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No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!
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Sunday, December 14th

Insert

Caroling at Sunrise home at 4:00 pm
(meet at the church first)

Consistory &
Committee Minutes

Advent Potluck &
“No Fuss” Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 14th
You are invited to Boehm’s annual Christmas celebration!

Potluck dinner at 5:00 pm
Program at 6:00 pm
What makes it a “No Fuss” pageant? Come join us and find out!
Please sign up to bring something to the potluck dinner on the list
on the bulletin board in the lobby.
Bring a friend to celebrate the reason for the season!

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship Service
Wednesday, December 24th
7:00 P.M.

“O Come, All Ye Faithful!”
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Dear Friends,
It was a wonderful outing. On a brisk Thursday afternoon last
month, Tori and I met up with Catharine Coryell, Lorraine Nowlan, Gary Rau, Bob Whittock and Hugh Williams, and together
we took a tour of Castle Studios—the home of the architectural
conservationists that are giving “new life” to three of Boehm’s
stained glass windows. We were met by Randall Claggett, the
proprietor and chief artisan of Castle Studios, who walked us through the many steps
involved in the restoration process.
Randy first took us to the storage room where the individual panels of the stained glass
windows are being held before they are brought into the shop. He shared with us how
fragile the lead joints of the windows have become after a century of aging and exposure to the elements and the special care that was taken in protecting them.
Next, we were escorted into the main shop where the individual panels are taken apart
for repair, cleaning and (where needed) minor replacements. Before they do that, however, they make a charcoal rubbing of the panel. This provides them with a guide, a
template, when it comes time to put the panels back together.

Catharine Coryell (above) examines
the holding room where the windows are kept before they are restored. Due to the fragility of the old
lead joints, (see below) duct tape
and other binding measures were
used to keep the windows from
falling apart.

Using a lead knife, the panels are then carefully dismantled.
Each piece is closely examined and either painstakingly
cleaned (using a variety of tools and safe cleansers) or replaced. According to Randy, about 5% of the glass in
Boehm’s windows will be replaced due to irreparable damage. Castle Studios keeps a fairly extensive inventory of replacement glass on hand. Other glass was specially found
and secured for the project.

Lorraine Nowlan does some of
the charcoal rubbings.

After the cleaning/repair step is complete, as Randy demonstrated for us, the panels are put back together and resoldered
with a new lead compound that was specifically created for this
type of work. Furthermore, the framing bars (that buttress the
individual panels) are also being replaced and the support
bars (which help hold the panels in place in the window well)
are being restored.

The final step of the process, and the tour, was to gaze adoringly at the first fully restored
panel—the bottom-most section of the “Anunciation” window—the window that depicts
the angel announcing the nativity of Jesus as told in the Gospel of Luke. As the sun broke
through the panel, and highlighted the fullness of it’s colors and craftsmanship, there
were several “oohs” and “oh my’s” from those gathered. We witnessed new life.

Randy Claggett (right) demonstrates the cleaning/repair and
reassembly steps of the restoration process.

After the tour was over, and as Tori and I were
heading home, I thought to myself how appropriate that this was the first
window to be done. And, how meaningful that it will be back in place by
Christmas Eve when we will all gather in it’s presence to celebrate the birth
of the “Son”—when God “broke through” into the world and gave new life
to us all.
Thanks be to God!

Faithfully yours,

Pastor Bill
(To left) One of Castle Studio’s conservationists admires the first fullyrestored panel.

Interested in touring Castle Studios?
Let Carol Pfister in the Church Office know that
you are interested and a tour will be arranged.
Call 215-646-6132 during office hours or email
Carol at secretary@boehmschurch.com.
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Congregational Meeting!
Sunday, December 21st
Please mark your calendars to come for
worship on December 21st and stay for a
congregational meeting to approve the
budget for 2015. Many thanks to the team
who have prepared the budget for you.

