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In mid July, the U.S. Senate joined the U.S. House in passing legislation to rewrite the No Child Left 
Behind Act (NCLB). The Senate’s bill, the Every Child Achieves Act (S.1177) passed 81-17 with 
overhwhelming bipartisan support, and contains a strong focus on science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) education.   However, the House bill, the Student Success Act (H.R. 5) goes much 
further than the Senate bill in reducing the federal role in education and contains only a scant focus on 
STEM education.  Our Coalition has worked very hard over the last 6 months to improve both bills and 
we thank all of our members and the thousands of individual educators and STEM professionals for their 
attention and work to make the voice of our community heard by policymakers on Capitol Hill.   With 
the House and Senate are now starting the process of reconcilling the differences between their two bill 
and there will be a great deal of work left to do this Fall to get a final, acceptable bill signed into law.   
 
What’s in the House and Senate NCLB Reauthorization Bills?    
 

 Testing and Standards:  Both bills maintain current-law requirements for annual, statewide 
assessment of all students in grades 3-8 and at least once in high school, in both reading and 
math, as well as the requirement of a science assessment of all students in science at least once, 
each, during elementary, middle, and high school.  The bills also maintain the requirement that 
states adopt college and career-ready standards in these subjects.     

 Accountability:   Both bills eliminate NCLB’s adequate yearly progress requirements and require 
states to create their own accountability systems that annually measure student performance.  
The Senate bill goes further to require that state accountability systems include more than just 
test scores and also requires that states report how they assess school climate, discipline, 
homeless children, and early education.  The House bill moves the other direction and provides 
states with the option of not counting students that “opt-out” of federal testing against 
measures of test participation.   

 Funding for STEM Education:  The Senate bill contains a program (Section 2005 – described 
further below) to provide each state with dedicated funding to support improvements in the 
STEM subjects, with a strong focus on improving access and quality for high-need student 
populations.   The House bill does not place any priority on STEM-related activities or provide 
any form of dedicated funding for STEM activities.    

 Support for Teachers and Teacher Quality:  Both the House and Senate bills provide states with 
significant new flexibility in using Title II funds for teachers and school leaders.  Both bills allow 
states to use federal funding to develop teacher evaluation systems, but it's not a requirement. 
And the bills eliminate the definition of "highly qualified teacher" and instead lets states decide 
what constitutes teacher quality.  

 Low-Performing Schools:  Both bills eliminate the School Improvement Grant program, but 
include other federal funding directed at low-performing schools.  Under the House bill, states 
would set aside 7 percent of their own Title I money for school improvement. States would have 
to intervene in Title I schools that aren't performing well, but the bill doesn't tell them how to 
do so, or how many schools to try to fix at a time.   Under the Senate bill, states would have to 
monitor district turnarounds, and step in if low-performing schools aren't getting any better.   
However, the federal government would be prohibited from telling states or districts how to fix 
struggling schools.   



Every Child Achieves Act (S. 1177)  STEM Funding Provision (Title II, Part E, Section 2005)  
 

What Would the Section 2005 STEM Provision Do? 
 

Section 2005, which was added in a bipartisan Franken-Kirk Amendment during Committee 
consideration, establishes a program to provide each state with formula-based funding that would be 
used to support partnerships between local schools, businesses, universities, and non-profit 
organizations to improve student learning in the critical science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) subjects.  Each state would choose how to spend and prioritize these funds, which 
can support a wide range of STEM activities from in-depth teacher training, to engineering design 
competitions, to improving the diversity of the STEM workforce.  Activities supported through these 
funds include: 
 

 Professional development for STEM educators 

 Improving access and quality for STEM programs targeting high-need and underrepresented 

student populations 

 Integrating in-school and out-of-school STEM education activities 

 Supporting STEM-related competitions 

 Faciliating the involvement of mid-career STEM professionals in educational activities 

 Recruiting, retaining, and rewarding outstanding STEM educators through state-level STEM 

Master Teacher Corps programs  

A funding level has not yet been established for this provision and is currently “such sums as required.”  
The funding authorization level for the current Math and Science Partnerships program at the 
Department of Education, which this provision would replace, is $450 million per year, with 
appropriations in FY2015 at $155 million.    
 
