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Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
– Matthew 5:3-9

Dear Friends,

Consistory &
Committee Minutes

Insert

I know...at first glance I thought this picture was upside down, too. But, it’s not.
It’s the bird that’s upside down—a fact that the snow on the branch will
collaborate.
It’s a nuthatch. A white-breasted nuthatch to be precise. There are different
types of nuthatches, a couple of which that are indigenous to Pennsylvania.
Nuthatches have one interesting thing in common. Whereas other birds can
only climb up a tree, nuthatches can climb up and down. And, when it climbs
down a tree, it goes headfirst! Furthermore, as the picture attests, the nuthatch
can also move about on the underside of a branch, not just on top, like other
birds do. This allows the nuthatch to find food—such as insects, nuts and
seeds—that others of it’s like-feathered brethren would miss. It’s a skill that
serves them well. But, still, doesn’t it just strike you as an upside down,
confused bird?
In the sermon on the mount, Jesus said some things that seem upside down, too.
Blessed are the “meek”...for they shall inherit the earth?? I remember hearing
some assertiveness-training advice that would beg to differ. Blessed are the
“merciful”...for they will receive mercy?? What about “an eye for an eye?”
There is a lesson to be learned from the nuthatch. Sometimes certain things in
our world seem upside down. We see people who are sad or despondent;
people who are hurt, or fragile, or hungry; people who have such difficult lives.
We want everyone to be happy and well and we may question the fairness of it
all. But, sometimes the difficulties people experience allow them to see
blessings that more fortunate people miss.
Perhaps we can't even understand these words, these beatitudes, until we,
ourselves, become poor or meek, until we become humble. Perhaps we don't
know what they mean until our stomachs ache with hunger. Perhaps we cannot
understand the words when we feel the most blessed . Perhaps they only make
sense to us when we are in the struggle, when we finally realize that we are not
in control. Perhaps they only hold meaning for us when we are in such
mourning that we can’t imagine it ever getting better, when we are lost in the
darkness.
Could it be that there is some sort of favor, some sort of blessing that comes,
even during these times when our lives seem turned upside down?
(Continued on page 3)
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“Tuesdays with Esther Bible Study”:
Beginning February 18th at 7:00 p.m.
Enter into an exotic and fanciful Persian kingdom
complete with a dim-witted king, a defiant queen,
an egotistical lieutenant and a loyal uncle. With
lavish banquets, extreme beauty treatments and
dangerous liaisons at every turn, can the
beautiful and courageous Esther avert disaster
for her people?
The Story of Esther is a wonderful part of the
Hebrew Testament. Come join us at 7:00 p.m. on
the Tuesday evenings of February 18th and 25th
and March 11th and 18th (we’re skipping the
week of Ash Wednesday which falls on March
5th) to learn more about this fascinating study of
power, corruption, violence and courage!!

Boehm’s Benefit concerts
Each month Marie Hagner generously
arranges a community concert with the
students from her vocal studio. The
donations from the concert support a
different cause each time. Last month $125
was raised for the Boehm’s capital fund—
thank you so much!
The February concert will benefit the
Laurel House. "Laurel House is a

comprehensive domestic violence
agency serving individuals, families
and communities throughout
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.
The agency's name was selected
because of the beauty of the laurel,
Pennsylvania's state flower. It
represents a victory for people who
have taken the courageous first step
of reaching out to Laurel House to
support them in their efforts to build
a violence free life for themselves
and their children.”
Please come enjoy an afternoon of
music and bring a friend!

The format of the four session
study will consist of teaching
moments by Pastor Bill,
supplemental video from the
curriculum “Uppity Women of
the Bible” featuring Rev. Dr.
Lisa Michele Wolfe, and (hopefully) spirited
conversation from the participants. The study is
designed as a whole with each session helping to
inform the next; however, interested folks are
encouraged to attend as they can. Participants are
also strongly encouraged to bring their Bibles.
Coffee and dessert will be provided.
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ALL CHURCH ACTIVITY
Sponsored by Christian Ed.

BOWLING FOR FUN!

Sunday, February 23, 2014
11:30 AM – 2:00 PM
At Facenda Whitaker Lanes

Want to
Join the Choir?
Then just come to choir
practice. The choir
practices twice a month—on
the first and third Sundays—
at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is
welcome, regardless of skill
level.

Reserve the date…

Please consider signing
up to help host the
Fellowship time after
church services. There is a
new list of dates available
for 2014 on the bulletin
board in the parlor. Your
time will be much
appreciated!

Pastor Bill’s Message
(continued from page 1)

In the Bible Jesus teaches that there is hope for these people, for us, who seem to have upside down lives.
He blesses them and says, "Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven..." We
aren't able to see all that God can see. But, God promises that in the kingdom to come all will be made right.
And, of course, in the meanwhile we do our best to help bring glimpses of that kingdom into the here and
now through our commitment to being there for one another.
We also get to see things from a new perspective when we come at it from a new direction.
Over the next few Sundays, we will be looking closer at Jesus’ sermon on the mount, these saying of Jesus
that turn the world —and us—upside down. And, together, in our “upside-down-ness,” maybe we’ll
discover a few things we’ve missed before.
Peace,

Pastor Bill

Page 4

Boehm’s United Church of Christ

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE MAASAI CULTURAL EXCHANGE : April 27th
On April 27, 2014 Boehm’s Church will host the Maasai Cultural Exchange Project (MCEP). Since 2004,
the MCEP has helped “quench the thirst for water and education” for Maasai tribal villages in Kenya and
Northern Tanzania in East Africa. They do this by raising funds to help dig wells for clean and reliable
water and provide school fees for the education of women and children.
At this time there are only seven water wells. Most women and girls have to walk up to 10 miles to and
from the closest well each day. The cost to dig a well is approximately $30,000 and can only be done
with money donated for this purpose. Donations are also needed for education (school fees must be
paid for by each student) and to help build greenhouses to grow food. They are also attempting to add
chickens so that poultry and eggs will be available for use by the tribe.
On Sunday April 27th, Boehm’s Church will invite the community and other churches in the greater area
to come join us and learn about the Maasai and the MCEP—and raise some money for the above
projects.
Members of the Maasai Tribe will be present. There will be storytellers, handmade bead items for sale
and a general presentation about the program. There will also be a time of ecumenical worship in
celebration of this vital ministry. Mark your calendars now !

