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Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.
– Matthew 2:6-12

Dear Friends,
A couple of nights before Epiphany, I found myself, as I often do, gazing at the stars. I was
alone on that dark night; and, I was wishing that I owned a telescope. Because it was a
new moon, the lunar light was minimal. As a result, the stars were absolutely, and breathtakingly, beautiful. Normally, we can’t see the stars very well because they aren’t bright
enough. What a telescope does (in addition to magnification) is gather the faint light of a
distant star and concentrate that light to the eye. It makes that star bright enough to be
seen. In other words, a wider opening is needed to see beyond the limits of human sight.
That is true in the field of astronomy. That is true in the life of faith. That is true for those
who seek an experience of holy mystery—a wider opening is needed to see beyond the
limits of human sight.
The wise sages of whom the Bible gives witness were led by a star to a place of overwhelming joy and thanksgiving. Yet, as the story is told, their journey began with Herod’s
ominous and deceptive request that they go and find the child and then bring him word of
his whereabouts. Danger accompanied the wise sages on their way. They had much to
consider as they journeyed. They even returned home by a different way…perhaps, as
when they came, under the direction and cover of night. I picture them walking in shadows
trusting that the path would open up before them—under the light of the star.
As we move into a new year, we also trust that the path will open before us as we continue
the journey—that in our desire to seek a more profound relationship with God, with each
other, and with humanity in general—we will also open ourselves wider to opportunities of
faith. We will open ourselves wider to compassion, kindness, and justice; wider to risk, new
opportunities and ever-expanding dimensions of spiritual growth; and, wider to what it
means to be people of faith who take their spiritual journey both seriously and joyfully.
May the light of Christ’s natal star lead us in the New Year to places of joy and inspiration—
as we continue to open ourselves to God’s grace, love and hope for something new, and for
something more.
Peace in the Journey,

Pastor Bill
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“Tuesdays with Esther Bible Study”: Beginning February 18th at 7:00 p.m.
Enter into an exotic and fanciful Persian kingdom
complete with a dim-witted king, a defiant queen,
an egotistical lieutenant and a loyal uncle. With
lavish banquets, extreme beauty treatments and
dangerous liaisons at every turn, can the
beautiful and courageous Esther avert disaster
for her people?
The Story of Esther is a wonderful part of the
Hebrew Testament. Come join us on the Tuesday
evenings of late February and March (sans the
week of Ash Wednesday) to learn more about
this fascinating study of power, corruption,
violence and courage!!

The format of the four session study will consist of
teaching moments by Pastor Bill, supplemental
video from the curriculum “Uppity Women of the
Bible” featuring Rev. Dr. Lisa Michele Wolfe, and
(hopefully) spirited conversation from the
participants. The study is designed as a whole
with each session helping to inform the next;
however, interested folks are encouraged to
attend as they can. Participants are also strongly
encouraged to bring their Bibles. Coffee and
dessert will be provided.
Keep an eye out for more details in the weeks
ahead.

Boehm’s Benefit Concerts: Helping in the Philippines
The Boehm’s Concerts continue to be a tremendous success in helping the various causes they benefit. At
the December concert, which benefitted ShelterBox USA, more that $500.00 was raised through the freewill offering. Later, with a matching donation
(maxing out at $300.00) from the Isabelle Smullens
Fund, the concert raised $808.00 for this most
worthy charity. ShelterBox USA’s mission is to
respond to natural and other disasters throughout
the world by delivering boxes of aid to those in
need. Each “ShelterBox” supplies an extended
family with a tent and essential equipment to use
while they are displaced or homeless. ShelterBox
USA has been responding most recently to the
victims of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines. To
learn more, please check out their website at
www.shelterboxusa.org.
The Boehm's Benefit Concerts ministry is the
brainchild of our own Marie Molinari-Hagner.
Marie, with a little help from some friends,
organizes the events. She also recruits the talent!
The concerts showcase the singing gifts of her
students who graciously volunteer to perform a
variety of selections and genres. Marie is the owner
and teaching guru of High Note Vocal Voice Studio.
Please join us on Sunday, January 19th, at 4:00 p.m.
when the next benefit concert will be held.
Proceeds from the concert will be given in support
of Boehm’s Capital Fund. Bring a friend!
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LASAGNA DINNER 2013
On Sunday, December 15th, Boehm’s held its annual “Caroling, Lasagna Dinner and Christmas
Play” Event. Though the activity was preceded by a nasty snow/ice storm, we still had a large
turnout. The carolers were well–received at the Sunrise Retirement Community. The meal was
delicious (how many varieties of lasagna can there possibly be??)
The play, “Christ Story Christmas Legends” was performed in the sanctuary and included a cast
of children and adults. Each performer explained how his/her legend came about — for
example, Martha Bresnan taught us about the origins of Christmas ball ornaments (along with a
little juggling) and Shane Rowles shared with us how the robin got it’s red breast!!
Our thanks go to Bonita Grady, who provided some lovely Christmas music prior to the
play. We are truly blessed to have such talent in our midst.
Carol Palmer, Event Planner Extraordinaire, organized a very pleasant
evening. Many thanks!

