Notes from the Ford
Fall 2015

What’s New

Improvements

New Gates at Visitors Center Entrance

Chadds House Displays
The Springhouse received a much needed cedar shingle roof.
Mr. and Mrs.
Chads are
back! Stop
by to see
what they
are up to
each month.

Chadds Ford Then and Now
Now Available! This full color
book features 43 historic properties around the Chadds Ford
area.
See how they have
changed from 100 years ago.
Learn about their history and
some little known facts along
with interesting stories from the
past. Stop by and pick up a copy
for $29.95. They make a great
present too!
The Visitors Center grounds have been wired for electricity to
help facilitate events such as Chadds Ford Days and the
Great Pumpkin Carve.
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Did You Know?
Baldwin’s Store

Darlington Creamery / Taylor’s Station

Milk Can - 1909
The above photo (c. 1905) is of Baldwin’s Store which was
established in 1878 by K. J. Baldwin. The store burned down in
1915 and was rebuilt shortly thereafter.

The new store housed the Battlefield Tea Room and sold both
gas and kerosene outside. The photo was taken around 1928.

Once a creamery in the early 1900s, many people don’t realize
the interesting history surrounding the small service station that
sits on the south side of Route 1 next to the bridge and railroad
tracks. In the 1930s, it was Kipe’s Service Station and the road
on the right was Route 1 heading towards the Brandywine
bridge into Chadds Ford. Around 1938, Route 1 was widened
and moved to the north side of the service station.
The gas pumps
were moved and
the old Route 1
became an extension of Fairville
Road. The Taylor
family purchased
the property in
1960, removing the
gas
pumps
in
1999.
Brothers
Dave and Rich
1960 - Courtesy Dave Taylor
Taylor now run the
service station which has a rather eclectic interior. According to
Pennsbury Township, the station is “a fine example of an early
service station.” As a side story, Dave Taylor’s grandfather
(same name) posed for N. C. Wyeth in 1911 holding a large
pistol which N. C. had thrust into his hands after calling him over
from working in the fields.

The building has seen many occupants since Baldwin’s closed,
including an antique store and Chadds Ford Travel. It was completely renovated about 10 years ago and now Antica, an Italian
restaurant is located there.
Taylor’s Service Station Office - 2015

1963 photo of Taylor
showing pose in 1911
N. C Wyeth painting.
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Upcoming Events
The Great Pumpkin Carve
October 22 - 24 from 5 to 9 pm
Watch as over 60 enormous pumpkins are carved into a variety of Spook-tacular images
then lighted up in our giant pumpkin patch. Take a stroll through the Haunted Trail where
scenes capture the ghoulish fun of Halloween. Enjoy hayrides, food, live music and raffles.
Admission is $10 for adults 18 and older; $5 for children 7 to 17; free for children 6 and under. CFHS members are free with membership card.

Pinot and
Pumpkins
October 13
7 to 9 pm
Pinot’s Palette
in Glen Mills
Wine and light refreshments will be included.
Guests will have the opportunity to paint their
own fancy pumpkins for
the fall season. Cost is
$35
per
person
(proceeds benefit the
historical society). Visit
our website for more information. Space is limited. Click here to signup.

Candlelight
Christmas

"I Paint My Life"
A special lecture by Victoria Browning Wyeth
November 21, 2015 7:30 to 8:30pm

December 5

6:00 to 7:30 pm: Exclusive Preview Party ($50)

1 - 6 pm

7:30: General Admission ($30)
Westtown School
975 Westtown Road, West Chester, PA
Victoria Browning Wyeth will give an intimate look into

Andrew Wyeth
Copyright Victoria Browning Wyeth

The Chadds Ford Historical Society
will be celebrating its 30th Annual

her grandfather Andrew Wyeth's paintings. The lecture

Candlelight

Christmas

Tour.

This

will focus on works from his entire career. Special attention will be given to artistic technique

treasured tradition will feature some of

models and the context surrounding the paintings. Ms. Wyeth will share family photos and

the area's most distinctive homes and

special memories of her time spent with her grandfather. During the Preview Party, guests

historic sites.

will have the opportunity to meet Victoria one-on-one and to partake in a reception filled with

advance/ $25 day of the tour.

Tickets are $20 in

local autumn favorites. Click here to purchase tickets.
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Our Society
Become a Volunteer!

Board of Directors
Kendal Reynolds

President

Phyllis Recca

Vice President

Mark Trozzi

Treasurer

Paul Haldeman

Secretary

Peter Alois
John Gould
Steve Liberace
Deborah Love

We would love to have you join our dedicated team of volunteers! Opportunities
exist for in office help along with specialty events such as the upcoming Great
Pumpkin Carve and Candlelight Christmas. If interested, please email
volunteer@chaddsfordhistory.org or call at 610-388-7376.
A big
Thank You
to all our
volunteers.
Join today
and make a
difference!

Kirk Reichard

Can You Help - We are looking for donations of the following items:

Ali Rhodes
Thomas Singer
Pat and John Steel

Vacuum cleaner
Electric Drill

Staff
Nadia Barakat

Executive Director

Allison Schell

Program Manager

Derek Larson

Office Manager

New dishwasher
Swifter with extender
Plastic storage bins
2 half barrels for planters

The Chadds Ford Historical Society is dedicated
to preserving history, serving the community,
and providing education. Its newsletter, “Notes
from the Ford” is published quarterly. Members
are encouraged to submit ideas, photos or other
items of interest.

Pumpkins (sm, med, large)
before Oct. 13
Contact Allison or Derek in the
office at 610-388-7376

We are pleased
to
announce
the
appointment of Allison
Schell as the
Program
and
Development
Manager at the
Chadds
Ford
Historical Society. Allison will be responsible for all the education programs of the
Society as well as the development of new
programs to increase our engagement with
the Chadds Ford community.
Allison recently served as the Director of
the Milton Historical Society in Delaware
and has a Masters in Museum Studies Program with a focus on Exhibition Development and Design. She also has an undergraduate Degree in American History.

Museum Store
Be sure to visit our Museum Store for unique gifts, toys, prints and
books. Fall crafts now on display! All purchases support the Society.

Chadds Ford Historical Society
1736 Creek Road
PO Box 27
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
610-388-7376
info@chaddsfordhistory.org
www.chaddsfordhistory.org
Open to the Public:
Wed -Sat 10am - 4pm
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