Opportunities to give at Boehm’s
The COG team has set up a mitten tree to
take donations of mittens, gloves, scarves,
hats and sticker books for the children of
Mattie Dixon food cupboard. Please donate
as you can.
We have also
agreed to partner
with Meadowlands
Country club, our
neighbor, to
distribute toys to the
children. They will
be collecting them
at the club and we
will do the delivery!
We look forward to
working together.

Celebrating 60 Years of Ministry!
Sunday, December 28th
During the worship service on December
28th, we will be taking a moment to
recognize and celebrate the 60th anniversary
of Pastor Bob Calvert’s ordination. There will
also be a special fellowship hour following
the service. Pastor Bob graduated from
Harpur College of the University of New York
State (now Binghamton University) with a BA
and the Hartford Theological Seminary with a
M Div. He was ordained at his home church,
First Congregational Church, Binghamton,
New York on December 5, 1954.
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Poinsettia Orders
are due on

December 14th!
Order forms are available in
the lobby!

A Warm Welcome to

St. Michael’s OCC
The Rev. Fr. Nicholas Cucchiaro, a hospice
chaplain, is the representative/pastor of this new
church that will be housed at Boehm’s
Church. Father Nick, as some of you may know,
was the pastor of St. Luke’s UCC in North Wales a
couple of years ago. The Old Catholic Church
(which has affinities with the Anglican community)
is a different entity than the Roman Catholic
Church.
St. Michael’s is a new church start in the OCC.
They will be hosting, in collaboration with
Boehm’s Church, an ecumenical bereavement
support group that would be run by Father Nick
and colleagues who are also hospice chaplains or
trained in leading groups. They have determined
that there is a real need in the community for this
type of service. The group will meet at 3:00 pm
each Saturday. This will be followed by a worship
service at 5:00 pm.
Please us make this new church feel welcomed—
and celebrate this opportunity to reach out to the
community!

Join the Handbell Choir!
Performing on Christmas Eve!
Would you like to be part of the Handbell
Choir on Christmas Eve?
There will be rehearsal practices on December 7th, 14th and 21st after the Sunday worship services. All are welcome. The ability
to read music is not required!

.
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December Concert
To Benefit

Bethany Children’s Home
The November concert, which benefitted Laurel
House, raised more than $180.00 (plus matching
monies from the Isabelle Smullen Fund). Laurel
House is dedicated to the vision of ending
domestic violence. Laurel House advocates for,
and empowers, those impacted by domestic
violence by providing crisis intervention, safe
haven, supportive programs and resources.
They also advance social change through
preventative education and through community
training and collaboration.
The December concert, which will be held on
December 21st at 4:00 p.m., will benefit Bethany
Children’s Home. In October, several boys from
Bethany, along with their house parents, joined
us for worship. We learned how Bethany
provides a safe home and therapeutic familyexperience to at-risk youth, Bethany Children’s
Home, a ministry of the United Church of Christ,
has been providing sanctuary to children, and
their families, since 1863.

Come join us and enjoy the music!

Lorraine Nowlan does some
of the charcoal rubbings.

Donations Needed!
The COG committee would like to remind you that a list of what the
Mattie Dixon cupboard currently needs is posted on their website at
www.community-cupboard.org . You can check there anytime for an
update. Your donations will be much appreciated.
Interfaith of Ambler also has a website that lists their current needs. It is www. i-fha.org . We support
their Hope Gardens apartment program.
Please check the table in the narthex for paper copies of
these lists.
Thank you for your donations!
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Boehm's History Corner
by Bob Whittock

1

Hailey Palmer

4

Florie McKinney

17

Loice Middleton

18

Gary Williams

Lost & Found
Found:
3 pairs of reading glasses
are awaiting in the lobby
waiting to be reclaimed.
Lost:
1 pair of loping shears
with chrome handles, tan
grips.
1 Ladies garden shovel,
small blade with long handle.
1 Small chrome socket
wrench with 10 mm fitting.
If found, please advise
Gary Rau & claim your reward.