Wanna Be Part of the New
Boehm’s Church Choir?

On January 12th,
come to worship and celebrate the baptism of Jesus
— and remember your own
baptism as well!

On Sunday morning, January 19th, there
will be a choir practice at 9:00 a.m. in
the sanctuary. Due to the ice storm of
January 5th, the re-launch of the choir
has been changed to this new date. We expect to start small.
But, hopefully, we’ll make a mighty noise! The choir will be
directed by Fran Treisbach. The success and future of the choir
will depend on the interest of it’s singers...perhaps even on you!
Future practices will be twice a month—on the first and third
Sundays— at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome, regardless of skill
level.

Please extend a warm, joyful welcome to
Martha and Sam Bresnan, Linda Moore, Loice Swisher and Tori Middleton!!
Here is the contact information for our new members:
Martha and Sam Bresnan— 303-929-3078 marthagras@hotmail.com
Linda Moore— 724-417-2772 lamooremuse@gmail.com
Loice Swisher—215-630-7534 middletonswisher@msn.com
Tori Middleton—215-756-7303 vlmiddleton702@gmail.com
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Popcorn Machine Donated
The church would like to thank Judy Keller for the delicious gift of a popcorn machine! What a nice surprise...it will be used for movie events and
other social events. Just let Judy or the office know if you have a suggestion
for an occasion. Thank you, Judy, for your generosity!

The Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard is
in need of a volunteer to help with incoming deliveries
on Monday mornings, from 7:30am to 9:30 a.m. The volunteer will
be helping to unload a van full of food from a donor supermarket
and checking expiration dates. The volunteer will also be helping to
set up for distribution, which starts at 9:30 a.m., on those Mondays.
This person may have to lift up to twenty pounds or so in the performance of their duties. This person needs to be committed to every
week.
If you know someone who might be interested, please have them
email or call Ms. Christine Bouley, the Executive Director, at:
cbouley@community-cupboard.org
215-628-3002

Stuff Needed!
At the Donation Corner outside fellowship hall we
are collecting gently used clothing, housewares,
toys and costume jewelry. At the Donation Corner in
the Narthex we are collecting gently used
children’s books (infants, toddlers, children and
adolescents) and new school supplies. In the basket
in the back of the Sanctuary we are collecting nonperishable food. Donations are distributed to the
Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard in Ambler, Inter
-Faith Housing Alliance in Ambler,
Laurel House in Norristown and St.
Christopher’s Hospital in
Philadelphia.
For more information please
contact Anita Law.

Used ink
cartridges and
Cell phone
donations
needed
A CARTRIDGE RECYCLING BOX is
available at the Donation Corner in
the Narthex. Boehm’s will be paid a
small amount for the recycled
cartridges and cell phones. There is
no cost involved to the church and
any money received will go into the
operating budget of the church.

Beams from Boehm’s
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BOEHM’S PASTORS
1796 THROUGH 1799
As the 275th Anniversary approaches in
2015, the History Corner will begin giving
information about the Pastors who have
served at Boehm’s since it was established in
1740.
1796-1799

January
7

Shane Rowles

8

Nicole Middleton

9

Rob Rowe
Leslie Rowles

15

Angela McKinney

21

Kylene Weidner

22

Hildegarde
Schubert

24

Jackson Palmer

27

Alysha Weidner
Linda Jane Moore

Thank You from the Staff
Many thanks from the
staff here at Boehm's for
the Christmas gift given
to each of us! Pastor Bill,
Glenn, and Carol Ruth
are so grateful for your
generous gifts. You each
make it a pleasure to
work here all
year long.
Blessings to you
all…

Rev. Samuel Helfenstein, Sr., D.D. became pastor in 1796 (His last
name is spelled in different ways in old records, often with two f’s)
until February 1799. He was said to have been a very energetic
young man, good scholar and a man of considerable talents.
However, he left to accept the pastorate of the Race Street Church
upon the death of Rev. Hendel on Sept. 29, 1798 – on one week’s
notice. Hendel had been Helfenstein’s teacher when he was
studying for the ministry.
Rev. Frederick Herman was a supply pastor for an unknown
amount of time. He signed a pay receipt dated May 19, 1799.