Why is STEM Education Important? 
 
Over the past 10 years, growth in STEM jobs was three times as fast as growth in non-STEM jobs.  STEM 
jobs make up 20% all jobs today and the top 10 bachelor-degree majors with the highest earnings are all 
in STEM fields.  And right now , we are falling further behind, not gaining ground because the number of 
U.S. companies reporting difficulty in filling positions because of a lack of skills grew from 14 percent in 
2010 to almost 40 percent in 2013.  At the same time,  by the 4th Grade, only 13% of African-American, 
29% of Hispanic, and 40% of White students are considered “proficient” in math, with similar results for 
science.  These numbers all go down by the 8th grade.      
 
How Do We Know This Program Will Be Effective? 

 
The Section 2005 program would build-upon the Department of Education’s existing and highly effective 
Math and Science Partnership program, which is providing dedicated STEM resources to more than 7000 
schools and 49,000 educators.  More than two-thirds of the math and science teachers who have 
received in-depth training through the program have shown significant gains in their content 
knowledge.  Over half of students taught by teachers in a Partnership program scored at the proficient 
level or above in state assessments in math and science (55 percent and 69 percent, respectively).    This 
is nearly twice the national average.  The language of the amendment reflects extensive input from the 
STEM education community to help improve this program further.   



Side-by-Side Comparison of House and Senate Bills (Sections Excerpted from Ed Week’s Analysis) 
 

Issue Current Law (NCLB) Senate Bill House Bill 

Testing 

States must test students 
in grades 3 through 8, and 
once in high school, in 
reading and math, plus 
science in certain grade 
spans. And they must make 
the results public, and 
include data to show how 
different subgroups of 
students, such as racial 
minorities, are doing 
relative to other kids.  

States must test students in 
grades 3 through 8 in reading 
and math, and once in high 
school, plus science in certain 
grade spans. They must make the 
results public, and provide data 
to show different subgroups of 
students, such as racial 
minorities, are doing relative to 
other students. There's room for 
local testing too—up to five 
states could get permission from 
the U.S. Department of 
Education to try out new forms 
of assessments, such as 
competency-based or 
performance assessments in 
selected school districts, with the 
goal of eventually taking the new 
system statewide. The bill also 
encourages states and districts to 
take a look at the number of 
tests they require and get rid of 
any assessments that are 
duplicative or low-quality.  

States must test students in 
grades 3 through 8 in reading 
and math, and once in high 
school, plus science in 
certain grade spans. They 
must make the results public, 
and provide data to show 
how different subgroups of 
students, such as racial 
minorities, are doing relative 
to other students. States 
could allow districts to offer 
local assessments instead of 
state tests, as long as the 
results are comparable to 
state assessments. The local 
tests would have to be 
included in the state's plan 
for using federal Title I 
money for low-income 
students, which requires 
approval from the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

Accountability 

States must set annual 
goals for student 
achievement, with the 
ultimate aim of bringing 
every student to the 
proficiency level on state 
tests by the 2013-14 school 
year. States were required 
to set smaller, annual 
student achievement goals, 
both for particular 
subgroups of students—
such as English-language 
learners and students in 
special education—,and for 
the student population as a 
whole. Schools that fell 
behind on these goals were 
considered as not making 
"adequate yearly 
progress," or AYP. 

As under waivers, states would 
be allowed to get out of AYP and 
the 2013-14 proficiency goal and 
develop their own accountability 
systems. State test results would 
have to figure into these 
systems, but states could decide 
how much weight to give to 
them. States would also have to 
factor high school graduation 
rates and English-language 
proficiency into their 
accountability systems. And they 
could include other measures 
that they think are appropriate, 
such as "grit." States would also 
have to set goals for student 
achievement, but there wouldn't 
be any pre-prescribed federal 
options, like there are under 
waivers. 

