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Stay Tuned!

Back when the telegraph was the
fastest method of long-distance
communication, a young man, applied for a job as a telegraph operator. Answering an
ad in the newspaper, he went to the office address that was listed—some relatively new
company called Western Union Telegraph. When he arrived, he entered a large, busy
office filled with noise and clatter, including the sound of the telegraph in the
background. A sign on the receptionist's counter instructed job applicants to fill out a
form and wait until they were summoned to enter the inner office.
The young man filled out his form and sat down with the several other applicants in the
waiting area. After a few minutes, the young man stood up, crossed the room to the
door of the inner office, and walked right in. Naturally, the other applicants perked up,
wondering what was going on. They muttered among themselves that they hadn't
heard any summons yet. They assumed that the young man who went into the office
made a mistake and would be disqualified.
Within a few minutes, however, the employer escorted the young man out of the office
and said to the other applicants, "Gentlemen, thank you very much for coming, but the
job has just been filled." The other applicants began grumbling to each other, and one
spoke up saying, "Wait a minute, I don't understand. He was the last to come in, and we
never even got a chance to be interviewed. Yet he got the job. That's not fair!"
The employer said, "I'm sorry, but all the time you've been sitting here, the telegraph
has been ticking out the following message in Morse code: 'If you understand this
message, then come right in. The job is yours.' None of you heard it or understood it.
This young man did. The job is his."
Presumably, all of the job applicants knew Morse code—or else they would not have
bothered applying for the position. But only one of them was awake to what he knew.
All of us know Christ. But, we sometimes tune ourselves out and completely miss Christ’s
presence—not recognizing the one standing among us. While we wait then, as we walk
through this Christmastide season (or for that matter, any season), we must keep ourselves
continually tuned to God's still small voice. We must remain continually tuned to where the
presence of Christ is attempting to break in—and trying to engage us into new life.
Stay tuned, my friends. Stay tuned.
Peace,

Pastor Bill
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Voices of the Nativity: An Advent Sermon Series
During last year’s Advent and Christmas season, we heard from some of the
witnesses of the nativity. Remember the innkeeper who visited us on Christmas
Eve? Or Hadassah, the midwife? We also heard from Zechariah and Elizabeth.
This year, we continue to hear from the “Voices of the Nativity.” Bringing
messages of hope, peace, joy and love, we will hear from Jesse, John the Baptist,
Mary and Joseph. Come...and hear the Good News!

Christmas Poinsettias
are available for the Advent /
Christmas / Epiphany Seasons at
$8.50 per Plant. Orders and
payment must be returned on or
before Sunday 12/08/12. See Pat
Delp for more info!

Movie Night Receives “Rave Reviews”
The very first “Boehm’s Movie Night” held
in the church’s parlor on November 9th,
was quite successful. The eighteen adults
and “kiddies” attending received elf hats
(compliments of Mrs. Palmer), in keeping
with the movie theme – “Elf”. After
enjoying the yummy pizza, everyone
settled in with lots of popcorn to watch the
movie. The floor and comfy chairs and sofa
were covered with kiddies in sleeping
bags or under blankets with their
favorite pillows. Coincidentally,
Nov. 9th was the tenth anniversary
of the release of the movie, “Elf”
When the show was over….. everyone
enthusiastically voted to do this again!!!

Please extend a warm, joyful welcome to
Martha and Sam Bresnan, Linda Moore,
Loice Swisher and Tori Middleton!!
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Boehm’s Annual Caroling, Lasagna Dinner & Christmas Play
Sunday, December 15th
Caroling will begin at 4:00 PM
at the Sunrise Retirement Community of Blue Bell.
Lasagna Dinner will begin at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.
Immediately following dessert, we will adjourn to the sanctuary
where our play,

“The Legends of Christmas”
will take place.
After our play, we may be treated to some special holiday music??!!

Come join us for an evening filled with fellowship and fun!

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Our classes, this session, were about Judges, Prophets and Kings. Deborah, Hannah, Samuel, David,
and Goliath! Solomon and also Elijah were some of the Biblical characters we learned about.
Our main Bible verses were: from 1 Samuel 3:9 “Speak, Lord. Your servant is listening.” We had fun
with the Eli and Samuel story.
From Psalm 23:6 “I will live in the Lord’s house as long as I live” we learned stories about David and
had an especially good time with the David and Goliath story!
Psalm 86:11 “Teach me your way, Lord, so that I can walk in your truth.” were stories about Elijah
and other Prophets. Did you see the beautiful ravens the children made?
Throughout the lessons are activities about: love, prayer, serving God, the church, and community.
In our next quarter, starting in December, we will be telling stories about the Birth, Life and
Ministry of Jesus.
Thank you to our awesome teachers: Rebe Williams, Joanie Weidner, (coteachers) Anita Law, Diana Rau (co-teachers) and my helper and co–
teacher, Leslie Rowles. Thank you, Pastor Middleton, for your great
children’s sermons!! Lastly, thank you congregation for your love and
support you give to our youth!!!
We are in need of at least one more co-teaching team. This is what I think
to be the most rewarding mission of the church. Many times I am learning,
or re-learning, the stories, along with the children, YOU CAN TOO!!!!!!
Thank you,
Carol Palmer
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Boehm’s Christmas Cards Available
Christmas Cards featuring pictures of Boehm’s church at Christmas,
including 2 new ones for 2013, are now available through the History
Group. Cards can be viewed and purchased through the church’s
website at www.boehmschurch.com. If you prefer not to use the website,
please contact Anita Law to see the cards and/or place an order.

