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The training and assessment sessions have been completed for 2015. Thank you to all the Response Team 
Leaders for their work in organizing the events and to the Technical Advisors (TAs), Remedial Measures 
Advisors (RMAs) and Response Team Members for participating. I would also like to thank our Plan Participants 
who provided locations, product and containers for these sessions. Without their contribution, we could not 
have the live transfer activities that are key in maintaining your skills and abilities.  
 
Going forward, ERAC will begin to revamp our Regional Training and Assessment program that will see us not 
spend as much time in the classroom and shift more focus to field exercise and the assessment process. We 
will be using a new ERAC Regional Response Team Assessment Tool, which will be more effective in measuring 
the readiness of each of the 17 Response Teams, 34 RMAs and 9 TAs in Canada. In addition, we will also 
continue to develop and improve our online training programs to make them more effective. Please start 
planning your 2016 Regional Training and Assessment dates and forward them to me before the end of 
January. I will do my best to accommodate your preferred dates. Please contact me at 514-714-1075 or via 
email at don.merriam@erac.org. 
 
New additions to the training matrix for next year are eRailSafe, an online rail safety course which is required 
to work on rail property, and Incident Command training, ICS 100. I will forward details on this to all of you 
early next year.  
 
By December 31, 2016, all teams will be required to have the necessary equipment to complete two 
simultaneous transfers. The required equipment is as follows; a pump, driver, hoses, bonding cables and 
“snappy joes”. Teams that are located along the butadiene shipping corridor, Alberta to western Ontario, will 
also be required to have a PID gas monitor to best protect themselves if called out to a butadiene incident. 
 
One of the initiatives ERAC has been working on is for an LPG “prop” trailer to be used at outreach events and 
also for our Regional training sessions. If anyone has any LPG fittings, valves or equipment, functional or not, 
that they no longer have any use for, please let me know. 
 
Have a very Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year! 
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