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"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without
watering the earth and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread
to the eater...” – Isaiah 55:10
“March is God’s way to show those who don’t drink what a hangover is like.” – Garrison Keilor

Insert

Dear Beloved in Christ,
I’m sick and tired of the snow. I suspect you feel the same way. It’s been a
doozy of a winter when it comes to the white stuff. So far this winter, we’ve
had 57.7 inches of snow. Words like “snowmageddon” and “snowpocalypes” have found their way into our collective lexicon. And…there’s
more to come. As I write this epistle, the weather forecasters are calling for
another nine inches or so in the coming week. Ugh! And soon, the white of
snow will give way to the grays and muddy browns of not-quite-spring. It
promises to be a dreary and ashen March.
Based on their respective quotes above—and my current cynicism
regarding the weather—I’m beginning to think Garrison Keilor is in some
ways a more relevant observer, and possibly a more accurate prophet, than
Isaiah. But again, and always, God’s promise of new life is there. Spring is
coming. Easter is coming!! Isaiah got it right when he noted that new life
shall “sprout” forth out the snow of fatigue.
But first, there is Lent. There is the six weeks of preparation, of repentance
and fasting, of setting aside time for reflection on Jesus—his suffering and
sacrifice, his life, death, burial and resurrection. And, Lent begins with the
ashes.

Upcoming In April:
April 13th:
Palm Sunday
& Easter Egg Hunt
April 20th:
Easter Sunday

Janet Hunt, on her blog “Dancing with the Word,” observes that there are
ashes all about us:
“… the sort of ashes which mark our lives and not just our foreheads can
usually be encountered at every turn. We recognize them in hopes that
have been dreamed and lost, in people we have loved and grieve, in
intentions to do better that somehow never quite got accomplished or in
those times when in our sinfulness we never actually meant to do good at
all. We know ashes, even though perhaps we’d rather not dwell in them for
long. Which is why we have Ash Wednesday, I suppose. To be sure that we
do ‘dwell’ there for a while: long enough to hear the promise that is meant
for us in the midst of loss or struggle or pain or regret or fear.”

And so we come to Ash Wednesday—in gray, ashy March--and we kneel
once more to receive the sign of Christ’s own cross traced on our foreheads
(Continued on page 5)
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Pancake Breakfast &
Boehm’s Church will be celebrating the “Laughter Sunday” worship service on March 23rd in the
fellowship hall at 10:00 a.m. The service will be preceded by the annual Pancake Breakfast which
will begin at 8:30 a.m.
What is “Laughter Sunday”? The third or fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called "Laetare Sunday" in
Christendom—from the first word of the Latin collect prayer for the day (Rejoice!). It was a day when the
austerity of Lent was relaxed a little . This light-hearted service is observed in a variety of churches
around the world as "Holy Humor Sunday" or "Lighten Up Sunday". While this day is not listed in most
Protestant calendars, there is an ancient history to what we call "Laughter Sunday.” Early Greek
Orthodox churches gathered on the Monday after Easter to tell stories, jokes and anecdotes. To this day
in Slavic regions, Christians gather on this day for folk dancing and feasting. In the Latino churches, it is
called ‘Risus Paschalis' - God's Joke, the Easter Laugh. Whenever "Laugher Sunday" is celebrated, and
by whatever name it is called, it is characterized by joking, singing and merry-making. And it reminds
us that God is a God of laughter as well as of penitence and somberness.
Is there anything we should do to prepare for “Laughter Sunday”? Yes, there is. During the service
there will be multiple opportunities to tell a favorite joke or anecdote. So, bring your best material and
be ready to hold your sides from all the laughing (not to mention the pancakes!).

MENU:
Pancakes Yum!
Blueberry Pancakes
Sausage
Fruit
Orange Juice, Milk, Coffee & Tea

Pancake Breakfast
Sponsored by: Christian Education Team
Hosted by: Boehm’s youth and Chef Gary Williams,
Rebe Williams & Joanie Weidner.
A free will offering will be taken.
A crew of folks will be gathering on Saturday, March 22nd at
9:30 a.m. to set up. Anyone who’d like to help is most welcome!