Stuff Needed!
At the Donation Corner outside fellowship hall we
are collecting gently used clothing, housewares,
toys and costume jewelry. At the Donation Corner in
the Narthex we are collecting gently used
children’s books (infants, toddlers, children and
adolescents) and new school supplies. In the basket
in the back of the Sanctuary we are collecting nonperishable food. Donations are distributed to the
Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard in Ambler, Inter
-Faith Housing Alliance in Ambler,
Laurel House in Norristown and St.
Christopher’s Hospital in
Philadelphia.
For more information please
contact Anita Law.

Used ink
cartridges and
Cell phone
donations
needed
A CARTRIDGE RECYCLING BOX is
available at the Donation Corner in
the Narthex. Boehm’s will be paid a
small amount for the recycled
cartridges and cell phones. There is
no cost involved to the church and
any money received will go into the
operating budget of the church.
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THE HISTORY CORNER
PASTORS — 1800 THROUGH 1834
As the 275th Anniversary approaches in 2015, the
History Corner will begin giving information about
the Pastors who have served at Boehm’s since it
was established in 1740.
1800-1802
August 1801 until April 1802 the Rev. Thomas Pomp, son of a previous
pastor Nicholas S. Pomp, was supply pastor.
1802-1834

February
4

Martha Bresnan

7

Pat Delp

9

Glenn Palmer, Sr.

11

Alex DiCesare
Judy Keller
Jill Palmer

12

Tiffany Rowles

16

Lana Rosiek

17

Devon Rowles

19

Joan Weidner

21

Garret Rosiek

22

Pastor Bill

27

Isabella Rowles

On April 25, 1802 Rev. George Wack took charge of Boehm’s church.
He married Elizabeth Pannebecker and they had four children. Over
his career, while he was serving at Boehm’s he also served Wentz’s
Church and Hilltown Church. He was Pastor at Boehm’s until 1834. He
and his wife are both buried in Boehm’s cemetery.

Love Conquers All
The love for equals is a human thing — of friend for friend, brother for
brother. It is to love what is loving and lovely. The world smiles.
The love for the less fortunate is a beautiful thing — the love for those
who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, the failures, the unlovely.
This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world.
The love for the more fortunate is a rare thing — to love those who
succeed where we fail, to rejoice without envy with those who rejoice,
the love of the poor for the rich …. The world is always bewildered by
its saints.
And then there is the love for the enemy — love for the one who does
not love you but mocks, threatens and inflicts pain. The tortured’s
love for the torturer. This is God’s love. It conquers the world.
—Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat

Glenn Palmer has served as the Sexton for Boehm’s since 2012. He
is planning to “retire” as soon as a replacement can be found. He
has taken care of the building so well...and he has such a generous
attitude about all the projects an old building requires! Thank
goodness he will still be available for some “fixer upper” projects.
Please thank Glenn for his time when you see him—we are fortunate
to have had him on staff!
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A Riddle
What belongs to you,
but others use it more
than you do?
Your name.

February 23, 2014

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany

February 16, 2014

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 9, 2014

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 2, 2014

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Date

Fran Slingluff

Lorraine Nowlan

Pat Delp

Judy Keller

Lay Reader

Joe Rosiek & Glenn
Palmer

Marie Hagner &
Lorraine Nowlan

Al Slingluff & Hugh
Williams

Glenn Palmer &
Mike Rowles

Ushers

Diana Rau

Carol Palmer

Fellowship
Hour Sponsors

MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

February 2014

Angela McKinney

Hailey Palmer

Shane Rowles

Tori Middleton

Acolyte

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Anita Law & Diana
Rau

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Rebe Jones & Joanie
Weidner

Sunday School
Teachers

Beams from Boehm’s
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Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on FaceBook!

Boehm’s Calendar for February
Sunday, February 2

 Worship @ 10 a.m.
Monday, February 3

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 9

 Worship @ 10 a.m.
Monday, February 10

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 16

 Worship @ 10 a.m.
 COG meeting @ 11:30 a.m.
 Benefit Concert @ 4:00 p.m.
Monday, February 17

Sunday, February 23

 Worship @ 10 a.m.
 WHEE meeting 11:30 a.m.
 All church bowling after service
Monday, February 24

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 25

 History group meeting @ 11:00 a.m.


Tuesdays with Esther Bible Study @ 7 pm

Wednesday, February 26

Other Meetings at Boehm’s:
Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.

 Christian Education @ 6:00 p.m.
 Consistory meeting @ 7:00 p.m.

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 18

Sunday, March 2





Worship @10 a.m.



Congregational meeting @ 11 a.m.

Tuesdays with Esther Bible Study @ 7

“Boehm’s United Church of Christ”

Abundant Life Baptist Church
Worship: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 pm
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
Society of Christian Scientists
Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

