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Beams from Boehm’s
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!
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Rally day is coming!
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Please come help kick off the new year of Christian Education on Sunday,
September 14th with a special service including blessing of the backpacks
and a scavenger hunt. The traditional chicken bbq lunch will follow the
service.
Please consider offering your time to be a Sunday School teacher. Lesson
plans are provided and the time commitment can be arranged to fit your
schedule. Contact Pastor Bill if you are interested.

Insert

Sunday, September 14th, 2014
10:00am – until 1:00 pm
571 Penllyn Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19442
Service and Lunch held in Fellowship Hall
Side Dish donations would be appreciated
Sign up on the bulletin board
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“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who
sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will
receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their
reward.”
— Matthew 10:40-42

Dear Beloved Ones,
Labor Day is over. Children, carrying new book bags and wearing new clothes, have found their way
back to school. College students have returned to their campuses. And football season, once again, is
upon us. The quiet days of summer are over.
Much has happened at Boehm’s church over the past couple of months. The exterior has received a
beautiful fresh coat of paint. Two new churches engaged us in conversations about being nested within
our walls—one of which, Philadelphia Grace and Truth, has entered into a formal agreement and will
begin conducting worship services on September 7th. We celebrated some wonderful worship
moments such as the “Christmas in July” service. We offered, as Jesus urged us, a “cup of cold water”
and a warm welcome to new friends. We said “May the Peace of Christ be with you” to others who
have moved on. It has, indeed, been a less-than-quiet summer.
With September, however, comes a new season, a new day in the life of Boehm’s Church. Committees
are beginning to meet after a long hiatus and get back to full swing. Bible studies are being planned
(“Tuesdays with Judith” will begin next month). Choral pieces are being dusted off and vocal chords
are being stretched. New banners to adorn the sanctuary have been procured. Rally day, which is to
be held on September 14th, is being organized as this letter is being written. Boehm’s Church is
getting ready!
“Getting ready for what?” you might be asking. Getting ready to, once again, do what Boehm’s Church
has been doing for 274 years—offering God’s extravagant welcome to all and being a witness to God’s
love through Jesus Christ. Of course, we need you to help be that witness.
When I think about the historic trend of lowered attendance during the summer months and as I hope
for a fall revival, I am often reminded of a story by the Rev. Dr. John MacArthur. The story goes
something like this:
“A member of a certain church, who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped going.
After a few weeks, the pastor decided to visit him. It was a chilly evening and the Pastor found the man at
home alone, sitting before a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for his pastor's visit, the man welcomed him,
led him to a big chair near the fireplace and waited. The pastor made himself comfortable but said
nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the play of the flames around the burning logs. After some
minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed in to one
side of the hearth all alone. Then then he sat back in his chair, still silent. The host watched all this in quiet
fascination. As the one lone ember's flame diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire was
no more. Soon it was cold and ‘dead as a doornail.’ Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting.
Just before the pastor was ready to leave, he picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back in the
middle of the fire. Immediately it began to glow once more with the light and warmth of the burning coals
around it. As the pastor reached the door to leave, his host said, ‘Thank you so much for your visit and
especially for the sermon. I shall be back in church on Sunday.’”

Boehm’s church offers both the cold cup of welcoming water and the fiery ember of discipleship and
fellowship. Come and be part of it.
Peace,

Pastor Bill

Beams from Boehm’s
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Hope Gardens
On August 20th, COG provided dinner to
the residents and staff of Hope Gardens, an
Inter-faith Housing Alliance shelter in
Ambler. The theme was “Picnic Time” and
the delicious food included fried chicken,
hoagies, meatball sandwiches, chicken
fingers, and various picnic salads,
beverages and desserts. Our efforts are
always much appreciated and these events
are very gratifying for all COG members.
We have some great cooks at Boehm’s…..!!!!
A special thanks goes out to Marie
Hagner, Catharine Coryell, Leslie, Shane,
Bella, and Dara Rowles, Lorraine Nowlan,
Diana Rau, Pat Delp and everyone who
supported this important outreach event.

The Phila Grace and Truth church will begin
meeting at Boehm’s on September 7. They will
have a worship service at 1 pm in the sanctuary,
followed by fellowship time in the Fellowship
hall until 3:30. They will also be hosting a Bible
study service on Fridays at 7:30 pm. They are a
brand new church from the Korean Assemblies
of God tradition. Please make them welcome !

The use of space by the St. Michael’s Old
Catholic church was also approved by the
congregation. The date for them to begin
meeting has not yet been determined.

The next dinner is tentatively planned for
the Fall, 2014 and we will let everyone know
when that’s been scheduled.
Thanks again to all…
Judy Keller, COG Chair

“Tuesdays with Judith”
Bible Study
The apocryphal book of Judith is an imaginative and mesmerizing
tale that entertains as it edifies. It is a rich story about political
conflict, retaliation and civil disobedience. During the Tuesday
evenings of October, beginning on October 7th at 7:00 p.m., you are
invited to join a four-week Bible study on the story of Judith—chapter
by chapter—exploring this amazing story of heroism, piety and
violence.
The format of the study will consist of teaching moments by Pastor
Bill, supplemental video from the curriculum “Uppity Women of the
Bible” featuring Rev. Dr. Lisa Michele Wolfe, and (hopefully) spirited
conversation from the participants. The study is designed as a whole with each session helping
to inform the next; however, interested folks are encouraged to attend as they can. Participants
are also strongly encouraged to bring their Bibles.
Coffee and dessert will be provided.
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September
2