“Tuesdays with Esther Bible Study”
Continues on March 11th & 18th at 7:00
The Story of Esther is a wonderful book of the Hebrew Testament. Join
Pastor Bill and the study group to learn more about this fascinating tale
of power, corruption, violence and courage!!
The format of the study consists of teaching moments by Pastor Bill,
supplemental video from the curriculum “Uppity Women of the Bible”
featuring Rev. Dr. Lisa Michele Wolfe, and spirited conversation from
the participants.
Bring your Bibles.
Coffee and dessert will be provided.

Please consider signing
up to help host the
Fellowship time after
church services. There is a
new list of dates available
for 2014 on the bulletin
board in the parlor. Your
time will be much
appreciated!
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Our Sunday School
Mission this Quarter
The Christian Education Team has
decided to support Victim Services
Center as our mission project this
quarter.
Victim Services Center in Norristown is a
non-profit organization that provides free
services to victims of crime and their
significant others. They provide
advocacy, counseling, legal services,
prevention education, trainings and
seminars about children and adults of
sexual abuse, elder abuse and more.
The children will be asked to donate arts
and crafts supplies which will help VSC’s
counseling department support
individuals in creative expression, which
can help them explain, as well as soften,
the wordless grip of traumatic
experiences.
The congregation will be asked to
support this mission through monetary
donations from mini concerts from our
Sunday School children! A few Sunday’s
this quarter, one of our students will
perform/play a song and a collection will
be taken. The monies collected will be
used to buy books and games that will be
used by VSC with their young clients.
Thank you in advance for your support in
this very worthwhile mission!
Check out their website for more
information:
www.victimservicescenter.org

Boehm’s Benefit concerts
Each month Marie Hagner generously arranges a
community concert with the students from her
vocal studio. The donations from the concert
support a different cause each time. The
February concert raised $300, and that will be
matched by the Isabelle Smullen fund for a total of
$600 for Laurel House, a program in Norristown
that provides a safe haven for abused women and
their children. Thanks to Peter and Sheri
Paznokas for running sound and Judy Keller for
providing gourmet refreshments !
The March concert beneficiary is still to be
determined but you can be sure it will be a
worthy cause!

Please come enjoy an afternoon of music
on March 23rd at 4 pm and bring a friend!
Refreshments are provided.

Eggs Needed!
Plastic eggs filled with candy and treats are needed
for the Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday. Please leave
donations in the Church Kitchen by April 6th. Thanks!

The February all church Bowling outing was a BLAST!!
Saw lots of strikes, not many gutter balls (bumper guards help with
that and the fact that Carol P. did not bowl;-) We had 19 people
attend with 15 bowlers and one in house photographer, Gary R..
Leslie achieved the highest score in one game but Flori and Pat
were not too far behind! We enjoyed snacks of pizza, chicken
fingers, french fries and chicken wings. Delicious!! If you could not
attend this year, please plan on attending next year so you don't
miss out on all the fun!!!
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE MAASAI CULTURAL EXCHANGE : April 27th
On April 27, 2014 Boehm’s Church will host the Maasai Cultural Exchange Project (MCEP). Since 2004,
the MCEP has helped “quench the thirst for water and education” for Maasai tribal villages in Kenya and
Northern Tanzania in East Africa. They do this by raising funds to help dig wells for clean and reliable
water and provide school fees for the education of women and children.
Currently there are only seven water wells in the region. Most women and girls have to walk up to ten
miles to and from the closest well each day. The cost to dig a well is approximately $30,000 and can
only be done with money donated for this purpose. Donations are also needed for education (school
fees must be paid for by each student) and to help build greenhouses to grow food. They are also
attempting to add chickens so that poultry and eggs will be available for use by the tribe.
On Sunday April 27th, Boehm’s Church will invite the community and other churches in the greater area
to come join us and learn about the Maasai and the MCEP—and raise some money for the above
projects.
Members of the Maasai Tribe will be present. There will be storytellers, handmade bead items for sale
and a general presentation about the program. There will also be a time of ecumenical worship in
celebration of this vital ministry. Mark your calendars now !