As under waivers, states 
would be allowed to get out 
AYP and the 2013-14 
proficiency goal and develop 
their own accountability 
systems. But, even more so 
than under waivers, states 
would have a lot of running 
room when it comes to what 
these accountability systems 
would look like, including 
whether or not to include 
student growth on 
standardized tests as a 
factor. State systems would 
have to consider overall 
school performance, and the 
performance of particular 
subgroups (such as English-
language learners and racial 
minorities). Other than that, 
there wouldn't be many 
restrictions.  

  

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2015/07/revising_the_no_child_left_beh.html


Funding for 
STEM 

Education 

Established the Math and 
Science Partnership 
Program at an 
authorization level of $450 
million.   

Provides for a dedicated formula-
based STEM program to support 
state-level activities.  Funding 
level in bill is “such sums as 
required.”  

No funding for STEM 
activities included.   

Support for 
Teachers and 

Teacher 
Quality 

States have to ensure that 
all teachers are "highly 
qualified," which generally 
means that they have a 
bachelor's degree in the 
subject they are teaching 
and state certification. 

States can use federal funding to 
develop teacher evaluation 
systems, but it's not a 
requirement. And the bill 
eliminates the definition of 
"highly qualified teacher" and 
instead lets states decide what 
constitutes teacher quality. 
States would still have to tackle 
equitable teacher distribution, 
though, which has been a tough 
nut to crack. 

States can use federal 
teacher-quality funding to 
set up teacher evaluations if 
they want to, but it's not a 
requirement. The bill gets rid 
of the NCLB law's "highly 
qualified" teacher 
requirements and 
consolidates other teacher 
quality programs. 

Low-
Performing 

Schools 

Schools that continually fail 
to meet achievement 
targets—either for the 
student population as a 
whole or particular 
subgroups of kids—face 
increasingly serious 
sanctions, including a 
requirement to offer 
school choice and free 
tutoring. Schools that 
underperform for years 
could face state takeover 
and be shut down, turned 
into charters, or subjected 
to other serious 
intervention.  

The bill gets rid of the School 
Improvement Grant program, but 
includes other federal funding 
directed at low-performing 
schools. School districts would be 
in charge of figuring out how to 
fix those schools, with help from 
states. States would have to 
monitor district turnarounds, and 
step in if low-performing schools 
aren't getting any better. But the 
federal government would be 
prohibited from telling states or 
districts how to fix struggling 
schools, as the Obama 
administration has under its 
School Improvement Grant 
program. 

The bill would get rid of the 
School Improvement Grant 
program, which offers 
formula grants to states to 
fix up low-performing 
schools. Instead, states 
would set aside 7 percent of 
their own Title I money for 
school improvement. States 
would have to intervene in 
Title I schools that aren't 
performing well, but the bill 
doesn't tell them how to do 
so, or how many schools to 
try to fix at a time. 

 
  



Appendix A:  Legislative Language of Section 2005 of Every Child Achieves Act (S. 1177) – 
STEM Funding Provision 
 
(Amendments and other changes included in the bill since April Committee 

consideration are highlighted) 

 

 

SEC. 2005. IMPROVING SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS  

              INSTRUCTION AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT. 

 

    Title II (20 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), as amended by sections 2001  

through 2004, is further amended by adding at the end the following: 

 

 ``PART E--IMPROVING SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS  

                  INSTRUCTION AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

 

``SEC. 2501. PURPOSE. 

