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Officer Steven Fergus 
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Officer Derrick Gilbert 
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Officer Bruce King 

Officer Steven Mayforth 

 

 

Recipient:    Officer Sheldon Cantrell 

 

On February 24, 2014, Officer Cantrell was 

contacted by Sarasota High School Campus 



Security reference a student sitting on a 20 foot 

ledge of a stairwell and crying uncontrollably.  

Officer Cantrell responded immediately, climbed the 

ledge behind the student, and pulled the student to 

safety.  Following the incident, the student thanked 

Officer Cantrell for his actions because she was 

stressed and ready to jump off the ledge.   

 

For his efforts in saving the life of a young citizen, 

the Sarasota Police Department is proud to present 

Officer Sheldon Cantrell with a LIFE SAVING 

MEDAL. 

 

 

 

Recipient:   Sergeant Robert Armstrong 

 

On April 26, 2014, Sergeant Robert Armstrong was 

traveling north on I-75 when he observed a vehicle 

traveling southbound suddenly flip over and land in 

the center median.  Without hesitation, Sergeant 

Armstrong stopped his vehicle and approached the 

scene.   

 



He immediately observed a fire in the engine and 

calmly unbuckled the juvenile out of the child safety 

seat and pulled him to safety.  He then returned to 

extract the driver who complained of a broken arm 

and a laceration to his head.  As the fire grew in 

size, Sergeant Armstrong realized that the driver’s 

side door was jammed so he tried the passenger 

side door.  He, along with an unknown bystander, 

pulled the driver to safety as the fire consumed the 

vehicle.  Sergeant Armstrong stayed with the victims 

until Fire/Rescue arrived on scene.   

 

For his unselfish actions to save this family, the 

Sarasota Police department is proud to present 

Sergeant Robert Armstrong with a LIFE SAVING 

MEDAL. 

Recipients:   Officer Steven Fergus 

    Officer Dominic Harris 

 

On June 19, 2014, Officers Steven Fergus and 

Dominic Harris were in the 1600 block of 21
st
 Street 

when they observed a woman holding an infant 

upside down to clear the child’s airway.  These 

officers immediately determined that the infant was 



choking and started the infant Heimlich maneuver.  

Fire/Rescue arrived on scene and transported the 

child to the hospital where they were rushed to 

surgery to remove the lodged item.   

 

Thanks to their quick actions, the infant survived the 

incident. For this, the Sarasota Police Department is 

proud to present Officer Steven Fergus and Officer 

Dominic Harris with a LIFE SAVING MEDAL. 

 

 

 

 

Recipient:    Officer Luis Paris 

 

On December 2, 2014, Officers were dispatched to 

the area of 12
th
 Street and N. Lockwood Ridge Road 

in reference to a suicidal subject.  Upon arrival, the 

subject was in a tree with a rope tied around his 

neck.  As a member of the Crisis Negotiations Team, 

Officer Luis Paris immediately responded on scene.  

He engaged in conversation with the subject and 

established a rapport to garner his trust.  Officer 



Paris convinced the subject to untie the rope and 

climb down a ladder.   

 

Officer Paris demonstrated incredible poise under 

pressure and exceptional performance.  For this, the 

Sarasota Police Department is proud to present 

Officer Luis Paris with a LIFE SAVING MEDAL. 

 

 

 
 

Recipients:   Officer Derrick Gilbert 

 

On October 14, 2014, Officer Derrick Gilbert was 

driving to work when he observed a tractor trailer 

crash and roll over.  Officer Gilbert immediately 

stopped, removed his patrol vehicle’s fire 

extinguisher, and approached the truck.  He noticed 

the cab was filling with smoke as the engine was on 

fire and heard the driver say he could not get out.  

He then used the fire extinguisher to break the 

windshield and pulled the driver from the truck.  

Officer Gilbert stayed with the driver until 

Fire/Rescue arrived on scene. 



 

For his quick actions to save the driver of the truck, 

the Sarasota Police Department is proud to present 

Officer Derrick Gilbert with a LIFE SAVING MEDAL. 

 
 

 

 

 

Recipients:   Lieutenant Philip DeNiro 

    Officer Kenneth Goebel 

    Officer Bruce King 

    Officer Steven Mayforth 

 

On October 5, 2014 at 1500 hours, Marine Patrol 

Officers responded to a call reference a possible 

drowning.  Officers received information from Ms. 

Harpie as to where the victim was last seen.  Officer 

King approached the area and through the windy 

conditions, Officer Mayforth heard a faint call for 

help.  The victim was located a short time later and 

pulled aboard.   

 



For their efforts in saving this individual during 

dangerous weather conditions, the Sarasota Police 

Department is proud to present Lieutenant DeNiro, 

Officer Goebel, Officer King, and Officer Mayforth 

with a LIFE SAVING MEDAL. 

 
 