Stuff Needed!
At the Donation Corner outside fellowship hall we
are collecting gently used clothing, housewares,
toys and costume jewelry. At the Donation Corner in
the Narthex we are collecting gently used
children’s books (infants, toddlers, children and
adolescents) and new school supplies. In the basket
in the back of the Sanctuary we are collecting nonperishable food. Donations are distributed to the
Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard in Ambler, Inter
-Faith Housing Alliance in Ambler,
Laurel House in Norristown and St.
Christopher’s Hospital in
Philadelphia.
For more information please
contact Anita Law.

DON’T FORGET!
On Sunday, March 2nd,
after the worship service,
there will be a

to elect our new consistory
members and potentially approve a
line of credit for property
improvements!
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CHURCH AUDIT REPORT — 2013
In the summer of 2012, Boehm's Church formed it's first
formal Church Audit Committee. The Consistory
President, Al Slingluff, approached church member Hugh
Williams to serve as the new Audit Committee chairman.
Hugh accepted and began forming the committee.
President Slingluff later approached member Lorraine Nowlan to serve
on the committee as well.

March
6

Jordan Rowles

11

Bob Calvert

17

Linda Williams

19

Chelsea Rosiek

22

Lindsay Middleton

26

Konnie Middleton

Chairman Williams, having concerns for guidelines for performing
audit procedures, approached Lorraine with a request to draft a
manual with audit standards and controls. The task was accepted and
Boehm's UCC church now has sound audit reference procedures. The
first church audit, using these standards as references, was completed
in February 2013. It is the pleasure of the Audit Committee to report
that the financial records of the church are in order.
Church members serving on the new committee are Chairman
Williams, Gary Rau, Pat Delp and Martha Bresnan and Lorraine
Nowlan.

Thank You, Audit Committee,

Teacher volunteers
The Christian Ed committee is so
grateful to Ruth Gardner for agreeing
to be a Sunday School teacher with
Diana Rau! Thanks so much for
stepping in to fill the gap. She will
teach on the 3rd Sunday of each month.

Pastor Bill’s Message (continued from page 1)
or upon our palms. And we remember that we are dust, and to dust we shall
return. And we also remember that the cross we bear is a sign and symbol
of our very hope. For God does transformational things with ashes and dust.
God brings hope out of despair, joy out of sorrow, life out of death.
Join us, if you will, for a Service of the Imposition of the Ashes on
Wednesday, March 5th at 7:00 p.m. And, during the season of Lent
before us, and as the snow about us once again melts away, I encourage us
to discover again the promise of hope, joy and life that is ours.
Peace,

Pastor Bill

Want to
Join the Choir?
Then just come to
choir practice. The
choir practices twice a
month—on the first
and third Sundays— at
9:00 a.m. Everyone is
welcome, regardless
of skill level.
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Christian Education Student’s
February Achievement

Shane Rowles
along with two of his 4th Grade
Classmates at Penn Christian Academy, participated in
a Chess Tournament on Feb. 22nd. This was Shane’s
first official competition. He won three out of four
matches, one of which lasted over an hour. At the end
of the day, when the results of all of the matches were
tabulated (there were 30 – 40 competitors at a variety of
levels), Shane earned a trophy for 5th Place Overall.
Congratulations on a job well done, Shane!

March 30, 2014

Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 23, 2014

Third Sunday in Lent

March 16, 2014

Second Sunday in Lent

March 9, 2014

First Sunday in Lent

March 2, 2014

Transfiguration Sunday

Date

Fran Slingluff

Diana Rau

Catharine Coryell

Al Slingluff

Dara Rowles

Lay Reader

Joe Rosiek & Glenn
Palmer Sr.

Gary & Diana Rau

Glenn Palmer Sr. &
Glenn Palmer Jr.

Lorraine Nowlan &
Hugh Williams

Al Slingluff & Mike
Rowles

Ushers

Pancake breakfast

Pat Delp

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

March 2014

Shane Rowles

Angela McKinney

Hailey Palmer

Shane Rowles

Tori Middleton

Acolyte

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Ruth Gardner & Diana
Rau

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Rebe Jones & Joanie
Weidner

Sunday School

Beams from Boehm’s
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Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on FaceBook!

