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Winter 2015 Thank you for a great 2015! 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We would like to thank our members, volunteers and the community for making 2015 a success.  

All of us at the Chadds Ford Historical Society wish you a happy and prosperous 2016!  

Breakfast at Hanks - January 

Plein Air - February 
Barn Market - April 

Spring Lecture Series - March 

Guest Bartender - April 

Chadds Ford Days - September 

Victoria Wyeth Lecture - November 

Great Pumpkin Carve - October 

Candlelight Christmas - December 

50th Chadds Ford Days 

Exhibit Opening - May 
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Chadds Ford Station 

Did You Know - Chadds Ford had two train stations? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chadds Ford Junction Station 

Chadds Ford Station (seen above in 1915) was built around 
1858 at the end of Station Way Road. The tracks on the left 
came from Hoffman’s Mill (Brandywine River Museum today). 
Known as the Octorara line, the tracks on the right ran from Bal-
timore to Philadelphia. The passenger line went out of service 
around WWII and after storm damage in the 1980s, the track 
was abandoned. 
 
A story has it that in the early 1970s, inspired by a getaway  
scene in the movie “Flim Flam Man,” local character Jimmy 
Lynch drove onto the tracks at Ring Road, let the air out of the 
tires of his ‘RamTram’ truck and rode the tracks all the way to 
Octorara. 

The station is long gone, but the tracks remain. The split towards 
Hoffman’s Mill exists for a short distance, but is then removed 
where the River Museum’s gravel parking lot begins. We cleared 
this section of track from overgrown shrubs and poison ivy to 
take the picture. 

Located on the west side of the Brandywine off Fairville Road, 
Chadds Ford Junction Station (seen above in 1915) was built 
around 1869 when the Wilmington and Northern line was estab-
lished. The line was built at the urging of Wilmington officials 
because their port was losing business to Philadelphia, the ra-
tionale being that Wilmington was closer to the sea and ship-
ping would be cheaper for customers. The station name had 
‘junction’ added to distinguish it from the Chadds Ford Station. 
The station closed in the 1930s, but the line remains active for 
freight. The above view is looking east along the Octorara line 
tracks towards Chadds Ford Station (across the Brandywine). 
The Wilmington line runs perpendicular between the two build-
ings above.  

From the same east view, the Wilmington line is intact and ac-
tive while the Octorara line tracks are gone in the foreground 
(including the station) and the tracks towards the Brandywine 
are overgrown. The Octorara line trestle remains. 

1920 2015 
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Breakfast at Hank’s Place 

January 17th 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Plein Air Paint-Out Chadds Ford 
Wine and Cheese with the Artists & Wet Paint Sale  

February 6th 

 

Spring Lecture Series 
 

Historical Foodways 
Nancy Webster 

February 23 

7:30pm 

 

 

 

The Aesthetics of  

Botanical Photography 
David Ward  

March 8 

7:30pm 

Alexander Hamilton 
Gene Pisasale 

March 22 

7:30pm 

 

 

A portion of the proceeds benefit the Chadds Ford 

Historical Society. 

5pm - Exclusive Preview Party ($50 admits up to 2 people) 

6-8pm - General Admission ($10) 
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Board of Directors 

 Kendal Reynolds President 

 Phyllis Recca Vice President 

 Mark Trozzi Treasurer 

 Paul Haldeman Secretary 

 
 Peter Alois   

  John Gould   

  Steve Liberace   

  Deborah Love   

  Kirk Reichard   

  Ali Rhodes   

  Thomas Singer   

  Pat and John Steel   

We would love to have you join our dedicated team of volunteers! Opportunities 

exist for office help, education programs and our annual events. If interested, 

email volunteer@chaddsfordhistory.org or call 610-388-7376. 

Spade and Trowel Garden Club - Thank You! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

It’s a beautiful autumn day at the historic 
Barns-Brinton House located just  east of 
Kennett Square in Chester County.  The  
kitchen gardens are made ready for winter 
and already the ladies of the Spade & 
Trowel are busy making preparations for 
Spring plantings as the Spade & Trowel 
Club has done since the early seventies 
as a contribution to the Chadds Ford His-
torical Society which owns and maintains 
this 300 year old house museum. The 

Club takes great care to maintain the historical 
context and accuracy of the gardens which now 
consist of 6 beds planted as they would have been 
during colonial times. Each bed is dedicated to 
growing medicinal herbs for health, culinary herbs 
for food enhancement, vegetables for the dinner 
table and flowers. The Chadds Ford Historical 
Society appreciates the devoted attention these 

ladies have contributed to the Barns-Brinton House. Through their efforts we all 
have a better place to live.  
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Our Society 

Staff 

 Open Position Executive Director 

 Allison Schell Program Manager 

 Derek Larson Office Manager 

Chadds Ford Historical Society 

1736 Creek Road 

PO Box 27 

Chadds Ford, PA 19317 

610-388-7376 

info@chaddsfordhistory.org 

www.chaddsfordhistory.org 

Open to the Public: 

Wed -Sat  10am - 4pm 

 

The Chadds Ford Historical Society is dedicated 

to preserving history, serving the community, 

and providing education. Its newsletter, “Notes 

from the Ford” is published quarterly.   

Become a Volunteer! 

A big 

Thank You 

to all our 

volunteers. 

Join today 

and make a 

difference! 

Seeking Summer Interns! 

We have two opportunities available for a Marketing/Event Intern and an Educa-
tion Intern.  This is a great opportunity for a college undergraduate or graduate 
student to get hands on experience in a not for profit museum setting.  Experi-
ences include implementing social media strategies, teaching summer camp, 
and coordinating logistics of major community events.  The term of the intern-
ship is May – August and includes a completion stipend.  Please email a cover 
letter and resume to info@chaddsfordhistory.org or call 610-388-7376 for more 
information.  Application deadline is March 25th.        

Needed -Donations of plastic contain-

ers/storage bins with tight fitting lids (to 

keep critters out).  

mailto:volunteer@chaddsfordhistory.org
mailto:info@chaddsfordhistory.org