For everything a season...
Wanting his sons to learn not to judge too
quickly, a man sent each, in turn, on a quest to
look at a pear tree far away and report what
he saw. The first son went in winter, the second in spring, the third in summer and the
fourth in fall. Finally, the father gathered the young men together.
“What did you see?” he asked.
The first son reported seeing an ugly tree, bent and lifeless. The
second disagreed, saying it was budding with fresh new life. The
third son reported finding a tree laden with sweet-smelling, beautiful blossoms, while the fourth insisted it drooped with ripe fruit.
The father said his sons were all correct, for they’d seen the same
tree, though at different seasons of its life. “Don’t judge a tree —
or a person — based on just one season of life,” he counseled his
children. “Who they are can only be known at the end, when all
life’s seasons have been lived.
“Furthermore,” he added, “don’t give up on your own life if you
experience a hard season, such as winter, or you’ll miss out on the
renewal of spring, the joy of summer, the fulfillment of autumn.”
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Fill A Jar!
Need a new tradition
to begin the new
year? One way to
reflect on your blessings as the days and
months pass is to fill
a Blessing Jar. Simply find a container
(ideally with a lid)
and place it in a prominent place in
your home. Next to it, set slips of paper and pencils or pens. Encourage
every family member to jot down
one thing they’re grateful for every
day. Use different-colored paper
slips for each family member. Every
week, sit down together and review
the many ways that God is present in
your lives.

January 26, 2014

Third Sunday after the Epiphany

January 19, 2014

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

January 12, 2014

First Sunday after the Epiphany

January 5, 2014

Second Sunday after Christmas Day

Date

Diana Rau

Catharine Coryell

Dara Rowles

Lorraine Nowlan

Lay Reader

Joe Rosiek & Marie
Hagner

Hugh Williams & Al
Slingluff

Glenn Palmer & Mike
Rowles

Gary & Diane Rau

Ushers

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

January 2014

Angela McKinney

Hailey Palmer

Shane Rowles

Tori Middleton

Acolyte

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Anita Law & Diana Rau

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Rebe Jones & Joanie
Weidner

Sunday School
Teachers

Beams from Boehm’s
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Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on FaceBook!

Boehm’s Calendar for January
Sunday, January 5



Worship @ 10 a.m.

Monday, January 6



Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 12



Worship @ 10 a.m.



Audit Committee meeting @ 11:30 a.m.

Monday, January 13



Sunday, January 26



Worship @ 10 a.m.



WHEE meeting 11:30 a.m.

Monday, January 27



Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

“Boehm’s United Church of Christ”

Tuesday, January 28



History group meeting @ 11:00 a.m.

Other Meetings at Boehm’s:

Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 15



Christian Education @ 6:00 p.m.



Consistory meeting @ 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 19

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.

Abundant Life Baptist Church
Worship: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 pm
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.



Worship @ 10 a.m.



COG meeting at 11:30 a.m.

Society of Christian Scientists



Benefit Concert @ 4:00 p.m.

Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

Monday, January 20



Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Boehm’s United Church of Christ

Consistory & Committee Minutes
January 2014
WHEE Minutes
Inside this issue:

WHEE

M1

History

M3

Treasurer’s
Report

M4

November 17, 2013

PRESENT: Pastor Middleton, Gary Rau, Diana Rau, Albert Slingluff, Traci Law, Pat Delp,
Judy Keller, Carol Palmer and Anita Law.
LOGO FOR BOEHMS: This will be discussed at the next meeting as Linda Moore is working
on this and is unable to attend today’s meeting.
NEW REGISTRY BOOK: A new Registry Book was presented by Diana and Gary and will
replace the current one in the Narthex. The new one includes a place for an e-mail
address.
REVIEW OF WELCOME PACKET FOR VISITORS: Recommendations were made and it was
approved that the Welcome Packet will contain a plastic bag with the Church’s info on it
and the saying in the bulletin, a folder which will hold a pamphlet about the church
ministries, a pamphlet about the history of the church, a letter from the Pastor with an
invitation to return next week, a visitor card and a church business card, a current church
newsletter. The business card will contain the church logo, general church info, web site,
twitter and Facebook accounts and other pertinent information. It is anticipated that at
least some of the above will be fully completed by January.
FOLLOW UP FOR VISITORS: When a member of the committee notices a visitor a welcome
packet will be given out to the visitor. The committee reviewed and approved an e-mail
presented by Traci and a postcard to be sent to visitors. Pastor and Traci will set up an
information address to be used. Anita reported that she had spoken to Carol Pfister who is
willing to check the Registry Book each week and send the e-mail approved by the
committee to the visitor. She will also e-mail Anita with the information. Anita will then mail
the approved postcard to the visitor with a thank you for visiting note on it.
WEBSITE ACCESS: No new updates.
TWITTER ACCESS: No new updates.
FACEBOOK ACCESS: Pastor noted that there is a “Boehm’s Church of Chris” Facebook
page which needs to be closed. Anita and Traci will look into it to determine who is the
administrator of the site and contact the appropriate person. It was noted that it may have
been set up by Dan Warner when he was working with the initial church website.
OTHER ADVERTISING: No new updates.
CHURCH NEWSLETTER: No new updates.
PROPOSAL FOR ART GALLERY/SHOWS: No new updates as nothing can be done until
approval of finances for the WHEE Committee at the Congregational Meeting scheduled
for December 8th. A question was raised concerning the Baptist Church which is renting
fellowship Hall as to whether they would have any objection to a photo gallery. Pastor
indicated he had already spoken about this possibility to the Pastor of the Baptist Church
and does not anticipate any problems.
HANDICAP ACCESS BATHROOM: After a brief discussion it was determined that even
though the bathroom outside of Fellowship Hall cannot yet be made Handicap Accessible it
would help members of the congregation as well as visitors to immediate change it to a
Unisex Bathroom. This will eliminate the need for men to go up the flight of steps to use a
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WHEE continued
men’s room. Pastor will ask Carol Pfister to order the
appropriate sign from Staples. Gary volunteered to
hang the sign and put a latch to lock the door inside the
bathroom. It is hoped that this can be completed
before the Lasagna dinner in December.
MOVIE NIGHTS: Traci reported that a movie night has
been planned for February 14, 2014. At that time a
showing of the original Dracula movie will be shown
and a cemetery tour including the gravesite of one of
the actors buried at Boehm’s will be offered.
OLD BUSINESS: Traci reported the she has held two
paranormal investigations at Boehm’s in the last month.
The first one raised $90.00 for Boehm’s. The second
one raised $220.00 for Boehm’s. This money will be
deposited into the WHEE account pending approval of
the account at the Dec. 8th Congregational Meeting.
She noted that an additional $10.00 will be given for
deposit into the History Group’s account as History
Group merchandise was sold at the events.
After a brief discussion it was noted that the formation
of a memory and on-going fundraising plaque to be set
up in Fellowship Hall as discussed at the October
meeting will remain under the WHEE Committee. Anita
volunteered to get information on the wooden plaque
as well as the brass plates pending approval of funds to
be obtained for a checking account for WHEE at the
December 8th Congregational Meeting.
NEW BUSINESS: Traci noted that heat will need to be
turned on for some of the functions during the winter
months. Anita has spoken to Glenn Palmer who will
work with Traci to allow her to have the heat available.
The Committee approved the above.
Traci noted that an acquaintance, John, who would
like to use Boehm’s as the site of an Exposition which
he has annually in the area. It was noted that he does
this professionally and has insurance coverage.
Approval was given by the Committee pending
approval at the November Consistory Meeting that the
WHEE Committee can make decisions to approve and
act upon recommendations made within the
committee. Traci will follow through and notify John of
the decision as he needs to know within the next week
in order to start making arrangements.
NEXT MEETING: As there is no meeting in December
the next meeting will be held on Sunday January 26,
2014 at 11:15 AM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Traci Law

Boehm’s United Church of Christ
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History group minutes November 26, 2013
Present: Pastor Middleton, Judy Keller, Bob Whittock, Bob Reese, Rebe Jones,
Hugh Williams, Lorraine Nowlan, Al and
Fran Slingluff
1.) Welcome
2.) Meeting notes of Oct. 22nd, 2012 meeting were
reviewed Bob Reese made
a motion to accept the minutes and Fran Slingluff
seconded. Motion passed.
3.) Financial report from Oct. 1st through Oct. 31st,
2013 was reviewed. The
Account balance was $253.97. The financial report was accepted.
4.) Old Business
The anniversary luncheon is scheduled for May 3,
2015 . Local churches will be added to the mailing list and sent invitations.
Pastor Bill will have special church services once a
month beginning January, 2015 to commemorate
Boehm’s historical past.
Pastor also recommended that a calendar of anniversary events be started at the January meeting to
help organize the activities.
Lorraine Nowlan has contacted the local library to
reserve the display when it becomes available.
Judy Keller reviewed the complex process of requesting the cemetery be added to the historical
registry.

