
JEWISH FEDERATION OF COLUMBUS

Lone Soldier Center in memory of Michael Levin 
www.lonesoldiercenter.com 

Phone: 02-50-222-11 Fax: 02-624-5432 

 

 

 

The Lone Soldier Center in memory of Michael supports lone soldiers before, during and 
after their IDF service. The Center was founded by former lone soldiers to support lone 
soldiers serving today. IDF soldiers are given leave for Shabbat (Friday and Saturday) 
normally at least 2 times each month. Lone soldiers have no home, family or community 
to return home to. 

 
Through the Center’s events, programming, and caring volunteers, lone soldiers are 
supported and can succeed – we build a family and diverse community of lone soldiers, 
so they will be included, supported and succeed in adjusting to life in Israel. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

How many Lone Soldiers are there? 
6,000 lone soldiers are serving in the IDF in 2014. They come from 52 countries around 
the world. 30% come from the US, with large numbers also coming from Canada, Russia, 
France and Israel. 

 
How many soldiers are helped? Who does the work? On what budget? 
The Center currently supports 2,500 lone soldiers each year. 300 volunteers, former lone 
soldiers and community members are led by a professional staff of 6, who train and 
supervise the volunteer staff nationwide, in 2014 on a budget of $550,000. 

 
What programs and what support does the Center provide? 
The Center runs three core programming areas to help lone soldiers: Advising, 
Community Meals and Furniture Deliveries. 

 
1.  Advising and Counseling - before lone soldiers draft, they need to understand 

how the army works, the risks, and be told truthfully what IDF service means and 
entails.  During a lone soldier’s service – the Center helps them through the hard 
and sad situations that can and do arise during army service. 

 
2.  Community Meals -the Center holds large meals on Shabbat and Jewish 

holidays as lone soldiers don’t have a family to eat and enjoy these holidays with. 
These meals are important not only because the soldiers receive a big, healthy 
meal - but here they also meet and make friends. These connections and friends 
are crucial to their lives and happiness in Israel. Instead of 2 lone soldiers sitting 
together in a small apartment – the Center’s meals bring together 100 to 200 lone 
soldiers, who become their friends, community, and family.

Lone soldiers come from outside of Israel to serve in the Israel Defense Forces, and 
they represent Judaism’s religious and geographic spectrum.

The Lone Soldier Center was founded in memory of an American-born lone soldier 
who fell fighting in Lebanon in 2006, Michael Levin. The Center was founded by a 

group of Michael's friends, fellow lone soldiers, determined to meet their basic needs 
(for food, shelter love and support), while also guiding, educating and building a warm 
community of and for lone soldiers from around the world. The Center is dedicated to 
the service of those who left everything behind, to defend the Jewish people and the 

State of Israel. 

For lone soldiers, lacking a family or community, the Center holds a crucial role: 
advising, feeding, connecting and caring for thousands of lone soldiers each year. The 
Center has locations in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, and serves about 200 soldiers a week.

We will be collecting the items below for the young 
men and women that the organization supports:

Gold Bond

Deodorant
(for men and women)

Toothbrushes

Toothpaste

Sports bras

Women’s hygiene products

Gatorade packets

Energy bars
(KIND, CLIFF, LUNA)

Fleeces
(black or olive green)
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