 

    ``The purpose of this part is to improve student academic  

achievement in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics,  

including computer science, by-- 

            ``(1) improving instruction in such subjects through grade  

        12; 

            ``(2) improving student engagement in, and increasing  

        student access to, such subjects, including for students from  

        groups underrepresented in such subjects, such as female  

        students, minority students, English learners, children with  

        disabilities, and economically disadvantaged students; 

            ``(3) improving the quality and effectiveness of classroom  

        instruction by recruiting, training, and supporting highly  

        rated teachers and providing robust tools and supports for  

        students and teachers in such subjects; 

            ``(4) increasing student access to high-quality informal  

        and after-school programs that target the identified subjects  

        and improving the coordination of such programs with classroom  

        instruction in the identified subjects; and 

            ``(5) closing student achievement gaps, and preparing more  

        students to be college and career ready, in such subjects. 

 

``SEC. 2502. DEFINITIONS. 

 

    ``In this part: 

            ``(1) Eligible subgrantee.--The term `eligible subgrantee'  

        means-- 

                    ``(A) a high-need local educational agency; 

                    ``(B) an educational service agency serving more  

                than 1 high-need local educational agency; 

                    ``(C) a consortium of high-need local educational  

                agencies; or 

                    ``(D) an entity described in subparagraph (A) or  

                (C) of paragraph (2) that has signed a memorandum of  

                agreement with an entity described in subparagraph (A),  

                (B), or (C) of this paragraph to implement the  

                requirements of this part in partnership with such  

                entity. 

            ``(2) Outside partner.--The term `outside partner' means an  



        entity that has expertise and a demonstrated record of success  

        in improving student learning and engagement in the identified  

        subjects described in section 2504(b)(2), including any of the  

        following: 

                    ``(A) A nonprofit or community-based organization,  

                which may include a cultural organization, such as a  

                museum or learning center. 

                    ``(B) A business. 

                    ``(C) An institution of higher education. 

                    ``(D) An educational service agency. 

            ``(3) STEM-focused specialty school.--The term `STEM- 

        focused specialty school' means a school, or a dedicated  

        program within a school, that engages students in rigorous,  

        relevant, and integrated learning experiences focused on  

        science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, which  

        include authentic school-wide research.  [Klobuchar-Hoeven] 

            ``(4) STEM master teacher corps.--The term `STEM master  

        teacher corps' means a State-led effort to elevate the status  

        of the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics  

        teaching profession by recognizing, rewarding, attracting, and  

        retaining outstanding science, technology, engineering, and  

        mathematics teachers, particularly in high-need and rural  

        schools, by-- 

                    ``(A) selecting candidates to be master teachers in  

                the corps on the basis of-- 

                            ``(i) content knowledge based on a  

                        screening examination; and 

                            ``(ii) pedagogical knowledge of and success  

                        in teaching; 

                    ``(B) offering such teachers opportunities to-- 

                            ``(i) work with one another in scholarly  

                        communities; 

                            ``(ii) participate in and lead high-quality  

                        professional development; and 

                    ``(C) providing such teachers with additional  

                appropriate and substantial compensation for the work  

                described in subparagraph (B) and in the master teacher  

                community. [Franken] 

 

``SEC. 2503. GRANTS; ALLOTMENTS. 

 

    ``(a) In General.--From amounts made available to carry out this  

part for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall award grants to State  

educational agencies, through allotments described in subsection (b),  

to enable State educational agencies to carry out the activities  

described in section 2505. 

    ``(b) Distribution of Funds.-- 

            ``(1) In general.--Subject to paragraph (2), for each  

        fiscal year, the Secretary shall allot to each State-- 

                    ``(A) an amount that bears the same relationship to  

                35 percent of the amount available to carry out this  

                part for such year, as the number of individuals ages 5  

                through 17 in the State, as determined by the Secretary  

                on the basis of the most recent satisfactory data,  

                bears to the number of those individuals in all such  

                States, as so determined; and 

                    ``(B) an amount that bears the same relationship to  



                65 percent of the amount available to carry out this  

                part for such year as the number of individuals ages 5  

                through 17 from families with incomes below the poverty  

                line in the State, as determined by the Secretary on  

                the basis of the most recent satisfactory data, bears  

                to the number of those individuals in all such States,  

                as so determined. 

