
MINUTES
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS of BERRIEN and CASS COUNTIES

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, July 21, 2015, Lakewood Estates Community Room

Three Oaks, MI

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bickett, Clapper, Dutton, Ennis, Gilbert, Klawiter, Lackner, Lauth, 
Ripley, Ristau, Sharp and Zilke 

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME

Zilke called the meeting to order at 4:05 pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 19, 2015

Gilbert moved to accept the Minutes.  Seconded and approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR MAY-JUNE 2015

Ripley explained the PayPal percentage fees.  It was also noted that PMP fees will be due this 
summer and that net worth will be reduced.  Zilke inquired whether we could put any additional 
monies into an interest bearing account with the intent to donate money.  Gilbert explained we 
haven’t donated due to lack of money.  We do pay dues to Lake Michigan Region League.  We 
also will pay more for officers to attend League National and State meetings.

Bickett moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Seconded and approved. 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Opening Checking Account Balance 5/1/2015          $  9,955.97

Total Income: +       $  3,099.52
Total Expenses: -        $  2,213.52

______________

Closing Checking Account Balance 6/30/2015              $10,841.86

Account Balances as of 6/30/2015

Checking Account Balance          $10,841.86
CD +       $  2,132.18
Ed Fund Balance +       $  1,033.48

______________
Total Net Worth          $14,007.52



REVIEW OF NON-PARTISAN POLICY

Zilke read the LWV Non-Partisan Policy as required at the first Board meeting after the Annual 
Meeting.  Ennis moved to accept the Policy as read.  Seconded and approved. 

OLD BUSINESS

Poverty Presentation

Lauth reported we had 34 attendees and that the presentation was a success with new contacts 
being made.  She recommended them for future presentations.  It was suggested that July and 
August should not be months for presentations due to vacations.  Ennis felt there could have 
been more in-depth discussion since some of the League members had attended Bonnie 
Bazata’s exceptional presentation in the past.

League US Studies

Constitutional Amendment (due to Citizens’ United):   The questions are out and 
December 1 is the deadline.  Discussion ensued.   

Campaign Finance:  There is a February 1 deadline.  Those who are interested can 
discuss with a Google Group.  

It was pointed out that our League does not have to do these studies.  The studies were felt, 
however, to be important.  Gilbert suggested forming a committee to educate our League on 
Campaign Finance.  Zilke will head the committee with Klawiter and an outside League 
member.  Gilbert will send an email to the general membership. 

NEW BUSINESS

Future Board Meetings

Dutton will inquire whether our League can have future permanent meetings at Lakewood 
Estates for free.  The posted future meeting dates are shown below under Upcoming Events/
Important Dates.  The League meetings will begin at 4:00 pm and run until 6:00 pm. 

Luncheons

Dutton tries to schedule luncheons every other month with speakers who are more specialized.  
Dutton spoke with the Buchanan Arts Center who wants a $100/year membership fee before our 
League can hold events there.  Clapper thought we should first plan the year’s events before 
planning luncheons.  Gilbert thought the League’s December Social Event could be held in the 
Lakeview Estates Community Room.  Dutton said a $250 deposit was needed but would be 
returned after cleanup.  Because of other functions during the year, it was felt three to four 
luncheons would be enough.  Clapper suggested we email her with topics.  September was felt 
to be a good month for our next membership social.    
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Evening Gallery Soiree

Dutton said Telene Eddington was happy to host another event for our League at her gallery.  
She will look at September or October for availability.

Special Events

Poverty:

Ennis stated that a report on Children and Poverty shows life is not getting much better for 
children in poverty.  Minnesota is Number 1 in taking care of children.  She thought our League 
should focus on children and poverty as the subject was the next largest preference for State 
League positions.  Gilbert talked about the non-partisan Citizens’ Research Council who speak 
for free.  Clapper and Dutton each suggested speakers.  Ennis volunteered to lead a committee 
for an October General Meeting presentation on Children, Poverty and Literacy.  Ristau also 
volunteered and together they will try to find another League member to join the committee.     

Other:

Ripley suggested “lack of transportation in Berrien and Cass Counties” as an issue.  He 
personally talked with a legally blind person who has trouble using and finding transportation.  
Gilbert thought this could be a Spring presentation.   

