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he worship experience represents who you are, as a church, as a community, and as a 

body of believers. This experience includes visual, auditory and physical sensations 

which greatly enhance or reduce the value to the church member. All of these elements, 

and more, must be considered when designing your church building from the inside out. 

 

The following guidelines, or tips, will help you consider the critical factors that will provide you 

with the final results you are looking for: a worship area that facilitates the needs of your specific 

congregation as it expresses its beliefs. 

 

1.  What type of seating arrangement will best compliment the worship style of the 

congregation? What is the worship experience you are trying to create? Example: 

 

 Curved Seating Promotes Unity—This is 

accomplished by designing a radius seating 

arrangement which tends to bring the 

congregation together. 

 

 Traditional Seating—A traditional seating 

arrangement is designed with pews placed in 

straight-in-line in rows. 
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 Try this simple test. First have 10 people stand next to each other in a straight 

line and ask them to look at each other. You will notice how people have to lean 

forward to look at each other. Now, ask these same people to stand in a semi-

circle and ask them to look at each other. Notice how easy it is to look at one 

another in a unified fashion. Which one best compliments your worship style?                    

 

2.   What type of seating arrangement will best compliment your architect’s design 

concept?  In some cases, a manufacturer’s standard line of furniture may do the job, but in 

other cases you may need a custom furniture package. 

 

3. Is flexible seating a requirement? Upholstered wood chairs may compliment your 

worship style better than a fixed pew arrangement. Wood chairs also provide a great deal of 

flexibility and can be designed to interlock for a radius arrangement or straight-in-line for 

pew-like seating. Furthermore, stackable wood chairs can be combined with pews to 

provide additional flexibility. 

 

4.  The surface of the seating you choose will also be important to your worship style, but 

can also affect the function of your building. Pews and chairs can be designed with 
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upholstered seating or an all wood surface. Consider the following tips when making this 

decision: 

 

 Comfort and Warmth—Upholstered seats provide additional comfort, a warm 

hospitable atmosphere and can reduce your furniture budget. 

 

 Aesthetics—An all-wood surface provides a natural appearance and can enhance 

the architectural design of the worship area and an upholstered surface can add 

additional color. 

 

 Acoustics—Both the all wood and upholstered surface will have a significant 

effect on the variety of sounds in your worship area. Be sure to consult with an 

acoustical engineer or your musical instrument supplier to understand the 

acoustical differences and what affect each surface will have on your worship 

style. 

 

5.  Know your church furniture budget before you complete the design of your worship 

area and seating arrangement. Understanding what you have to spend for church 

furniture can enhance your worship style and give your architect much more design 

freedom. A custom church furniture package can cost more than a standard package, but if 

you consider spreading the additional cost over many years the difference in cost may be 

insignificant. Establishing your church furniture budget is another reason why you should 

consider having the church furniture manufacturer on your team in the very early planning 

phase. 

 

6.  Know the reliability of the manufacturer that you are considering. Here are a few tips 

on what to look for during the interviewing process: 

 

 How many years has the manufacturer been in 

business?  
 Is the manufacturer financially stable? 

 Are you going to deal directly with the manufacturer or 

a broker? 

 How long is their warranty period? 

 Does the manufacturer provide great service after the sale? 

 Is the manufacturer flexible with the choices and combinations they offer? 

 Does the manufacturer offer a variety of wood species? 

Designing, selecting, and installing church furniture is a significant task every church building committee faces.  The 

decisions you make will influence the worship experience of every church member for many years to come. 

 

This guide is provided by the team at New Holland Church Furniture to help everyone make the process of seating 

selection an easier one.  Since 1919, New Holland Church Furniture has been a team member with architects and church 

building committees from design and concept of church buildings to final installation of church furniture. 
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