            ``(2) Funding minimum.--No State receiving an allotment  

        under this subsection may receive less than one-half of 1  

        percent of the total amount allotted under paragraph (1) for a  

        fiscal year. 

    ``(c) Reallotment of Unused Funds.--If a State does not  

successfully apply for an allotment under this part, the Secretary  

shall reallot the amount of the State's allotment to the remaining  

States in accordance with this section. 

 

``SEC. 2504. APPLICATIONS. 

 

    ``(a) In General.--Each State desiring an allotment under section  

2503(b) shall submit an application to the Secretary at such time, in  

such manner, and accompanied by such information as the Secretary may  

require. 

    ``(b) Contents.--At a minimum, an application submitted under  

subsection (a) shall include the following: 

            ``(1) A description of the needs, including assets,  

        identified by the State educational agency based on a State  

        analysis, which shall include-- 

                    ``(A) an analysis of science, technology,  

                engineering, and mathematics education quality and  

                outcomes in the State, which may include results from a  

                pre-existing analysis; 

                    ``(B) labor market information regarding the  

                industry and business workforce needs within the State; 

                    ``(C) information on student exposure to and  

                retention in science, technology, engineering, and  

                mathematics fields, including among low-income and  

                underrepresented groups, which may include results from  

                a pre-existing analysis; and 

                    ``(D) an analysis of the quality of pre-service  

                preparation at all public institutions of higher  

                education (including alternative pathways to teacher  

                licensure or certification) for individuals preparing  

                to teach science, technology, engineering, and  

                mathematics subjects in the State. 

            ``(2) An identification of the specific subjects that the  

        State educational agency will address through the activities  

        described in section 2505, consistent with the needs identified  

        under paragraph (1) (referred to in this part as `identified  

        subjects'). 

            ``(3) A description, in a manner that addresses any needs  

        identified under paragraph (1), of-- 

                    ``(A) how grant funds will be used by the State  

                educational agency to improve instruction in the  

                identified subjects; 

                    ``(B) the process that the State educational agency  

                will use for awarding subgrants, including how relevant  

                stakeholders will be involved; 



                    ``(C) how the State's proposed project will ensure  

                increased access for students who are members of groups  

                underrepresented in science, technology, engineering,  

                and mathematics subject fields (which may include  

                female students, minority students, English learners,  

                children with disabilities, and economically  

                disadvantaged students)[Gillibrand] to high-quality courses 

in 1 or  

                more of the identified subjects; and 

                    ``(D) how the State educational agency will  

                continue to involve stakeholders in education reform  

                efforts related to science, technology, engineering,  

                and mathematics instruction. 

 

``SEC. 2505. AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES. 

 

    ``(a) Required Activities.--Each State educational agency that  

receives an allotment under this part shall use the grant funds  

reserved under subsection (d)(2) to carry out each of the following  

activities: 

            ``(1) Increasing access for students through grade 12 who  

        are members of groups underrepresented in science, technology,  

        engineering, and mathematics subject fields, such as female  

        students, minority students, English learners, children with  

        disabilities, and economically disadvantaged students, to high- 

        quality courses in the identified subjects. 

            ``(2) Implementing evidence-based programs of instruction  

        based on high-quality standards and assessments in the  

        identified subjects. 

            ``(3) Providing professional development and other  

        comprehensive systems of support for teachers and school  

        leaders to promote high-quality instruction and instructional  

        leadership in the identified subjects. 

    ``(b) Permissible Activities.--Each State educational agency that  

receives an allotment under this part may use the grant funds reserved  

under subsection (d)(2) to carry out 1 or more of the following  

activities: 

            ``(1) Recruiting qualified teachers and instructional  

        leaders who are trained in identified subjects, including  

        teachers who have transitioned into the teaching profession  

        from a careers in the science, technology, engineering, and  

        mathematics fields. 