Carol Palmer

4

Gary Rau & Hugh Williams

6

Joe Rosiek

10

Cooper John Rowe

14

Max Williams

28

Anne Calvert

29

Carol Ruth Pfister

Montgomery County
History Fair
On September 20, 2014 the Montgomery
County Historical Society is having a history
fair in Harleysville. There are brochures that
explain this event on the table in the narthex.
We in the Boehm’s history group are going to
be attending and have a table at the fair. We
are hopeful that we can put together a similar
fair at Boehm’s next fall as part of our
anniversary celebration. If you have a free
day, please come out and join us.
Volunteers are needed to staff our table…
please let Fran Slingluff know if you are able
to come for a couple of hours during the day.

Montgomery County in the Civil War
Heckler Plains Farmstead
237 Landis Road
Harleysville, PA
9:30 am to 4:30 pm

Come and join us for the first
benefit concert of the season!

Free Admission
www.wshancocksociety.org
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Boehm's History Corner
by Bob Whittock

Church History
In 1853 the church interior was remodeled
and repainted. The old high pulpit was
removed and replaced by a raised platform.
The front portion of the galleries were
lowered, improving the seating and the
viewing considerably.
In 1869, Boehm's Congregation agreed to
again remodel the church, and a building
committee consisting of Hiram C. Hoover,
Benjamin P. Wertsner, Samuel Rossiter, Jesse
Frantz, Jacob Hoover and William Wentz,
was appointed. The comer stone was laid
May 12, 1870. The building was extended
ten foot toward Plymouth Road, a recessed
arch was built for the Pulpit, Stained Glass
Windows of a unique pattern were installed,
a gallery now extended around three sides
of the church, and two massive ornate
chandeliers hung from the ceiling. The
church steeple was built, and a church bell
installed. The remodeled church was
Dedicated on September 25, 1870. The cost
was $5,438.00.
There is a date stone on the front wall of the
church, with the inscription:
“Boehm's Church, founded 1740, rebuilt
1818, enlarged1870.”
Hiram C. Hoover (10/23/1822- 1911),
Benjamin P. Wertsner ( 1929 - 1918), Samuel
Rossiter,
Jr. (11/22/1818 - 12/1911872), Jesse Frantz
(10/2/1807 - 11/15/1890), Jacob Hoover
(3/3/1819-5/15/1894), and William H. Wentz
(9/25/1841 - 1/1910) are all buried in
Boehm's Cemetery.
Cemetery History
After the Battle of Germantown, on October
4, 1777, during the Revolutionary War, some
of Washington's Troops retreated up
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Skippack Turnpike. Many churches, including
Boehm's Church, were used as hospitals to
treat the injured and dying soldiers. Some of
those unknown soldiers died, and were
buried in Boehm's Cemetery, and other
church cemeteries, along the way.
In the fall of 1876, when the main walks in the
graveyard were graded and covered with
sand, the remains of those
unknown Revolutionary
soldiers were discovered,
collected and reburied in a
common grave.

The Evangelical and Reformed
Historical Society
Annual Meeting and Lecture
Saturday, September 27, 2014
Lancaster Theological Seminary
Hafer Center, Schaff Library Second Floor
555 West James St., Lancaster, Pa 17603
Keynote address by Rev. Richard Christensen,
“Consecrated to the Unexpected: the Youth
Caravan Movement in the Evangelical &
Reformed Church”
12:45 to 3:00 pm
Please call Rev Bob Calvert or Pastor Bill if
interested.
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September 28, 2014

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 21, 2014

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 14, 2014

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 7, 2014

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Date

Marie Hagner & Bob
McKinney

Diane & Gary Rau

Fran Slingluff

Lorraine Nowlan

Lorraine Nowlan &
Hugh Williams

Mike & Dara Rowles

Ushers

Diana Rau

Catharine Coryell

Lay Reader

Rally Day picnic!

Diana & Gary Rau

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

September 2014

Angela McKinney

Hailey Palmer

Shane Rowles

Tori Middleton

Acolyte

& Tori Middleton

Joanie Weidner

& Tori Middleton

Rebe Williams

Sunday School begins

Sunday School
Teachers

Beams from Boehm’s
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Boehm’s Calendar for September
Sunday, Sept 7
 Worship @ 10 a.m. FH
Sunday, Sept 14
 Worship @ 10 a.m. FH
 Rally Day bbq!

Sunday, Sept 28
 Worship @ 10 a.m. FH
 WHEE meeting @ 11:30
a.m.
 Benefit concert @ 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept 16


History committee @ 11:00
a.m.



Consistory @ 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, Sept 21
 Worship @ 10 a.m. Sanctuary
 Sunday School begins
 COG meeting @ 11:30 am

Save the date….September 14 will
be Rally Day to kick off Sunday
School with a Chicken BBQ and
special service.

Other Meetings
at Boehm’s:

Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m.
Pastor: William A Middleton
Office Administrator : Carol Pfister

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on Facebook!

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Society of Christian Scientists
Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.
Phila Grace and Truth church
Worship: Sundays, 1:00 pm
Bible Study: Fridays , 7:30 pm

