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Strengthening Chicago’s Youth (SCY)  

Blog Guidelines 

OVERVIEW AND GOALS 

SCY's weekly blog (scy-chicago.tumblr.com) is an avenue to share information, connect stakeholders, and 

encourage conversations. This platform allows us to take a deeper look at timely topics and relevant resources, 

highlight partners and evidence-based programs, promote and raise awareness, and reflect on issues of social 

justice and violence prevention. The goal of the blog is to provide a space for open dialogue, debate, and 

brainstorming to realize community-based solutions to youth violence and the various factors playing into it. 

We encourage and invite SCY partners to write about their work, organization, program, or other area of 

interest and expertise. To facilitate a meaningful and collaborative exchange of ideas through SCY’s blog, we 

have developed some general guidance for guest bloggers. 

TOPICS and TIMELINE 

We encourage you to review SCY’s blog to see what we’ve posted in the past. You can also check out our 

website to get an idea of SCY’s areas of focus and strategies (scy-chicago.org/about). Our policy agenda is 

another good place to mine ideas (scy-chicago.org/policy). We encourage guest bloggers to write what you 

know or what you are passionate about. For instance, you could answer the following questions: 

 What is your work/organization/program about? 

 How did you come to this work? Describe your journey or your organization’s journey. 

 How is your work/organization/program making a difference? 

 How can others get involved? 

 Other things to consider while writing 

o What’s your particular expertise or experience with this issue?  

o What insights have you gained about this topic? 

o How will this help someone? (e.g. increase knowledge, change behavior, inspire to action) 

o Why is it important that they know about it?  

o Has the thinking or approach to this particular topic changed?  

o What action should/could they take?  

 Work with SCY staff to define your topic. Send a brief summary (1-3 sentences) of your idea to SCY staff 

to assure alignment with SCY blog goals. 

Work with SCY staff to determine appropriate timeline that works for guest bloggers schedule. Once we receive 

your final draft, your blog will be scheduled in SCY’s blog line-up. 

TONE, FORMAT and EDITING 

We encourage our guest bloggers to write from their perspective and we encourage your writing to be your 

voice. Blogs should be written in the first person, have a more casual tone, and allow the author’s personality to 

shine through. 

Our general rule of thumb is to keep blogs around 500 - 1,000 words. However, write as much, or as little, as you 

feel is relevant. Don’t hold back. Once we have your first draft, we will copy-edit your submitted blog for 

grammar/typos. We can also help you hone your blog and optimize it for our audience. If any edits are made to 

content, the revised draft will be sent to author for final approval. 
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CITATIONS 

SCY’s blog is not academic writing, however, we encourage some general best practices in terms of citing the 

work of others: 

 Include a citation or link to source if the lack of citation would violate copy right laws 

o Ex: “What has changed since the collapse of Jim Crow has less to do with the basic structure of 

our society than with the language we use to justify it.” (Excerpt from The New Jim Crow: Mass 

Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander) 

 Include source and quotes if content is taken word-for-word from another source 

o Ex: “Youth homicide and non-fatal violence not only contribute greatly to the global burden of 

premature death, injury and disability, but also have a serious, often lifelong, impact on a 

person's psychological and social functioning.” 

(www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs356/en/) 

 Include a link to a reputable source for cited statistics 

o Ex: According to the CDC, 27% of children that suffer abuse are under the age of three 

(www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/childmaltreatment/index.html) 

OTHER GENERAL GUIDELINES 

 We encourage solution-based critiques of public policies, officials, and systems; purely negative critiques 

that do not focus on solutions, however, do not align with SCY’s goals and intent  

 We encourage policy analysis and debate; however, any blog written in support or opposition of a 

particular piece of legislation will be reviewed and approved by SCY’s Director 

 SCY will write a brief introduction to each blog and include keywords as hashtags for search engines, it’s 

helpful to have the author’s bio, resume, or CV and ideas for keywords, but not required 

 

 