            ``(2) Providing induction and mentoring services to new  

        teachers in identified subjects. 

            ``(3) Developing instructional supports for identified  

        subjects, such as curricula and assessments, which shall be  

        evidence-based and aligned with challenging State academic  

        standards under section 1111(b)(1). 

            ``(4) Supporting the development of a State-wide STEM  

        master teacher corps. 

    ``(c) Subgrants.-- 

            ``(1) In general.--Each State educational agency that  

        receives a grant under this part shall use the amounts not  

        reserved under subsection (d) to award subgrants, on a  

        competitive basis, to eligible subgrantees to enable the  

        eligible subgrantees to carry out the activities described in  

        paragraph (4). 



            ``(2) Minimum subgrant.--A State educational agency shall  

        award subgrants under this subsection that are of sufficient  

        size and scope to support high-quality, evidence-based,  

        effective programs that are consistent with the purpose of this  

        part. 

            ``(3) Subgrantee application.-- 

                    ``(A) In general.--Each eligible subgrantee  

                desiring a subgrant under this subsection shall submit  

                an application to the State educational agency at such  

                time, in such manner, and accompanied by such  

                information as the State educational agency may  

                require. 

                    ``(B) Contents of subgrantee application.--At a  

                minimum, the application described in subparagraph (A)  

                shall include the following: 

                            ``(i) A description of the activities that  

                        the eligible subgrantee will carry out, and how  

                        such activities will improve teaching and  

                        student academic achievement in the State's  

                        identified subjects. 

                            ``(ii) A description of how the eligible  

                        subgrantee will use funds provided under this  

                        subsection to serve students and teachers in  

                        high-need schools. 

                            ``(iii) A description of how the eligible  

                        subgrantee will use funds provided under this  

                        subsection for services and activities to  

                        increase access for students who are members of  

                        groups underrepresented in science, technology,  

                        engineering, and mathematics subject fields,  

                        which may include female students, minority  

                        students, English learners, children with  

                        disabilities, and economically disadvantaged  

                        students, to high-quality courses in 1 or more  

                        of the State's identified subjects. [Gillibrand] Such  

                        activities and services may include after- 

                        school activities or other informal learning  

                        opportunities designed to encourage interest  

                        and develop skills in 1 or more of such  

                        subjects. 

                            ``(iv) A description of how funds provided  

                        under this subsection will be coordinated with  

                        other Federal, State, and local programs and  

                        activities, including career and technical  

                        education programs authorized under the Carl D.  

                        Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of  

                        2006. [Gardner]  

                            ``(v) If the eligible subgrantee is working  

                        with outside partners, a description of how  

                        such outside partners will be involved in  

                        improving instruction and increasing access to  

                        high-quality learning experiences in the  

                        State's identified subjects. 

            ``(4) Subgrantee use of funds.-- 

                    ``(A) Required use of funds.--Each subgrantee under  

                this subsection shall use the subgrant funds to carry  

                out activities for students through grade 12, as  



                described in the subgrantee's application, which shall  

                include-- 

                            ``(i) high-quality teacher and  

                        instructional leader recruitment, support, and  

                        evaluation in the State's identified subjects; 

                            ``(ii) professional development, which may  

                        include development and support for  

                        instructional coaches, to enable teachers and  

                        instructional leaders to increase student  

                        achievement in identified subjects; 

                            ``(iii) activities to-- 

                                    ``(I) improve the content knowledge  

                                of teachers in the State's identified  

                                subjects; 

