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March & April  2016 

Beams from Boehm’s 
Boehm’s United Church of Christ 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, 
you are welcome here! 

Palm Sunday 

Worship Service & 

Easter Egg Hunt. 

Sunday, March 20th 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Eggs Needed! 

Plastic eggs filled with candy and 

treats are needed for the Easter 

Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday (March 

20th, following the worship 

service). Please leave donations in 

the Church Kitchen by        

         Saturday, March 19th.        

        Thanks! 

 

 Boehm’s Church will be celebrating it’s 

fourth annual “Laughter Sunday” worship service 

on March 6th in the fellowship hall at 10:00 a.m.  

The service will be preceded by the annual Pan-

cake Breakfast which will begin at 8:30 a.m.  

What is “Laughter Sunday”?  Also known as  

“Holy Humor Sunday,"  Laughter Sunday is of-

ten observed on either the Sunday after Easter 

or on the fourth Sunday of Lent, which is also 

known as  "Laetare Sunday,” which comes from the first word of the tradition-

al collect for the day - “Rejoice.” It is characterized by joking around, sing-

ing, dancing, pranks and other forms of merry-making. And it reminds us 

that God is God of in times of laughter as well as of sorrow - much as God is 

Lord of the valleys as well as the mountain tops.  

Is there anything we should do to prepare for “Laughter Sunday”?  Yes, there 

is.  During the service there will be multiple opportunities to tell a favorite 

joke or anecdote.  So, bring your best material and be ready to hold your 

sides from all the laughing (not to mention the pancakes!). 

Gary Williams will supervising the children in mak-

ing the pancakes for the breakfast. Please remem-

ber to bring the side dishes you have signed up for. 

The breakfast begins at 8:30 am—before the wor-

ship service.  

Bella Rowles helping out at last year’s 

pancake breakfast 

March 20th: 

10:00 a.m. 

Palm Sunday  Service 

& Easter Egg Hunt 
 

March 24th: 

6:00 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday Meal 

& 

7:00 p.m. 

Tenebrae Service 
 

March 27th: 

10:00 a.m. 

Easter Sunday Service 



2 Boehm’s United Church of Christ 

Dear Friends of Boehm’s Church, 

Despite some persistent snow flurries, spring is breaking in. The other day, a crocus 

made it’s appearance in the flower beds at the church (see pic-

ture below). The early signs of Easter celebrations are also 

making their appearances.  The aisles of the grocery stores 

and Target are decked out with candy eggs, chocolate bun-

nies and other holiday-themed treats.  

However, when we put aside the pretty flowers, chicks peeping and the bunnies 

delivering their little gifts, Easter becomes the day it was meant to be.  

Christians recognize the aching grief of the pre-dawn hours: a ritual of anointing 

for the dead that is thwarted by an unimaginable desecration of a tomb. They 

hear the voice of God’s Beloved in the words of an ephemeral figure who tells 

grieving women, “You’re looking for Jesus in the wrong place. He has risen. He 

is not here.” They experience the conviction of doubting followers who are persuaded by signs of pres-

ence: a piece of bread, a sip of wine, a broiled fish, a wounded hand proffered.  

Christians know the world changed on Easter day. Easter is our day of proclamation, our affirmation of 

the transformational resurrection, our witness that God loved us so much that we received among us 

God’s most precious essence in the form of Jesus—a divinity in humanity that is ours to share and emu-

late. 

We experience the transformational resurrection when we, too, are transformed.  When we embrace the 

presence of the risen Christ both in ourselves, each other and the world.  When we allow that which 

needs to die within us to die...and give new life to that which is good, new and beautiful.   

I extend to you a special blessing in this Eastertide, along with prayers and best wishes from our church 

family at Boehm’s Church. I also invite you to be part of the journey, the mystery and the celebration in 

the weeks ahead! 
 