History minutes continued
5.) New Business
Activities for Memorial Day (May 26th, 2014)
were discussed. Local churches will be
invited to participate in collectively ringing their bells.
A suggestion was made to contact the Women’s Aid Society.
Fran shared her grandmother’s original
cookbooks.
6.) Closing Remarks
Judy Keller tendered her resignation as
Chair of the History Committee, effective
immediately, citing personal reasons.
Fran Slingluff was unanimously approved
to take over the position.
Respectfully Submitted, Judy Keller

Consistory & Committee Minutes
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Treasurer’s Report November 2013 Receipts
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
November 2013

Balance as of October 31, 2013

$

3,894.86

RECEIPTS
Financial Secretary Nov. 1 - Nov. 30, 2013
Plate

$
83.00

Current Expenses

2,483.00

OCWM

125.00

Pink (Mattie Dixon Food Cupbd.)

100.00

Phillipines Disaster - Typhoon

50.00

2,841.00

Other
Donations - Capital Fund

65.00

Chris. Sc. - Nov. Rent

500.00

Reimb. From Cem. Fd. - Tractor Repair

152.94

ALBC - Nov. & Dec. Rent

900.00

Concert - Inter Faith

250.00

Additional Ins. Check - Sign Damage

788.64

Total Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

2,656.58

$

5,497.58

$

9,392.44
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Treasurer’s Report November 2013 disbursements
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

November
2013
Balance from Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

$

9,392.44

DISBURSEMENTS
Utilities
G. Leck & Son - Trash Removal

56.75

Verizon - Phone/Internet

135.10

PECO

216.59

D.E. Walker - 145.9 Gal Oil @ 3.689

538.23

946.67

99.74

99.74

50.00

50.00

105.00

105.00

Christian Education
C. Palmer - Movie Night refreshments
Benevolences
PSEC - Phillipines Typhoon Disaster
Worship & Music
K. Harrod - piano tuning
Office
STAPLES - paper and custodial supplies

84.55

U. S. Post Office - 100 stamps

46.00

Ricoh USA, Inc. (copies 8/9-11/8)

84.57

215.12

Miscellaneous
Robt. E. Little - tractor repair

305.88

Robt. Whittock - mowing 2013

300.00

Transfer to Payroll Acct.

2,000.00

Balance as of November 30, 2013

2,605.88

4,022.41

$

5,370.03

Page M6

Boehm’s United Church of Christ

Treasurer’s Report December 2013 Receipts
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
December 2013

Balance as of November 30, 2013

$

5,370.03

RECEIPTS
Financial Secretary Dec. 1 - Dec. 31, 2013
Plate

$
136.00

Current Expenses

3,452.00

OCWM

138.00

Pink (Mattie Dixon Food Cupbd.)

15.00

Xmas Envelopes

477.00

4,218.00

Other
Donations - Capital Fund

30.00

Chris. Sci. - Dec. Rent

500.00

Concert - Shelterbox

508.00

AA - 1st 1/4 2014 Rent

150.00

Bongiovanni Wedding 12/28/13

250.00

Poinsettias - Dec. '13

367.00

Xmas Remembrance Fd

630.00

Lasagna Dinner - Free Will Off.

273.00

Concert - Inter-Faith

25.00

Bulletin Don. - Coryell

10.00

Total Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

2,743.00

$

6,961.00

$

12,331.03

Consistory & Committee Minutes
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Treasurer’s Report December 2013 Disbursements
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

December
2013
Balance from Receipts & Balance Carried Forward
DISBURSEMENTS

$

12,331.03

Utilities
G. Leck & Son - Trash Removal

56.75

Verizon - Phone/Internet

135.09

PECO

239.72

NWWA - water 8/29 - 11/22/13

22.20

453.76

118.16

118.16

900.00

900.00

105.00

105.00

Christian Education
C. Palmer - Lasagna Dinner supplies
Repair & Maintenance
Grass Cutters Plus - plow., etc. 12/8,10,15, 17 & 18

Worship & Music
K. Harrod - piano tuning (green piano SS)
Benevolences
Mattie Dixon Fd. Cpbd. - Pink Env.
(Nov./Dec.)

115.00

Inter-Faith Housing Alliance (Concert)

275.00

Shelterbox - USA (Concert)

508.00

PSEC - 2nd 1/2 OCWM Pledge

824.00

1,722.00

Miscellaneous
Signs by Tomorrow - sign repair

1,840.00

Cash - Xmas Reimb. Fund

630.00

Deposit in CAP - Capital Fd. Donations

595.00

Transfers to Payroll Acct.

3,000.00

Balance as of December 31, 2013

6,065.00

9,363.92
$

2,967.11
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