                                    ``(II) facilitate professional  

                                collaboration, which may include  

                                providing time for such collaborations  

                                with school personnel, after-school  

                                program personnel, and personnel of  

                                informal programs that target the  

                                identified subjects; and 

                                    ``(III) improve the integration of  

                                informal and after-school programs that  

                                target the identified subjects with  

                                classroom instruction, such as through  

                                the use of strategic partnerships with  

                                science, technology, engineering, and  

                                mathematics researchers, and other  

                                professionals from relevant fields who  

                                may be able to assist in activities  

                                focused in science, technology,  

                                engineering, and mathematics;  [Shaheen] and 

                            ``(iv) the development, adoption, and  

                        improvement of high-quality curricula and  

                        instructional supports that-- 

                                    ``(I) are aligned with the  

                                challenging State academic standards  

                                under section 1111(b)(1); and 

                                    ``(II) the eligible subgrantee will  

                                use to improve student academic  

                                achievement in the identified subjects. 

                    ``(B) Allowable use of funds.--In addition to the  

                required activities described in subparagraph (A), each  

                eligible subgrantee that receives a subgrant under this  

                subsection may also use the subgrant funds to-- 

                            ``(i) support the participation of low- 

                        income students in nonprofit competitions  

                        related to science, technology, engineering,  

                        and mathematics subjects (such as robotics,  

                        science research, invention, mathematics,  

                        computer science, and technology competitions); 

                            ``(ii) broaden secondary school students'  

                        access to, and interest in, careers that  

                        require academic preparation in 1 or more  

                        identified subjects; 

                            ``(iii) broaden the access of secondary  

                        school students to early college high school or  



                        dual or concurrent enrollment courses in  

                        science, technology, engineering, or  

                        mathematics subjects, including providing  

                        professional development to teachers and  

                        leaders related to this work; 

                            ``(iv) broaden student access to  

                        mentorship, tutoring, and after-school  

                        activities or other informal learning  

                        opportunities designed to encourage interest  

                        and develop skills in 1 or more of the State's  

                        identified subjects; 

                            ``(v) partner with established after-school  

                        and science, technology, engineering, and  

                        mathematics networks to provide technical  

                        assistance to after-school programs to improve  

                        their practice, such as through developing  

                        quality standards and appropriate learning  

                        outcomes for science, technology, engineering,  

                        and mathematics programming in after-school  

                        programs; 

                            ``(vi) provide hands-on learning and  

                        exposure to science, technology, engineering,  

                        and mathematics research facilities and  

                        businesses through in-person or virtual  

                        distance-learning experiences; 

                            ``(vii) partner with current or recently  

                        retired science, technology, engineering, and  

                        mathematics professionals to engage students  

                        and teachers in instruction in such subjects; 

[Nelson] 

                            ``(viii) tailor and integrate educational  

                        resources developed by Federal agencies, as  

                        appropriate, to improve student achievement in  

                        science, technology, engineering, and  

                        mathematics; [Murray] 

                            ``(ix) support the use of field-based or  

                        service learning that enables students to use  

                        the local environment and community as a  

                        learning resource and to enhance the students'  

                        understanding of the identified subjects  

                        through environmental science education; [Reed/Kirk] 

and 

                            ``(x) address science, technology,  

                        engineering, and mathematics needs identified  

                        in the State plan under section 102 of the  

                        Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29  

                        U.S.C. 3112), or by a local workforce  

                        development board under section 107(d), or in  

                        the local plan submitted under section 108, of  

                        such Act (29 U.S.C. 3122(d), 3123), for the  

                        State, local area (as defined in section 3 of  

                        such Act (29 U.S.C. 3102)), or region (as so  

                        defined) that the eligible subgrantee is  

                        serving; and  [Gardner] 

                            ``(xi) support the creation and enhancement  

                        of STEM-focused specialty schools that improve  

                        student academic achievement in science,  



                        technology, engineering, and mathematics,  

                        including computer science, and prepare more  

                        students to be ready for postsecondary  

                        education and careers in such subjects.  [Klobuchar-

Hoeven] 

                    ``(C) Matching funds.--A State may require an  

                eligible subgrantee receiving a subgrant under this  

                subsection to demonstrate that such subgrantee has  

                obtained a commitment from 1 or more outside partners  

                to match, using non-Federal funds, a portion of the  

                amount of subgrant funds, in an amount determined by  

                the State. 