Boehm’s Calendar for March
Sunday, March 2

Tuesday, March 18

 Worship @ 10 a.m.



 Congregational meeting @ 11 a.m.

Wednesday, March 19

Monday, March 3

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Tuesdays with Esther Bible Study @ 7



Christian Ed meeting @ 6 p.m.



Consistory meeting @ 7:00 pm

Wednesday, March 5

Sunday, March 23





Ash Wednesday service @ 7:00 pm

Sunday, March 9

 Worship @ 10 a.m. (Lent begins)
Monday, March 10

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 11



Tuesdays with Esther Bible Study @ 7

Sunday, March 16

Pancake Breakfast @ 8:30 a.m.

 Worship @ 10 a.m. Laughter Sunday
 Benefit Concert @ 4:00 p.m.
Monday, March 24

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.
 History group meeting @ 11:00 a.m.


 COG meeting @ 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, March 30

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Other Meetings at Boehm’s:
Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 25

 Worship @ 10 a.m.
Monday, March 17

“Boehm’s United Church of Christ”



Tuesdays with Esther Bible Study @ 7

Worship @10 a.m.

Monday, March 31

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Abundant Life Baptist Church
Worship: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 pm
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.
Society of Christian Scientists
Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

Boehm’s United Church of Christ
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March 2014
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No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!

Christian Education Minutes February 2014
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MEETING
February 26, 2014
Those present: Carol Palmer, Diana
Rau, Pat Delp, Rebe Williams, Joanie
Weidner and Pastor Bill.
Pastor Bill opened the meeting with
prayer.

communion on March 30. They will be
making communion chalices, which they
may use (with parental permission) on
April 6, Communion Sunday. Pastor Bill
will be speaking on communion that
day...
SS Outreach project during Lent:
Victims Services Center of Norristown
(They provide treatment and assistance
to abused children.)

Carol noted that our “Bowling Event”
held on Sunday, Feb. 23 was quite
successful and lots of fun for all. We had Children will be collecting art supplies
fifteen bowlers and an audience of four. and donations for specific books which
would be helpful to children in abuse
Pastor Bill’s report:
situations. Books would be purchased
by CE (list was supplied by the Center.)
 The “Tuesday with Esther” Bible
Study – Two of the four studies have
Annual Pancake Breakfast and “Laughter
been completed. (Our continued bad
Sunday” will be held March 23, in
weather has been an issue – might
Fellowship Hall. Pancake Breakfast will
consider scheduling the next Bible study
begin at 8:30 AM.
for a spring month.)
 Menu: Pancakes (plain and
 Ash Wednesday, March 7 –
blueberry) sausage, fruit, juice, milk
Disposition of Ashes Service to be held
and coffee. Gary & Rebe will provide
in the Sanctuary at 7:00 PM.
the pancake ingredients and syrup, as
Maundy Thursday, April 17 – 6:00 PM
usual. Fran & Al will provide
Soup & Sandwich Dinner; 7:00 worship
blueberries, Judy – sausage; Lorraine,
service; all to be held in Fellowship Hall. Pat & Leslie – fruit; Diana & Gary – butter
and milk; Joanie – Orange Juice; Leslie –
“The Road to Easter” will be the theme
coffee and cream; Carol – paper
for Sunday School Lessons during Lent.
products.
Each week the project associated with
the lesson will be a “step” in the
Craft supplies will be available for
“Road”; “steps” will be presented to the children to make “Easter Bonnets”.
congregation weekly (at the end of the
Palm Sunday, April 13th:
worship service) and then placed on the
table in the rear of the sanctuary. Here  Children will participate in Palm
you will be able to view “The Road to
Parade at beginning of worship service.
Easter” (a work in progress), until it is
They will place palms in urn at front of
completed on Easter Sunday, April 20.
sanctuary.
Children will be learning about
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Christian Ed continued


Gary W., Angela and Chaz will play drums at
end of service.
Annual Easter Egg Hunt following worship
service.
Easter Sunday, April 20th:



No Sunday School – children will remain in
worship service.



