[bookmark: _GoBack]The new hospital is modern, bright and spacious. The 207,000 sq. ft. facility allows Shriners Hospitals for Children® – Canada to provide infants, children and young adults with state-of-the-art care and rehabilitation in a warm and friendly environment. It features a range of new services and technologies including 22 single-patient rooms, four surgical suites including one designed specifically for back surgery, and a 200-seat education centre to enhance the teaching mandate as well as the care offered to current and future patients.

Highly specialized pediatric orthopaedic care 

Shriners Hospitals for Children-Canada provides full investigative, therapeutic and rehabilitation services on an inpatient and outpatient basis. The hospital treats patients in need of complex pediatric orthopaedic care for disorders such as osteogenesis imperfecta (brittle bone disease), scoliosis and spinal deformities. It also cares for patients with neuromuscular conditions such as cerebral palsy. In addition, the hospital’s highly skilled health care providers help children with limb length discrepancies and those who need reconstructive hand or plastic surgery. Other areas of specialization include the treatment of metabolic and heritable bone, rheumatology and urology diseases. 

Home away from home

From the main entrance to the recovery room, the hospital sets new standards in pediatric orthopaedic care, surgery, research and teaching. The hospital includes many new features such as an ambulatory care infusion room in which children with osteogenesis imperfecta can receive drugs intravenously, and an operating room equiped with an O-arm surgical imaging system for spine surgery. This system gives surgeons unprecedented two- and three-dimensional images of the patient’s anatomy making the placement of surgical rods and screws more precise.   

High tech with a human touch

The hospital’s interior design is bright and airy thanks to a generous number of large windows and several skylights that allow natural light to reach into the heart of the building. Each floor features the imagery of the regions of Canada. In the main entrance, leaves from trees found in the Saint Lawrence Valley hang from the ceiling. Huge murals of sand castles decorate the inpatient rooms, which also have lights shaped like portholes. The Child Life Department has a large sea life mural, and lights that look like bubbles which appear to be floating to the ceiling. There is even an indoor garden where parents can enjoy a few minutes of respite. The new facility is truly a unique healing and caring environment.

To continue reading the newsletter return to your email box. 
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