association for Alternative Certification, you can be an associate 

member for $400 per year and/or sponsor a $1000 STEM scholarship next year in New Orleans, March 6-9 at the Royal 

Sonesta Hotel. Contact Judy Corcillo, Executive Director at Jcorcillo@yahoo.com.  We need your help to create more 

rock stars for our nation’s students. 
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