Several Students will be sharing their musical
talents.
S.S Class will be singing I Am LOVED, an interactive song including the congregation.
Respectfully submitted,
Joanie Weidner, Secretary Pro Tem

History Minutes February 2014
February History Group Meeting
The History group met on February 25, 2014.
Those in attendance were Bob Whittock, Bob
Reese Lorraine Nolan, Pastor Bill, and Al and Fran
Slingluff.
The main thrust of the meeting was to put together
a tentative schedule of events for the 275th
anniversary in 2015. We plan to circulate the
calendar for comment before finalizing it in the
next few months. There are two events, the
anniversary luncheon on May 3 and the historic
fair in the cemetery on October 3rd that are going
to require substantial planning and outside
involvement, some of which is already under way.
The tentative calendar appears below. Please
read it and comment where you have ideas. Our
window for change is closing, but we can still do
it.
2015 celebration schedule:
January 4, 2015 communion Sunday using the old
communion ware. Each Sunday in the month will
feature some of the church’s treasures on display.

Boehm’s United Church of Christ

History continued
February. Church will have a display in the
Whitpain Library. Ash Wednesday. Sunday,
February 17 will be Faschnacht Sunday with
donuts.
March. Palm Sunday is March 28, and we will
make it Confirmation Sunday.
April. Easter is April 5.
May. Our big banquet on May 3, 2015, at noon
after the church service. This will take place at
Prophecy Park and will involve tickets. We
hope to get family members and former
members of the congregation to come.
June. Wedding Sunday June 14. We hope to
get many of those who were married here to
return and to share pictures of their weddings.
July. Christmas in July. We plan a classic
German carol sing and German Christmas
cookies.
August. Vacation. No special plans.
September. September 13th Sunday School
Sunday. Rally Day and a celebration of almost
200 years of Sunday School at Boehms (The
Sunday School was founded in 1834).
October. October 3, 2015. History fair in the
cemetery. We hope to get the community
involved with historic reenactors and booths
by history groups from all over the county.
Toward that end, we plan to have a planning
meeting on an evening in May and invite
outside historic groups to attend.
November. Veterans Day celebrated on
November 8 and 11.
December. Christmas.
Our next meeting is March 25, 2014. All are
welcome.
Respectfully submitted, Fran Slingluff
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Treasurer’s Report February 2014 Receipts
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
February 2014

Balance as of January 31, 2014

$

3,375.64

RECEIPTS

Financial Secretary Feb. 1 - Feb. 28, 2014
Plate

$
79.00

Current Expenses

2,060.00

OCWM

90.00

Initial

3.00

Pink (Inter-Faith)

105.00

2,337.00

Other
Chris. Sci. - Feb. Rent

500.00

Chris. Sci.- Sign Post Reimb

175.00

From CAP for Payroll

6,000.00

Use of Facility (2/8) - T. Law

110.00

Total Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

6,785.00

9,122.00

$

12,497.64
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Treasurer’s Report February 2014 Disbursements
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

February
2014
Balance from Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

$

12,497.64

$

9,822.99

$

2,674.65

DISBURSEMENTS
Utilities
G. Leck & Son - Trash (Increase due to PA Fuel
Tax)
57.53

Verizon - Phone/Internet

135.53

PECO

564.06

WSAEMC - yearly Waste Generation Fee

30.00

D.E. Walker- oil 1/14 - (322.4 gal. @3.729)

1,202.23

1,989.35

Christian Education
C. Palmer - "Bowling Event" - 2/23

215.00

215.00

1,150.00

1,150.00

Repair & Maintenance
Grass Cutters Plus - Plow, etc. 2/3, 6, 10, 13 & 14

Worship & Music
Upper Room - Upper Room/Alive March/April

34.20

34.20

Office
Ricoh USA - copies 11/9/13 - 2/8/14

239.64

U. S. Post Office - 100 stamps

49.00

288.64

Miscellaneous
Deposit in CAP - Capital Fd. Donations

145.00

Transfer to Payroll (from CAP)

6,000.00

Error in Jan. PECO Bill

0.80

Balance as of February 28, 2014

6,145.80