Co-President for 2016/2017

Zilke will be more involved in Lake Michigan issues and would like to appoint a Co-President by 
July 2016 to help out, preferably a Board member.  

Benton Harbor Mayoral Debate

Our League was approached to put on a Mayoral debate for Benton Harbor after the August 
primary.  It was felt that we could do this if the NAACP did not.  Bickett felt we could partner with 
the NAACP on this to give our League more presence in Benton Harbor.  Lackner will check 
with the NAACP regarding their role in the debate as well as partnering with our League and 
report back to the Board.  
  
LWVLMR Convention

Their Annual Convention is coming up September 25-26 in Glenview, IL.  Zilke will attend and 
wanted to know if anyone else was interested in attending.  Gilbert thought one delegate had 
been budgeted to attend.
  
December League Social

Zilke reiterated that the Social will be at the Lakeview Estates Community Room.  There is a 
$250 deposit and a $100 cleanup fee.  It was decided to have it on December 11 from 6:00 pm 
to 10:00 pm.  Zilke authorized Ripley to pay the $100 deposit.
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Roster/Membership Brochure

The Membership Brochure is sent to new members by the Membership Chair.  The Roster is 
also sent to new members.  Zilke suggested Bickett reformat the brochures to fit inside a 
business envelope.  

Mentoring

Zilke will be randomly appointing a Board member to contact a new member to welcome them 
and bring them more closely into the organization.  Clapper will contact a recent new member.

Supplies

Envelopes and stamps in a box at the Three Oaks Library need to be maintained.  Lauth 
volunteered to collect them and maintain them.  

DIRECTORS REPORTS

COMMUNICATIONS

No newsletter in August.  The next one is at the beginning of September.  Gilbert gets renewals 
of the ads in August.  They bring in $125 each and there are five of them.  Gilbert has 
agreement from a graphic designer to design and maintain the newsletter.  However, that 
person doesn’t want to do content.  There also needs to be someone to oversee 
communications.   The website has a possible retiree to maintain it.  Both people would do 
these jobs at no charge.    Gilbert may contact a League member with regard to overseeing 
communications. 

EDUCATION

Ennis stated that more and more poor children present a problem for education.  Both Clapper 
and Ennis have been approached by the State League’s Advocacy Committee to present their 
position on what would be an excellent public school system in Michigan.  Ennis also suggested 
that Clapper be added as Co-Director of Education.
    

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

Sharp would like to have members attend a tentative luncheon on her deck in September to 
present with papers on topics of interest.  

FINANCE
Clapper stated they had 14 responses from the new member drive.  They had three new 
members.  They received a total of $755 but taking away the dues, stamps and copies, they 
netted $641.  Gilbert suggested we have PayPal for dues and donations but worried about the 
fees so she suggested a convenience charge for using PayPal to recover the fees.  Ennis 
suggested a fund raiser or a Go Fund Me type fund.  Gilbert will look into Go Fund Me.     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HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

No report.

MEMBERSHIP

Dutton does not have the number of new members.  Gilbert recently sent the Board a spread 
sheet showing 13 new members.  There are 121 total members.  Dutton would also like to know 
member’s join dates.  Ripley puts this information in his data base. 
  

VOTER SERVICES

Lackner will wait until the August primary and then contact the NAACP.  Ripley brought up the 
National Voter Service Registration Day on September 24 and Vote411.  Ripley will continue 
working on Vote411.  He thought Lackner would be interested in working on the National Voter 
Service Registration Day which entails a commitment to finding a venue to register people 
(usually at LMC).  Bickett will get Lackner the details.  

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Bickett will work on the Roster/Membership brochures.

UPCOMING EVENTS/IMPORTANT DATES

Board Meetings 2015/2016 (All 3rd Tuesdays, except 2nd Tuesday in January):

August 18
September 15
October 20
November 17
January 12
March 15
April 19
May 17

December Holiday Social

December 11, 2015, 6:00 to 10:00 pm, Lakeview Estates Community Room on Warren Woods 
Road.

June 2016 Annual Meeting

A decision on venue will be made no later than the October Board meeting.  Lackner to contact 
potential venues such as Four Winds Casino, Tosi’s, Berrien Hills Country Club, and the 
Lakehouse.  Gilbert suggested we make sure the venue is quiet.      
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ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned at 6:26 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Lauth
Secretary
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