    ``(d) State Activities.-- 

            ``(1) In general.--Each State educational agency that  

        receives an allotment under this part may use not more than 5  

        percent of grant funds for-- 

                    ``(A) administrative costs; 

                    ``(B) monitoring the implementation of subgrants; 

                    ``(C) providing technical assistance to eligible  

                subgrantees; and 

                    ``(D) evaluating subgrants in coordination with the  

                evaluation described in section 2506(c). 

            ``(2) Reservation.--Each State educational agency that  

        receives an allotment under this part shall reserve not less  

        than 15 and not more than 20 percent of grant funds, inclusive  

        of the amount described in paragraph (1), for additional State  

        activities, consistent with subsections (a) and (b). 

 

``SEC. 2506. PERFORMANCE METRICS; REPORT; EVALUATION. 

 

    ``(a) Establishment of Performance Metrics.--The Secretary, acting  

through the Director of the Institute of Education Sciences, shall  

establish performance metrics to evaluate the effectiveness of the  

activities carried out under this part. 

    ``(b) Annual Report.--Each State educational agency that receives  

an allotment under this part shall prepare and submit an annual report  

to the Secretary, which shall include information relevant to the  

performance metrics described in subsection (a). 

    ``(c) Evaluation and Management.--The Secretary shall-- 

            ``(1) acting through the Director of the Institute of  

        Education Sciences, and in consultation with the Director of  

        the National Science Foundation-- 

                    ``(A) evaluate the implementation and impact of the  

                activities supported under this part, including  

                progress measured by the metrics established under  

                subsection (a); and 

                    ``(B) identify best practices to improve  

                instruction in science, technology, engineering, and  

                mathematics subjects; 

            ``(2) disseminate, in consultation with the National  

        Science Foundation, research on best practices to improve  

        instruction in science, technology, engineering, and  

        mathematics subjects; 

            ``(3) ensure that the Department is taking appropriate  

        action to-- 

                    ``(A) identify all activities being supported under  

                this part; and 



                    ``(B) avoid unnecessary duplication of efforts  

                between the activities being supported under this part  

                and other programmatic activities supported by the  

                Department or by other Federal agencies; and 

            ``(4) develop a rigorous system to-- 

                    ``(A) identify the science, technology,  

                engineering, and mathematics education-specific needs  

                of States and stakeholders receiving funds through  

                subgrants under this part; 

                    ``(B) make public and widely disseminate  

                programmatic activities relating to science,  

                technology, engineering, and mathematics that are  

                supported by the Department or by other Federal  

                agencies; and 

                    ``(C) develop plans for aligning the programmatic  

                activities supported by the Department and other  

                Federal agencies with the State and stakeholder needs.  

[Klobuchar-Hoeven] 

 

``SEC. 2507. SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT. 

 

    ``Funds received under this part shall be used to supplement, and  

not supplant, funds that would otherwise be used for activities  

authorized under this part. 

 

``SEC. 2508. REPORT ON CYBERSECURITY EDUCATION. 

 

    ``Not later than June 1, 2016, the Secretary, acting through the  

Director of the Institute of Education Sciences, shall submit to the  

Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Health, Education,  

Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and the Committee on Armed Services  

and the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of  

Representatives, a report describing whether secondary and  

postsecondary education programs are meeting the need of public and  

private sectors for cyberdefense. Such report shall include-- 

            ``(1) an assessment of the shortfalls in current secondary  

        and postsecondary education needed to develop cybersecurity  

        professionals, and recommendations to address such shortfalls; 

            ``(2) an assessment of successful secondary and  

        postsecondary programs that produce competent cybersecurity  

        professionals; and 

            ``(3) recommendations of subjects to be covered by  

        elementary schools and secondary schools to better prepare  

        students for postsecondary cybersecurity education.''. 

 


