
 

 

 

More STEM Activities, or actual communication? 

The typical American educator generally has very little time to add anything to their busy daily curriculum 

demands as testing looms on the horizon, so let's make this simple and fast. 

As publisher of STEM Magazine, my primary concern remains the well-being and longevity of the educator. 

My question to myself is, "What does the reader need this month from us at STEM Magazine?". 

Do you need more "STEM activities?", which by the way are a dime a dozen using Google or do we need to  

intellectually reach out and ask about the interests  young students already have or do not have? 

 Many of our articles refer to the adolescent brain and how it learns, retains and recalls information for 

future recall. Maybe that is a huge part of the "STEM Interest" equation....the brain. 

What if STEM activities are not the best tool to accomplish STEM interest for the majority of our students? 

Could it be that students already have interest's and curiosity in career paths but not the opportunity to ask 

questions about them in the typical classroom environment? 

If per chance the average parent was not up to speed on STEM and a large portion of American educators 

have a limited or incomplete understanding of what STEM really is, who will the students turn to in 

exploration of their curiosity and dreams of a future job they will love? I wouldn't expect an elementary 

student to have the level of will and determination to do this on their own, and as students enter 

adolescence, so many other hormonal influences begin to interfere with mental processes and focus as the 

daily grind of school continues without pause. 

So many of the curriculum skills necessary to prepare for advanced STEM careers must be pursued and 

accomplished prior to high school and the teenage years can become full of everything BUT curriculum 

preparation.  

As STEM Magazine continues to chase the hundreds of thousands of educators who don't think they need to 

be concerned or aware of STEM because they don't teach at a STEM school or don't teach math or science, I 

can only repeat once again, "Every career is a STEM career and every teacher is a STEM teacher". 

Pick any career field and you will find it full of daily STEM applications to some degree or another..... including 

being an educator,  which by the way is a STEM career.  

Here is my "STEM activity" for your class this month: 

1. Have your students take 3 minutes of class time to write down what they are most interested in (at this 

moment anyway) as a possible career. You can spare that time and this applies to every grade level. Have 

them turn those in to you with their name on it. If the page is blank, that student needs a mentor right away 

to help them find a path of interest. It's there, but may simply be unrealized or assumed to be frivolous. 

2. As an easy and "important"  weekend  assignment, have them briefly define (and probably Google) how 

that job uses Science ( best definition:  the systematic accumulation of knowledge), Technology, Engineering  

( The Engineering Method:  a decision making process) and math (what kind of math?) 

3. You need to read these the following week for your benefit and theirs. If the assignment is complete, 

you've accomplished more than you know in regard to presenting STEM as a necessity for every student and 

brought invaluable awareness to the student and you about the "true meaning" of STEM in everyday 

life....both yours and theirs. 

The most important STEM activity students can participate in is "thought"....thought about what keeps their 

interest, causes curiosity, questions the requirements to pursue it and evaluates their will and determination 

to follow that path. 

-Wayne Carley 