Peace,  

Pastor Bill 

“Tuesdays with Jesus  

& The Kingdom of God” Bible Study  

How did Jesus understand the Kingdom of God?  How did the ministry 

and teachings of Jesus shift the meaning of “Messiah”?  Come join us as 

we continue an on-going Bible Study on the  historical Jesus and the 

“Kin-dom.”  The format of the study consists of scripture studies and 

teaching moments led by Pastor Bill, supplemental video from the cur-

riculum “First Light: Jesus and the Kingdom of God” featuring John Domi-

nic Crosson and Marcus Borg, and spirited conversation from the par-

ticipants.  Coffee and dessert will be provided. 

The Study group will meet at 7:00 p.m. on March 8th, 15th, & 29th and April 12th and 26th.  
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Looking To Make A Mark—Historical Landmark! 

The History Committee is working at getting Boehm’s 

Church listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Boehm’s Church would benefit from this designation 

through eligibility for state and federal preservation grants 

and protections. It would not, however, restrict Boehm’s 

Church in future restoration or development projects. 

The first step in the process is to seek nomination to the 

National Register by the Pennsylvania Bureau for Historic 

Preservation.  The History Committee is currently 

compiling documentation in support of meeting the 

qualifying criteria for nomination. Based on the criteria, the 

History Committee believes Boehm’s Church will qualify 

due to the historical significance of John Philip Boehm as 

the founding father of the German Reformed Church in the 

colonies; the presence of the stained glass windows by 

William Reith; and, the historical extensiveness of Boehm’s 

cemetery.   

If you’d like to help with this “historic” 

endeavor, please speak with Fran Slingluff or 

come to the next meeting of the Registry 

Team on Wednesday, March 23rd at 11:00 

a.m. in the church library. 

The Council for 

Relationships (CFR), a 

non-profit counseling 

center with a satellite 

office in Blue Bell, will 

begin holding training 

seminars for clergy and couples at Boehm’s Church.  The 

CFR will meet several times a year in the Fellowship Hall.   

We are delighted to welcome them and look forward to 

the outreach possibilities.   

Their first gathering will be in April.  

The Philadelphia Grace 

and Truth church that 

met at Boehm’s on 

Sundays and Fridays 

has ended their 

tenancy. They met here 

for a little over a year. 

We enjoyed partnering with them and 

wish Pastor Lee and the congregation God 

speed in their journey.  

   Flowering Cross! 

A flowering cross will be assembled on 

Easter Sunday. Please bring some cut 

flowers to insert into the cross and help 

continue a long-

held tradition at 

Boehm’s Church!  

Easter service will be at 10:00 am 

on March 27th. Please come at 

least 15 minutes earlier to 

insert any flowers. Bring your 

friends and family to celebrate 

Christ’s resurrection! 

Easter Flowers! 

Let’s fill the sanctuary 

with Easter flowers!  

You can either sign 

up to donate flowers 

on the forms in the 

back of the church or 

see Pat Delp.  

Members of the History Committee (Judy Kelly, Connie 

Artis, Fran and Al Slingluff, Fran Treisbach & Pat Delp) 

at work!   
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Benefit Concerts: Margaret Moul Home & Habitat for Humanity 
 

During the months of March and April , Boehm’s Church is blessed to host two charity concerts featuring 

the vocal talents of Marie Hagner’s High Note Vocals Voice Studio.   

 
The March 20th concert will benefit the Last Chance 

Ranch Animal Rescue (LCR) which is a public 

volunteer, non-profit (501c3) organization committed 

to rescuing and rehabilitating horses and domestic 

companion animals. Last Chance Ranch Animal 

Rescue is dedicated to promoting and educating the 

public to humane and responsible treatment of 

horses, ponies, donkeys, and mules (equines) and 

other domestic companion animals including dogs 

and cats. LCR provides a safe and secure refuge for 

abused, unwanted or neglected animals. It has a new 

facility that can be used for temporary housing for any 

species in the event of a disaster. LCR rehabilitates 

the physical and psychological issues of these 

rescued animals and places them into new homes 

where they receive the love, attention and care they 

deserve. Their follow-up programs, education 

seminars and clinics ensure the animals’ continued 

wellbeing. LCR is also partnered with the 

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, ASPCA and 

the United States Humane Society.  
 