Church History
December 2014
In 1844, the old Schoolhouse was tom down
after standing for 82 years. A Sexton's house
and Sunday School room were built on that site.
(This is part, of what in now, the Parish House.
Sections of this house were built at two different
times. In all probability the second part of the Sexton's house was built
between 1844 and 1903.) The cost for this 1844 construction was
$757.22.
Cemetery History
Hon. Jones Detwiler (11/11/1828- 12/15/1900). He was a farmer,
politician and civic activist for 50 years. He was born in Upper Dublin,
came to Whitpain as a youth, and learned the Wheelwright trade with
Jacob Conrad in Center Square. In 1863 he purchased a 30 acre farm
in the Blue Bell area. From 1874 to 1876, he was chairman of the
Montgomery County Democratic Party, and from 1876 to 1878, served
as a State Senator from the county. He was a manager of the Whitpain
Library Company, and Secretary of the Blue Bell Livestock Insurance
Company. He served as a School Director of Whitpain Township for 30
years. He was one of the Founders of the Historical Society of
Montgomery County, organized in 1881, and served as President,1889
-90.
He was a long term member and official of Boehm's Reformed Church
and wrote a history of the congregation for its 150th Anniversary
(1890). In 1850 he began a record of deaths, in the central
Montgomery County Townships, and continued this record until his
death. This bound ledger book is in the possession of Boehm's Church.
Jones Detwiler along with his 1st wife Hannah E. Detwiler (Buried
11/20/1870, age 37 yr, 9mos., 24 days) and 3 daughters and a son are
buried in Boehm's Cemetery.

During the season of Advent, the Sunday School
children are preparing for the Christmas season
by making an Advent wreath to light each week of
Advent.
Each week the children will add a new “flame” to
their wreath celebrating the hope, peace, joy and
love of Christ!
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Pat Delp

Judy Keller

Judy Keller

Al Slingluff

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2014

Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2014

First Sunday after Christmas Day
December 28, 2014

Mike Rowles

Lay Reader

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2014

Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2014

Date

Hugh Williams & Bob
McKinney

Joe Rosiek & Gary
Rau

Lorraine Nowlan &
Marie Hagner

Mike Rowles & Hugh
Williams

Al & Fran Slingluff

Ushers

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

December 2014

Angela McKinney

Shane Rowles

Bella Rowles

Shane Rowles

Tori Middleton

Acolyte

No Sunday School
class

No Sunday School
class

& Tori Middleton

Rebe Williams

& Tori Middleton

Joanie Weidner

& Tori Middleton

Rebe Williams

Sunday School
Teachers
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Boehm’s Calendar for December
Sunday, December 7
 Worship @ 10 am
Monday, December 8
 Knitting group @ 7 pm
Sunday, December 14
 Worship @ 10 am
 Caroling @ 4 pm
 Dinner and program @ 5 pm

Sunday, December 21
 Worship @ 10 am
 Congregation meeting @ 11:00
am
 Benefit concert @ 4 pm
 COG meeting @ 11:30 am

Monday, December 29
Knitting group @ 7 pm

Monday, December 22
 Knitting group @ 7 pm
Thursday, December 24

Monday, December 15
 Knitting group @ 7 pm



Christmas Eve service
@ 7:00 pm

Other Meetings
at Boehm’s:
Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.

Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m.
Pastor: The Rev. William A Middleton
Office Administrator : Carol Pfister

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on Facebook!

Brownie Girl Scouts
Alternate Mondays, 6:30 pm
Phila Grace and Truth Church
Worship: Sundays, 12:30 pm
Bible Study: Fridays , 7:30 pm
St. Michael’s Old Catholic Church
Hope Bereavement Group, Sat., 3:00 pm
Worship: Saturdays, 5:00 pm
Society of Christian Scientists
Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