Congregational meeting: December 8th
There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 8th, immediately following the worship
service. The Consistory is seeking congregational approval for the 2014 budget and other matters.
Please attend this important meeting.

Program Director of Interfaith to Speak
On December 8th we will be welcoming Danielle Bossert, the Program Director of Inter-Faith Housing
Alliance.. She will be sharing information and updates about the program. Boehm’s will also be
presenting the donations received through the Concert which was held to benefit Inter-Faith.

Director of Mattie Dixon Community Food Cupboard to Speak
On December 15th we will be welcoming Christine Bouley, the Executive Director of the Mattie Dixon
Community Cupboard during the worship service. Christine will be sharing information and updates
about the Community Cupboard. Boehm’s will also be presenting the gifts and donations contributed by
the Congregation.

Stuff Needed!
At the Donation Corner outside fellowship hall we
are collecting gently used clothing, housewares,
toys and costume jewelry. At the Donation Corner in
the Narthex we are collecting gently used children’s
books (infants, toddlers, children and adolescents)
and new school supplies. In the basket in the back
of the Sanctuary we are collecting non-perishable
food. Donations are distributed to the
Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard
in Ambler, Inter-Faith Housing
Alliance in Ambler, Laurel House in
Norristown and St. Christopher’s
Hospital in Philadelphia. For more
information please contact Anita Law.

tten
T he Mi ck!
Ba
Tree is
It’s that time of year again! Mattie Dixon
Community Cupboard is in need of items
for their Santa’s Workshop including
small new gifts, mittens, scarves and
hats. The Mitten tree has been set up in
the Sanctuary and items will be delivered
by the Community Outreach Group. The
last date to donate will be Sunday
December 8th.
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BOEHM’S PASTORS
1789 THROUGH 1796
As the 275th Anniversary approaches in 2015,
the History Corner will begin giving information
about the Pastors who have served at Boehm’s
since it was established in 1740.
1789-1793
Rev. Philip Reinhold Pauli began his ministry at Boehm’s in August
of 1789. He left in late 1793 to go to a charge in Reading where, after
a long successful ministry, he died.
1793-1796

December
1

Hailey Palmer

4

Florie McKinney

17

Loice Middleton

18

Gary Williams

Rev. Nicholas Pomp accepted the charge at Boehm’s in December
of 1793. The charge included Boehm’s, Wentz’s and Indian Field
(Franconia). “Rev. Pomp was small in stature, his natural abilities
were good and well-disciplined by education. In his duties he
manifested good sense and sound judgement. He was pious as a
man, and devoted to God and his people as a pastor. Rev. Pomp left
in February of 1796.

Do you miss singing in the Boehm’s Church Choir?
Wish we had a choir?
Then let’s make it happen together! On Sunday morning, January 5th,
there will be a choir practice at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary marking a relaunch of the choir. We expect to start small. But, hopefully, we’ll make a
mighty noise that very day in worship—on Epiphany Sunday! Under the
very capable guidance and direction of one of our soon-to-be regular
organists, Fran Treisbach, the success and future of the choir will depend
on it’s singers...perhaps even on you! Future practices will be twice a
month—on the first and third Sundays— at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is
welcome, regardless of skill level.

for the
New Choir!

Wedding Celebrations
We are hosting a wedding here at Boehm’s on December 28 at 3:00 p.m. for Kelsey Bongiovanni and
Jon Moroz. That same day happens to be the wedding anniversary of Al and Fran Slingluff! They
have been married for 47 years—congratulations and blessings to both couples!
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Lorraine Nowlan

Pat Delp

Al Slingluff

Judy Keller

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2013

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2013

First Sunday after Christmas Day
December 29, 2013

Fran Slingluff

Diana Rau

Lay Reader

Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2013

Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2013

First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2013

Date

Marie Hagner & Glenn
Palmer Sr

Glenn Palmer Sr &
Glenn Palmer Jr

Joe Rosiek & Garret
Rosiek

Mike Rowles & Al
Slingluff

Hugh Williams & Lorraine Nowlan

Gary & Diane Rau

Ushers

Fran Slingluff

Carol Palmer

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

December 2013

Hailey Palmer

Tori Middleton

Angela McKinney

Hailey Palmer

Shane Rowles

Tori Middleton

Acolyte

Carol Palmer &
Leslie Rowles

No Sunday school

Carol Palmer &
Leslie Rowles

Anita Law & Diana
Rau

Carol Palmer &
Leslie Rowles

Rebe Jones &
Joanie Weidner

Sunday
School Teachers
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Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on FaceBook!

Boehm’s Calendar for December
Sunday, December 1

 First Sunday of Advent worship
Monday, December 2

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 8

 Second Sunday of Advent worship
 Speaker from Interfaith
 Congregational Meeting after worship

Sunday, December 22

 Fourth Sunday of Advent worship
 Benefit Concert @ 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 24

 Christmas Eve worship @ 7:00 p.m.

“Boehm’s United Church of Christ”

Sunday, December 29

 Worship @ 10:00 a.m.

 Audit Committee meeting @ 11:30 a.m.
Monday, December 9

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 15

 Third Sunday of Advent worship
 Speaker from Mattie Dixon Cupboard
 Annual Christmas Event @ 4:00 pm
Monday, December 16

 Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Other Meetings at Boehm’s:
Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Abundant Life Baptist Church
Worship: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 pm
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
Society of Christian Scientists
Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