 

 

 

The April 24th concert will benefit The Margaret E. 

Moul Home (MEMH) which is also known as the York 

County Cerebral Palsy Home.  Named after it’s 

founder, MEMH is a private, non-profit long-term care 

facility that provides services for adults with cerebral 

palsy, spina bifida, multiple sclerosis and other 

neuromuscular disorders. MEMH has a staff of very 

caring professionals and volunteers who provide a 

variety of services 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to 

the residents. The Home prides itself in its dedicated 

nursing and support services specializing in 

rehabilitation services. Resident services include 

vocational education; community integrated 

therapeutic recreation services; psychological, social 

and spiritual counseling; and, individualized dietary 

management. The January concert will raise money for 

their Dream Trip Scholarship Fund.  This fund is 

available to residents who want to go on their “dream 

trip”—wherever that may be.  
 

Please come and join us at 4:00 p.m. on these dates 

for a delightful concert!  A free-will offering will be 

taken during the events to support these charities.  
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HELP WANTED 

Do you enjoy the fellowship time after the worship service each week? 

Time to talk is sweet and so are the snacks provided 

for that time! We need your help to provide those 

snacks...the schedule on the bulletin board is often 

empty. Please consider signing up. Your fellow 

worshippers will really appreciate you!  

March 

11 Bob Calvert 

17 Linda Williams 

22 Lindsay Middleton 

26 Konnie Middleton 

April  

1 Gary Rowles, Jr. 

3 Shaun Palmer 

20 Catharine Coryell 

Many thanks to the 

Liberty Belles  

for enriching the worship 

service at Boehm’s!  

The Liberty Belles 

Barbershop Chorus, an all-

female a cappella group that sings in the barbershop style joined us for 

worship on February 28 and a grand time was had by all! The sang 

several songs throughout the service including “Turn On Your Radio” 

and “Irish Blessing.” We hope they will come again soon!  To learn more 

about the Liberty Belles, please visit www.thelibertybelleschorus.com.  

 

Communion 

will be served 

on Sunday, 

March 13th 

instead of the 

6th (the date of 

the Pancake Breakfast and 

Laughter Sunday Service). 

The birthdays in March 

will be celebrated the 

same day during Fellow-

ship hour.  

Volunteers are needed to 

bring a cake!  

 

The Rev. William Worley 

Pennsylvania Southeast  

Conference Minister 

To Preach at St. Paul’s UCC 

On Sunday, April 24th, the Rev. Bill Worley, 

Conference Minister of the Pennsylvania 

Southeast Conference (PSEC) for more than a 

year, will be preaching at St. Paul’s United 

Church of Christ in Fort Washington. St. 

Paul’s, in the spirit of doing more worship and 

ministry with Boehm’s Church, has invited Boehm’s to send a delegation 

of members and friends to come participate in this event or, if possible, 

hold a joint worship service.  Rev. Worley will be sharing exciting news 

about 2020 Vision, a comprehensive and evolving vision statement and 

action plan for the conference over the next several years.  The vision in-

cludes the goals of creating “ministry hubs” throughout the PSEC region 

where UCC churches will work closely together to do shared ministry 

more effectively. The 2020 Vision plan was approved and adopted by the 

Ursinus Association at it’s fall meeting last October. As details about this 

future-focused service unfold, we will keep you informed! 
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MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP 

March 2016 

April  2016 

Date Lay Reader Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

 Sponsors 

Acolyte Sunday School 
Teachers 

  
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 6, 2016 

  
 

Fran Slingluff 

  
 

Mike Rowles & 
Judy Keller 

  
 

Pancake 
 Breakfast 

 
 

Tori  
Middleton 

 
 

 No Sunday School 

 
 

 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 13, 2016 

 
 

Lorraine Nowlan 

 
 

Marie Hagner & 
Judy Keller 

  
 

Birthday  
Sunday 

  
 

Shane Rowles 

  
 

Joanie Weidner & 
Rebe Williams 

 
 

Palm Sunday 
March 20, 2016 

Sixth Sunday in Lent 

  
 

Mike Rowles 

 
 

Meredith MacVittie 
& Oliver Will 

 
 

Easter Egg 
Hunt 

  
 

Bella Rowles 

 
 

Diana Rau &  
Tori Middleton 

  
 

Easter Sunday 
March 27, 2016 

  
 

Judy Keller 

 
 

Diana & Gary Rau 

  
  

  
 

Angela  
McKinney 

  
 

No Sunday School 

Date Lay Reader Ushers Fellowship 
Hour  

Acolyte Sunday School 
Teachers 

  
 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 3, 2016 

  
 

Pat Delp 

  
 

Mike Rowles &  
Judy Keller 

    
  

Tori Middleton 

  
  

Joanie Weidner & 
Rebe Williams 

  
 

Third Sunday of Easter 
April 10, 2016 

  
 

Al Slingluff 

  
 

Meredith MacVittie 
& Oliver Will 

  
  

  
  

Shane 
Rowles 

  
  

Joanie Weidner & 
Rebe Williams 

  
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 17, 2016 

  
 

Meredith 
MacVittie 

 
  

Joe Rosiek &  
Gary Williams 

    
  

Bella Rowles 

  
  

Diana Rau &  
Tori Middleton 

  
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
April 24, 2016 

  
 

Diana Rau 

  
 

Diana & Gary Rau 

  
  

  
 

Angela 
McKinney 

  

Diana Rau &  
Tori Middleton 
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Boehm’s Calendar for January and February 

571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike 

Blue Bell, PA  19422 

Phone: 215-646-6132 

E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com 

Office Hours:  Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

to 1:00 p.m. 

Pastor:  The Rev. William A Middleton 

Office Administrator : Carol Pfister 

Boehm's United Church of  Christ 

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com 

Visit us on Facebook! 

 

Sunday, March 6  

 Worship @ 10 am 

 Pancake breakfast 

Tuesday, March 8 

 Brownies meeting  

     @ 6:30 pm 

 Bible Study @ 7 pm 

Sunday, March 13 

 Worship @ 10 am 

Tuesday, March 15 

 History meeting @11 am 

Wednesday, March 16 

 Consistory meeting @ 7 

pm 

Sunday, March 20 

 Worship @ 10 am  

 Palm Sunday Easter egg 

hunt 

 Benefit concert @ 4 pm 

Sunday, April 3  

 Worship @ 10 am 

Sunday, April 10 

Worship @ 10 am  

Tuesday, April 12 

 Bible study @ 7 pm 

 Brownies meeting  

     @ 6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, April 17 

 Worship @ 10 am    

 COG meeting @  11 am 

Tuesday, April 19 

 History meeting @ 11 am 

Wednesday, April 20 

 Consistory meeting @ 7 pm 

Friday, April 22 

 Council for Relationships @  

7 pm 

Sunday, April 24 

 Worship @ 10 am 

 Benefit concert @  4 pm 

Tuesday, April 26 

 Bible study @ 7 pm 

 
 

  

Other Meetings  

at Boehm’s: 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Brownie Girl Scouts 

Alternate Tuesdays, 6:30 pm 

 

Society of Christian Scientists 

Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m. 

Readings:  Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 23 

 Historical registry meeting @ 

11 am 

Thursday, March 24 

 Maundy Thursday Tenebrae 

service with light dinner @ 6:00 

pm 

Sunday, March 27 Easter 

 Worship @ 10 am 

Tuesday, March 29 

 Brownies meeting  

     @ 6:30 pm 

 Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 

 


